Bible Study Wednesday 4 October 2000

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, in which we can learn more of you, and how to be that better servant for the work of your Son and our saviour Christ Jesus. As we partake of your daily bread, and drink of your living waters, let us be quick to acknowledge you for every good and perfect gift that you have bestowed upon us. We than you and praise you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Eph 6:21But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things: 22Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts. (KJV)

<opentext> TYCHICUS  (tik'-i-kus) (Tuchikos, lit. "chance"): Mentioned 5 times in the New Testament <Acts 20:4; Eph 6:21; Col 4:7; 2 Tim 4:12; Tit 3:12>; an Asiatic Christian, a friend and companion of the apostle Paul.> (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> We often take for granted how blessed we really are. We seldom think of how long it took for these letters of encouragement to get from one place to another. How would you react if you and to wait months or years for a letter of encouragement?

<his> i would be struggling...possibly slipping

<helpmate> it could be very easy to wax cold

<diligently> very joyed and blessed to receive. Thankful when it arrived

<rhoumai> have to discipline myself daily to stay encouraged

<opentext> We also forget, that they did not have the New Testament to study and read, so much of what they got was by word of mouth, or the occasional letter.

<opentext> So Paul was sending this letter to encourage and exhort the brethren. To give them a basis on which to anchor their foundation in God and His Word.

<opentext> Acts 28:30And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. (KJV)

<opentext> If you were a prisoner in a house, would you be looking for every opportunity to share the Word? Or, would you be grumbling about your plight?

<his> if i did not keep my mind renewed with Word i would soon start grumbling

<rhoumai> both, but i wouldn't be very effective at sharing the Word if i was grumbling

<helpmate> would probably be grumbling,....at least part of the time

<diligently> i,my flesh would be grumbling.if in spirit sharing Fathers word.we thank Father we would be in spirit.

<at-peace> being a prisoner of the Lord, we should be watching and listening for every opportunity to share the Word, but if we are looking at our problems, the grumbling is there and thus we would miss those opportunities

<opentext> It is of importance to note, that here is the Apostle Paul, a prisoner, and knowing that death was imminent, and yet he is the one that is encouraging everyone else. He was not bemoaning his circumstances, but rather looking for every opportunity to promote the message and lifestyle of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Being established in the truth of His Word; by knowing and understanding the righteousness that ahs been afforded each and every believer. And why one must take and make the time, to become prepared with this message, by using every opportunity to become rooted and grounded in this Word; by keeping the mind renewed with these things, so that when led by the Spirit of God, we will have the answer for any man that "asks" the reason of the hope within you

<opentext> It is only then, that one can be that true ambassador for His kingdom, for one will seize every opportunity at presenting and promoting His kingdom, when the truth is sincerely being sought.

<opentext> Eph 6:23Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Peace, that is, deliverance, safety and rescue be to those that call on, and live for the name and promise of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> and love with faith....recognizing how much God loved you, that he would send His Word to heal you, and deliver you from the power of darkness, and translate you into the kingdom of His dear Son.

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave, He sent His Son, as the payment for our transgression.

<opentext> Often times, we will go quickly over verses such as these, because we have heard it before. We think we know what it says. Yet do we always remember or recall, what the peace really means? What it really signifies as a Christian?

<helpmate> that peace which passes all physical understanding that we only have if we are in Christ Jesus

<diligently> Fathers peace,a lasting deep peace of Christ Jesus,my Lord.that will not go away ,if we keep our heart and mind upon Him.

<his> peace = fellowship with God restored through Christ Jesus

<opentext> Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ

<opentext> Do we always stop to remember what "grace means"...let us look at the definition  is...again

<opentext> 5485  charis- 1) grace: what affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness: grace of speech 2) good will, loving-kindness, favor; used of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues 3) what is due to grace a) the spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace b) the token or proof of grace, benefit > 1) a gift of grace 2) benefit, bounty 4) thanks, (for benefits, services, favors), a recompense, a reward

<opentext> Do we always hear the words we are speaking, or are they just words?

<rhoumai> sometimes they are just words...idle words that shouldn't be spoken...or words we don't fully understand, so shouldn't be using

<diligently> sometimes in past we have just said words,,that had and have no meaning at all,only words with meaning are Fathers words.

<his> each word should be weighed before speaking..they are either words of death or words of life 

<opentext> Paul says, grace to all of the brethren, that love our Lord Jesus Christ....Paul wanted them to see, and accept all that God had for each and every believer. Often times we want to look for the verses that "we think" may have something more hidden, and forget the basics of our relationship with God. It is when we will remember the simple things, the first things, that we will then be able to hear and see the things that God has prepared for us. For they are revealed by His Spirit. God may use a man or whatever He wants to, to deliver or present this message, but ultimately, one must be operating in the Spirit, to hear and see that which Father has for them.

<opentext> Eph 6:24Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. (KJV)

<opentext> def. For: In "sincerity"…861  aphtharsia-1) incorruption, perpetuity 2) purity, sincerity, incorrupt

<opentext> If one will recall, that Paul said that he was not as the many, which corrupted the Word of God....but spoke in sincerity.. ..presenting the pure Word of God.

<opentext> One must remember, that the reason we follow the Word of God, is to please God, not build a following of and for ourselves.

It is His Word that will get one to eternal life, "if" you continue in it. That is not dependent upon what anyone else does, but is solely dependent upon that which you do with it. Today, will you seek to please only Him, with all sincerity of your heart?

<rhoumai> yes!  <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes

<helpmate> yes

<opentext> That concludes our study at present on the book of Ephesians. Tomorrow is questions and answer day, and then there will not be any studies till our return from Australia. Any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/     <opentext> yes graeme

<his> by "build a following of..ourselves" do you mean "acting" the role...not in sincerity ?

<opentext> correct   just as the scribes and pharisees did...they were interested in the people, because that is what procured their means of obtaining a living...the more followers they got, the greater their means of living

<opentext> per helen...we are not supposed to be or act the saviour, however, they are supposed to see the Light or Saviour within us

<his> thanks

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:1Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<rhoumai> o/       <helpmate> yes miz

<rhoumai> was pondering on being a prisoner of the house...we are a temple, and if we are sincerely serving Father through Jesus Christ, we are prisoners of the Lord.  So, daily, we must seek every opportunity to share the Word...and not grumble at what we think the world has and we don't

<opentext> i am a prisoner of the Lord, stuck or trapped in this fleshly temple, and do everything that Father asks of us, so that we may escape this body or earthen vessel, and be home with Him, when our time here is done. Thus, will we use every opportunity, to be pleasing unto Him, and thus cause people to see the Light within us, that one more may ask reason of the hope within us.

<rhoumai> not looking at being a prisoner in a house made by man, but by God

<opentext> Acts 9:10And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 13Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: (KJV)

<opentext> We do not hear any more of Ananias after this time. He did that which Father asked of him, and in that had a part in all of Paul's ministry. Not trying to tell God how, or when or why He should use us, but keeping one self prepared for whatever Father may ask of us, even if it only be one time while we are here. The obedience of Ananias, caused what kind of change ?

<rhoumai> it gave paul the opportunity to scribe the epistles

<rhoumai> that would not have happened if ananias had not been obedient or been a sluggard and not kept in communion with Father

<opentext> One simple incident...where most would have said, i am not going near this murderer....this man cannot change.

<at-peace> that one more was saved

<opentext> Now, did Ananias decide to just go and see Paul, when he heard he was in town? Or, was it God who sent His Word, and happened to use this vessel that choose to be used of God?

<rhoumai> God sent His Word and it prospered where He sent it

<opentext> Isa 55:11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it 12For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. (KJV)

<his> he allowed Father to use him

<opentext> that help miz?

<rhoumai> yes, immensely...thank you

<opentext> also note, that it is God's creation that rejoices at it, not man kind per say.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<his> o/      <opentext> yes graeme...(lol...haven't you had your one question for today)

<his> :-) verses to share

<opentext> ok

<his> Phil 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  Kjv

<opentext> good verse brother...learning to be content with whatever Father asks of us  independent of the external circumstances  in the world, but not of this world

<opentext> John 17:14I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (KJV)

<opentext> John 17:16They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<at-peace> John 17:11And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

 (KJV)
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