Bible Study Thursday 7 September, 2000

<at-peace> Father we come before you with praise and thanksgiving for all that we know you have prepared for us this day that will enable us to continue in your way through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Today is Q & A day.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Rom 11:8 (According as it is written, God hath given them [Israel] the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day (KJV)

<his> - Why does the Word say God has given them the spirit of slumber when it is their choice (anyone's choice) whether they continue in spiritual torpor or not ? 

<opentext> God has given them the choice to sleep, or to be awake. Just as you have the choice to accept the gift, and use it…  God gave them just as much choice to hear His voice and obey it, as He has for them to sleep through it. Just as we all have the same choices to make… Again, rightly dividing the Word of truth. Since we know that the Word never contradicts itself…  does that help graeme

<his> yes thanks

<opentext> One thing one must remember, is that God allows whatever we allow… If you choose to go to hell, can God stop you?

<his> no

<opentext> so then, one could say, that God had given for you to go to hell, not because He caused it, but you choose to go there, and He cannot lie, thus He cannot go against His Word.

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share..

<at-peace> 2 Cor 3:15-16 15
But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 16
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. (KJV)

<opentext> They, Israel, chose to ignore His Word, and so their flesh has caused them to be blinded.

<opentext> Gal 3:2-3  2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> Believing God's Word, more than what the physical tries to say to us.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> Ga 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)

<diligently> 2Ti 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. (KJV)

<diligently> how do we know when Father has asked us to do something if it is for a season or , forever ? we are finding  some things Father has asked of me not to do, He is asking me to do them now.. so this is new for me.

<opentext> If one is walking in now faith, then we are obedient while it is called today. And, we would continue in what Father has asked of us, until we received different instructions… A season, would be in what brings the plant forth, causes it to mature, and produce after its own kind…  If one is concerned about forever, they are looking past today.

<diligently> oh my..yes

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34  33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 3:7-8 7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,  8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: (KJV)

<opentext> that help judy?

<diligently> yes  ,thank you

<opentext> He that has ears to hear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the church!

<diligently> new word for dumpster=forever

<diligently> :-)

<opentext> more of, having to learn to use the word properly....as i will live with Him forever when i leave here.

<diligently> yes,,to use it properly

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> Graeme, did God give Israel enough within His Word, to show them how and when the Messiah was to come?

<his> yes

<opentext> Then it was their choice, to ignore His Word, and go to sleep on Him. Just as they wanted to return to Egypt when He had delivered them… How often is it that one wants to return to sin, even though we have been delivered from it?

<ready2> when they operate in the flesh, thinking the old wine is better than the new

<his> just as it is our choice to ignore what we know Father is asking at any time..and missing or ignoring that apparently small detail may cause us to stumble eventually

<ready2> then they become whiners

<opentext> How often is it, that when you do not get your way with God, that you get mad, and then return to some of your old ways?

<his> it is more a question of knowing what God wants but not finding it in me to carry it through somedays..though i should as all has been given already

<opentext> Gal 6:8-9 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  (KJV)

<opentext> walking in the Spirit, will produce good fruit. We also have to hold fast our profession of faith. Holding God and His Word to be true.

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> 1 Tim 5:24-25  Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after.  Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid.  (KJV)

<rhoumai> i don't understand the difference here...why some are known beforehand and "some men follow after?"

<opentext> 1 Tim 5:22-23 22
Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. 23 Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities. (KJV)

<opentext> Some sins, men openly parade them, and others are done in secret. And because all men are followers, they will follow those that they "think" are in the know; or preaching the message they want to hear…  so again, it is our responsibility to be as the Bereans, and take the time, and make the effort, to rightly divide the Word of truth. Since each person will have to give account of themselves before the judgement seat… Saying that someone else said or taught it....will not be an excuse that will work before God.

<rhoumai> so, does that go with the verse that talks about things done in secret will be revealed...and when good works are done, they will get a reward if the do it without proclaiming it, and some are evident, even if the person doesn't proclaim it?…  i can't find the verses i am looking for

<opentext> One has to do that which Father asks of them. And besides, one's life is an open declaration of God, without saying a word, if they are doing as Father asks of them… Thus why the Word says, be swift to hear, and slow to speak....most listen little, and speak multitudes of words…  one must be ready, prepared, with the reason of the hope within them; they must have a comprehension of what this gospel of peace is about…  For those that do not know His Word, how can they ever distinguish if some is teaching the truth or a lie?

<rhoumai> they can't 

<opentext> Heb 5:14 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)

<ready2> the eyes of their understanding is closed by the vail, and they are sleepwalking

<opentext> I Jn 4:1-3 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  (KJV)

<opentext> Those that do not know the truth, are slumbering the same as Israel is.

<opentext> that help miz?

<rhoumai> yes, thanks

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his> Luke 12:48 For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. (KJV)

<his> so we can't slumber even if we do know the truth......chastening study

<opentext> Matt 25:5 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. (KJV)

<opentext> always a choice… always a tendency to want to slack off a "little"...that is the flesh
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