Bible Study Thursday 3 August, 2000

<at-peace> Father, we thank you and praise for another day to serve you, and for all that you have prepared for each of us in your Word that would keep and sustain us, renewing the Spirit of our mind, with all praise, honor, and glory unto you Father, through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> today is Q & A day

<opentext> Eph 6:10 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, (KJV)

<opentext> how often do we try to do it by our own strength?

<h-d-g-k> too often <shama> too often

<now-faith> everytime we get in the way and listen to other voices

<joyful> too often

<rhoumai> it's one of our greatest weaknesses

<diligently> i have,, and they are the times i fall.

<at-peace> when ever we are not renewed in His Word

<opentext> and, if we are doing it in and by our own strength, then aren't we usually trying to use our own wisdom as well?

<at-peace> yes <rhoumai> yes <h-d-g-k> yes <diligently> yes <joyful> yes <shama> yes

<opentext> James 3:15-16 15
This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. (KJV)

<opentext> so when we try or attempt to do it on our own, we can see where one has allowed themselves to stray to…. His Sheep hear His voice and stay on the strait and narrow path. When one quits listening to His voice, then we get led down strange paths.

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> is there a time when we use our own earthly wisdom trying to do something, and realize in the process of doing it, what we are doing and then call on Father for His strength?  to bail us out, i guess

<opentext> that is most often the case. Whosoever shall call on the Lord shall be saved. SO as long as we have breathe within us, and choose to call on the Lord, we are delivered from the power of darkness.

<rhoumai> ok

<opentext> This is why one should always be studying for Father's approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth, so that we never have any reason to be ashamed. One will usually lean to their own understanding, when they have allowed the Word to slip in their life.

<opentext> Eph 6:10 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
(KJV)

<opentext> note that Paul says, to be strong in the Lord, and....the power of His might. Many call on the Lord....but have no idea where the might comes from. They have no idea who the power of God is.

<opentext> Matt 7:21-23  21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 6:11 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Put on the "whole" armour of God.....learn His way.....but also note, that it says you need to put it all on, that you "may" be able to stand… We also have to keep in mind that God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must do so in spirit and in truth, His Word being the standard for truth.

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> we also noted in Romans 13:12 that one has to first cast off the works of darkness (lusts of the flesh such as that need to be in control) before one can put on the armour of  light

<opentext> What Paul is saying, that when one comes to Father through Jesus Christ, that they have to disavow their allegiance to the devil, and now place themselves under God and His power....for we know that setting aside the works of the flesh are an every day process, and also determined by where one is in their walk…  Thus why Paul says in his letter to Colossians, that we are delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins. Our faith is then developed by one's relationship with Father through His Word, as this is the food that sustains our spirit being…  I do not know of anyone here on this earth, that has their flesh in total subjection…  afterall, pride comes right before the tumble…  that help michie?

<now-faith> yes!!!

<opentext> Eph 6:11 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
(KJV)

<opentext> You have to take that which God has made available to you, and learn to use it. However, we have to remember that God is a Spirit, therefore the whole armour of God is a spiritual reality. One should recall that John records in his gospel, that one must be born again to "see" the kingdom of God… You, have to take that which God has made available to you. Quit looking at what you think everyone else has, and allow all of Christ to operate within "your" life… That "you" may be able to stand. That you may recognize all that Father has made available to "you" by and through Christ… You have to study His Word, His will, that you may acquire a working knowledge of all that you have inherited as His adopted child… How often do we see people, that want someone else to do the studying or standing for them?

<h-d-g-k> most want it that way

<his> often

<diligently> well,i used to want that..but not any more… i was taught that that was the way it was to be.

<opentext> How often do people study to impress other people?

<h-d-g-k> often <rhoumai> often <shama> often

<diligently> have no idea.sure some do…  in the world many.

<his> for myself....did that 

<opentext> here in verse 11, we are able to see how personal the Word of God is....you have to put on the whole armour, all of the spiritual attributes of God, that "you" may be able to stand… It is also interesting that Paul says that "you may be able to stand"......he does not say you will...because the devil will go about roaring, seeking any that he can, to doubt God and His promises… Many people think that once they are born again, that there is nothing else that they have to do…  Today, one has to seek Father for their daily bread (spiritual) which will enable them to sustain His armour in their life… When the spiritual is in place, Father is then able to provide all their need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus… Often times, people are trying to get their physical in line, rather then the spirit…  Today, will you utilize all that God has made available to you?

<h-d-g-k> yes <now-faith> yes <diligently> yes <joyful> yes <rhoumai> yes <at-peace> yes <shama> yes <his> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> something is happening here this morning that sort of demonstrates what Father has had you saying.... you can pray for someone, and you can advise them not to allow the devil to steal from them, but if they choose not to resist the devil---then you don't need to allow *that* to steal from your own joy......  we were seeing firsthand how one is to cast off the works of darkness.. i am not the savior, or the protector

<opentext> contrary to popular belief, we can not make the choice or decision for anyone else...each and every person has to decide for themselves....and we know this, because we know for a fact, even though Israel was God's chosen people, not many made it into the promised land...or that only eight people made it aboard the ark.....thus why we can not base our salvation in and on what anyone else is doing… Rather, we have to put on God's armour (all of it) that we may be able to stand.

<now-faith> including our children! yes!

<opentext> Our children are only under our protection until the age of reason, and with every child, this will vary… we may harbor them physically, but once they are of the age of reason, then they will sink or swim by their own merits.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> when one gets saved, do they receive the armour then or is it when they learn the mystery?

<opentext> did you receive all of Christ, or only a part of Christ?

<rhoumai> all of Christ, even though when i got saved, i didn't realize who He was.. so then, is it that we don't put on all the armour or is it that we reject parts of the armour?

<opentext> that is why we then seek to find, all that Father has hid within His Word. Why we have to study His Word to find out all that we have received…  ignorance. we listen to man and what he "thinks", rather then going to God and His word, seeking His understanding, that we may learn His will for all of our life.

<rhoumai> so, we have the armour, but through ignorance, don't realize all of what the armour is and therefore don't utilize it all, right?

<opentext> that is partially it. It also is that most try to maintain their relationship with God in the physical, and never enter into the spiritual arena.

<rhoumai> i was thinking about somebody that puts a jacket on when it's cold and windy, but doesn't zip it up, and the wind whips around their body...they got the jacket on, but because they don't utilize it properly, they are still cold

<opentext> They that are in the flesh cannot please God, and thus why they always try to please man… ignorance is not an excuse that will work before God.

<rhoumai> no it is not

<opentext> Rom 10:2-3 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:5 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:7 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> the knowledge of the truth, can only be found in the spiritual arena

<opentext> John 4:23-24 23
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
 (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> Often times, people are trying to get their physical in line, rather then the spirit.

<his> Often it seems that it is physical habits etc. that hinder spiritual development. Am i putting myself under the law by trying to control them...when i think Father has asked me to deal with something but in fact i have been listening to the wrong voice ?

<opentext> often times, when Father asks us to deal with a habit that is harmful to us, rather then seeking His wisdom in and on the situation, we (our flesh) will go and try to show God how we can handle it. And we know, that when we try to anything apart from God, that we are going to fall flat on our face…  So the key is, to immediately ask God for His wisdom on how to deal with the situation, and implement that… one will often forget, that every physical habit has spiritual roots, thus why we need to hear His wisdom.

<opentext> did that help graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> Father has really let me to know the importance of keeping my tongue still..and not giving the devil any power ..ok this is my question…Father also has brought something to my attention that we really struggle with..so how do we even ask for prayer. for this..or can we just pray that our family already knows…  and they will pray that for us.? … something we struggle with…  with out having to say any thing out loud?

<opentext> several things here.....Father knows that which we have need of, before we ask of Him. So when we ask God, do we wait for His answer, or set the timer on 5 minutes, and when we do not hear seek other counsel?

<diligently> ok,,yes..we wait..we forgot..

<opentext> We do not always have to tell people that which we are struggling with. We simply have to ask for prayer that we would hear Father's counsel clearly, as Father does know that which we have need of.

<diligently> yes,and we know that with my whole being… but we forget sometimes.

<opentext> Also, often times, we think a certain thing is needed to overcome the problem, and therefore limit God. Because if He answers us in any way other then what we expected, w have a tendency to ignore it.

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie...as soon as i put up one more comment

<opentext> most often, when we are dealing with a problem, God will say, do this for your life, and we will respond...but God the problem is with so and so....and God will say...you work on this....and we will say again, but the problem is with so an so.....so w are ignoring God's solution.

<diligently> :-))))) yes thank you 

<now-faith> would that be like asking amiss because we have a tendency to ask according to what WE think should be the answer or what WE think the solution is, thus we have shut out the voice of God because we are listening to our own voice and wisdom?  lol, think you just answered that!

<opentext> yes...thinking what the answer is, rather then knowing, and this very thing is addressed in depth in this weeks newsletter

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<now-faith> we were just realizing that it is when i stop thinking that i will see/hear the answer if I am paying attention.  Such as this morning when something occurred that has occurred several times before but handled wrong every time before.

<his> thank you larry...so what we think is a problem might not be a problem at all...and Father sees problem somewhere else...My ways not your ways, my thoughts not your thoughts

<opentext> one often forgets how many years, how much effort, one put into developing and nurturing these bad habits we have. and one will not allow God to work with them, to show them how to overcome, but rather want everything done yesterday, without any effort of their own…  exactly graeme

<his> or one might make what one thinks is plenty of effort..but in the wrong place..pride :-(

<opentext> a rather plain example graeme is...if the tire has a flat, and we keep putting air in it, but it keeps going flat...we still have a problem....so unless one will remove the nail...we will not see any results

<now-faith> and the effort we think we need to put into it is often through physical means, but it is spiritual--being renewed daily in His Word and applying it

<opentext> we are a spirit being, housed in a fleshly body

<h-d-g-k> exactly michie...let it become heart knowledge.....not head knowledge

<rhoumai> if we renew our minds daily in the Word, and apply what we learn to our life, is that how it becomes heart knowledge and not just head knowledge?

<opentext> being an example of the believer....a doer of the Word...one who lives the Word, not just talk about it…  realizing that God's principles are what are necessary for me to live...for without Him we can do nothing

<at-peace> a working knowledge of the Word

<opentext> faith without a life of corresponding actions, is death

<at-peace> John 5:19 19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
(KJV)

<now-faith> that reminds me of a verse put up 2tim 3:5, from such turn away, we looked up "turn away" and one of the def. was deflect.  We cannot deflect if we don't have a working knowledge of the truth

<opentext> bring the body into subjection, or under control of the Spirit of Christ...thus why Paul said if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His

<at-peace> John 5:30 30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> an example of the believer, one that applies the will of God to their life, to the best of the ability that Father has opened to them… one way to look at it, is that there is never a tomorrow, only now faith...so what will i do with the word of God now

<rhoumai> we often forget that we only have to get through this day, not tomorrow or next week or next month

<now-faith> definitely… what a relief!

<at-peace> learning to operate only in the power and authority given in Christ, and not lean to our own understanding or go about to establish our own righteousness

<rhoumai> without Christ, there is none righteous, and it is only by Father and through Christ Jesus that we can understand what it will take to get us through this day
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