16 december 1999

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning with open hearts and willing minds to receive all that you have for us this day.  Thank you for your Word that fulfills and sustains us through this day through your Son and our precious saviour Christ Jesus

<his> o/

<his> Ephesians 1:4, According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation

of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: KJV

<his> In yesterdays study on Ephesians 1:4 was posted the following comment by

Adam Clarke: [According as he hath chosen us in him] As he has decreed from the beginning of the world, and has kept in view from the commencement of

the religious system of the Jews (which the phrase sometimes means)

Could you speak more on this: i.e "world" as religious system of the Jews 

<opentext> what we have to keep in mind, that we find those that were faithful, before the flood, at the end of the flood, and after the flood, all prior to the establishment of Israel as one looks at the book of Job, which many consider happening before the flood, we also see a man that was faithful to God...with the establishment of Israel, what we see is God calling aside a peculiar people not really a whole lot different then those that were prior to Israel, including Abraham just as today, the Christian is called aside from the world....and yet out of those called aside, some continue to seek and do all that Father asks of them in all the world, the people knew of the Jews, and that they to most seemed to act a bit strange, just as people think of Christians, Israel did things that were not the norm of the rest of the world.......by doing that which Father asked, just as the Christians are to be doing today all of the Old Testament ....old will....pointed to the coming Messiah, and the restoration that would take place as this event would unfold 

Gal 3:15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 16Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 17And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect. (KJV)

<opentext> so the entire promise of the old covenant, was the Messiah, and what it took to remain faithful to God, that one might remain part of the promise

<opentext> Gal 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> so basically, the law tried to keep us pointed to the coming Messiah, and once the promise was come, then we came under the law of faith, which again calls aside a peculiar people…the old covenant kept the flesh in line, one might say, until the promise was kept, and a way for one to walk in the Spirit was established

<opentext> that help graeme?

<his> yes very much.. so is that why we find Jews in many places...Father gave everyone in the old world the opportunity to serve Him ?

<opentext> anyone could have become a Jew, just as anyone today can become a Christian

 <his> see in it now, thanks brother

<opentext> could anyone have joined Noah aboard the ark, if they would have been obedient to God?

<helpmate> yes   <at-peace> yes   <now-faith> yes

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> paul said. He had to die to himself daily(his flesh) ok..there are alot of things  we do die to ourself  of.and it happens ,we ask Father for help and we give it to him..and then there are other things that keep returning..how do we die to our flesh so they do not keep returning? and when does a thought become a sin.?..our answer to that question is yes  :-)

<opentext> what we first have to see and hear, is what is Father asking of us, and what is it that we see other Christians doing, and we think we should be doing those things as well.....

<opentext> so we have to learn that which Father is asking of us....and not try to imtate the things we see Father sking of others

<diligently> ok,yes we do

<opentext> Dying daily.....allowing those old habits to die this day, as Father asks me to put that thing aside, and drawing in and on His strength, Christ, to give me the victory in this area

<opentext> James 1:13 Let no one say when passing through trial, "My temptation is from God;" for God is incapable of being tempted to do evil, and He Himself tempts no one. 14 But when a man is tempted, it is his own passions that carry him away and serve as a bait. 15 Then the passion conceives, and becomes the parent of sin; and sin, when fully matured, gives birth to death. 16 Do not be deceived, my dearly-loved brethren. (weymouth)

<opentext> man is tempted, when he continues to think on those things, that bait him and lure him further and further away from God....following the old passions or things we had been taught in the flesh, which lead down the broad path of destruction the more we think on these things that is bait, the more alive and real it becomes, until the passion conceives and becomes the parent of sin, which if we continue in, will eventually lead to death

<diligently> ok ,thank you,so it is a matter of just casting them aside as soon as they enter our mind?

<diligently> giving them to Father..and if they return ,,give to Father.and keep doing that until they do not return.

<opentext> it is a matter of using the Word, to illuminate the error, so we can see how and why it offends God, which will then cause one to do that which is pleasing to Father, rather then that which hurts and disgusts Him

<diligently> so.as long as we give it over to Father ..it is not sin yet?

<diligently> ok..yes..fill it up with Father s things  that are right

<opentext> think on these things....and the old man's ways of thinking will not gain control

<diligently> yes,thank you

<diligently> and we will get better and better at it..we take it  that it will not happen over night?

<opentext> Phil 4:7 And then the peace of God, which transcends all our powers of thought, will be a garrison to guard your hearts and minds in union with Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever wins respect, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovable, whatever is of good repute--if there is any virtue or anything deemed worthy of praise--cherish the thought of these things. 9 The doctrines and the line of conduct which I taught you--both what you heard and what you saw in me-- hold fast to them; and God who gives peace will be with you.(weymouth)

<diligently> our flesh wants it to happen now..we want to be very good at dieing to myself. Father says we are getting better :-) PYF

<opentext> getting our thoughts out of the way....getting rid of the old stinking thinking...and renewing our mind with the Word, so we choose to do those things that please Father

<diligently> yes

<opentext> any other questions

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> we have something to share that Father has shown..

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> James 1:25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. (KJV)

<at-peace> Father shared with me that "the work" being doing what Father asks of us, working out our own salvation, being an example of the believers... and noticed that it said "this man shall be blessed IN his deed" not for his deed....

most times we look for the blessing instead of realizing that in doing we are blessed….this goes with we have been blessed with all spiritual blessing.. that which Christ taught us to help us to keep in line with Fathers Word

<opentext> pleasing Father......being blessed to be called one of His....the greatest blessing or reward there is

<opentext> very insightful, thanks for sharing charlene

<at-peace> our joy and pleasure :-)

<opentext> looking for a physical reward, rather then the spiritual

<at-peace> walk by faith, not by sight... Christ gave us everything abundantly

<opentext> all spiritual blessings

