Bible Study Thursday 27 July, 2000

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this time and this day, that we can gather to hear your Word for our nurture this day. We thank you for all that you have provided for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord....

<opentext> Eph 6:2-4 2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 22:6 6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 78:3-4 3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.  4
We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.  (KJV)

<opentext> Few parents know the ways of the Lord, to properly instruct their children in God's ways…  One must also remember, that we are all supposed to set the example of the believer. How often have you ever heard someones excuse for doing something..."well, so and so is doing it?"

<h-d> oh yes

<diligently> yes,have heard that,in the past .

<shama> often

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Mnay times, even as Christians, we will do something, because we have seen someone else do it. Everything, one must line up with the Word of God. In all our ways we are to acknowledge Him, and then our footsteps will be directed in and on the strait and narrow path… Our feet, have to be shod by being prepared with His Word...it is then that one will set the proper example to those that are watching them…  It has to be something that is alive and real to us. It has to be a way of life all the time, not just when we think other people are watching. One often forgets that God sees all that we do.

<opentext> Eph 6:4  4
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Everything should be done by and through the love of God, not hate…  Unless one knows the mystery, how can they truly understand the love of God, let alone show it?

<h-d> they will not be able to

<diligently> they can not. <shama> they can't

<opentext> definition for admonition.... 3559  nouthesia (noo-thes-ee'-ah); from 3563 and a derivative of 5087; calling attention to, i.e. (by implication) mild rebuke or warning:  KJV-- admonition.

<opentext> Many parents, did not like the discipline that they grew up under, and so want to be more lenient with their children, thinking that they are giving them more… Without a knowledge of God's grace and mercy, one will only see God as this bad guy, that is ready to punish us, any time we do something He does not like…  If the parents do not train the child in God's ways, with a working knowledge of His truth, children will think the same thing of their parents… Also, many parents want to enforce good behavior, but themselves live a different lifestyle…  one must be a doer of the Word, not a hearer only. In other words, one must live the Word of God, which they teach or instruct others with.

<opentext> Eph 6:5-6 5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;  (KJV)

<opentext> For those that work jobs....they must learn to do their job or tasks, as unto the Lord… Yet, how often do we see people that use a different set of standards at their work place?

<diligently> very often

<h-d-k> lots of times

<shama> used to see it so often

<opentext> In anything and everything we do, it should be done to please Father, through Christ Jesus. If we would remember and do that, we would then always be setting the example of the believer…  However, this cannot be accomplished, unless one has that intimate and personal relationship with Father. It means that one must start the day out in and with God's Word, and then take that with them the rest of the day.

<opentext> James 1:23-25 23
For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. (KJV)

<opentext> Why does one need to look in the mirror?

<h-d-k> to see if we can see the reflection of Father there

<diligently> so we can see sometimes, if we are doing wrong.

<shama> to see who it is that they are reflecting...should be that of Christ's reflection

<opentext> Gen 1:26-27 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times, people are taught to "wish" they looked like someone else. Or, to be like someone else. Few realize that God created them, in Their image, and after Their likeness…  One must be content with who God made them… Are you always content with who you see in the mirror?

<diligently> no… in the past

<h-d-k> we are much better with that than we used to be

<shama> not always 

<opentext> If, we are doing all that Father has asked of us, then one will be content with whatever state they are in… Whether at home, on the job, or out taking in the beauty of Father's creation.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> but what about ,when i have made some mistakes?

<opentext> How long does one take to confess or admit their mistakes to Father? The devil would like us to postpone that as long as possible, so that one will "feel" guilty. For then they will hide from God, rather then immediately restoring their relationship with Him.

<diligently> oh yes,,our gift of forgiveness  .

<diligently> and Father forgives and forgets.

<opentext> That is why Jesus Christ died, was to bring about reconciliation with Father through His sacrifice. He paid the price for all sin, not just some… As soon as we make a blunder, we should immediately seek Father's forgiveness. This is why in all that we do, we should do it to be pleasing to Father… Being pleasing to Father...this should be our motive in all that we say and do…  How many things would you do, if you always first asked yourself...is this pleasing to Father?

<diligently> not as many as i do, do.

<his> less..much less at times

<joyful> would be sitting very still and quiet

<shama> only the things that we heard Him ask us to do, no more and no less

<opentext> Thus, why it is recorded, that Jesus Christ only spoke the things He heard Father speak, and did only those things He saw Father do. And thus why Paul said to be followers of Him, as he was of Christ.

<opentext> Eph 6:6  6
Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;
(KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that we walk by sight, that is what others may think or say of us; rather then by faith?

<diligently> oh my,,we have at times  :-(  … but  PYF..not as i used to ..

<shama> that's what our flesh would rather do

<opentext> Gal 1:10-12 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> What one often forgets, is that one learned the mystery of the gospel, by revelation from God. He may have used some other human vessel to point us to it, however, it was still revealed to us by God, through His Spirit…. Today, will you be the example of the believer, so as to please Father, and not any man?

<at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <matti> yes <joyful> yes <his> yes <h-d-k> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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