Bible Study Tuesday 3 October 2000

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and all you know we have need of and have given us, that will keep and sustain us in all wisdom and truth, as we fellowship this morning and as we go about the business you have asked of us this day, with praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Eph 6:19And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

<opentext> i find it interesting, that Paul a prisoner in bonds, asks for prayer, that he may open his mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.

<opentext> How many of you, sitting in prison, would want to open your mouth, to expound further on the very thing that got you there in the first place?

<rhoumai> my flesh would be very reluctant

<his> if i was there for the same reason as paul, yes.......if for any other reason...no

<diligently> we would be in prayer none stop.

<opentext> Most, in reading verse 20, see that he is an ambassador, but few correlate that he is an ambassador in bonds. Nor do most ever think of an ambassador as being a prisoner.

<opentext> We are in the world, but not of this world. And this is what one must remember. If we deny Him before men, then He will deny us before Father. Thus, why it is so important that we recognize the hope of glory that is within us, Christ, and take the time and make the effort to learn all that we can of our rights and authority in Him.

<opentext> Matt 10:33But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 34Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. (KJV)

<opentext> We often forget, that they put Jesus Christ to death for the message that He preached. People did not want a spiritual deliverance, but rather a physical. They wanted people to look up to them, and to respect them as a nation.

<opentext> Definition for ...i may speak boldly...in Eph 6:20.....

3955  parrhesiazomai (par-hray-see-ad'-zom-ahee);middle voice from 3954; to be frank in utterance, or confident in spirit and demeanor: 

KJV-- be (wax) bold, (preach, speak) boldly.

<opentext> How often is it, then when you present the Word, that you have total confidence in that which you speak? or, are you hoping that it is so?

<diligently> in anything we share,,our heart knows it very deeply,or we will not share it,but sometimes we can not explain as my heart knows.

<at-peace> i am confident when i know it is the Lord leading in that which i speak, and not of myself

<his> i used to speak a lot to others but it mostly hope...now i try to only speak on things i know...that Father has shown me

<opentext> In Matt 10:36, it says that a man's foes, shall be those of his own household. But what is a foe?

 Let's look at the definition of that word.....2190  echthros-1) hated, odious, hateful 2) hostile, hating, and opposing another used of men as at enmity with God because of their sin 1) opposing (God) in the mind 

2) a man that is hostile 3) a certain enemy 4) the hostile one 5) the Devil who is the most bitter enemy of the divine government

<opentext> How many of you would speak forth the mystery, if you knew it would mean certain physical death?

<rhoumai> i believe i would, not being in the situation right now...i could go home :-)

<his> if i was sure Father was asking...i would..there is nothing to keep me here

<diligently> spirit would,flesh would cry,and not want to.yes,as graeme says.

<at-peace> as graeme said

<opentext> If one will recall at the middle of this chapter, Paul exhorted us to stand, that is to know our rights and authority in Christ; and when we had done all to know these rights, to then still stand. That is to hold fast our profession of faith, without wavering. Without being tossed to and from by every wind of doctrine that might blow through.

<opentext> When Jesus Christ stood before Pilate, and had the opportunity to speak, but was silent....not misusing His authority.

<opentext> As an ambassador, one must know the voice of the Master, so they can present the terms and conditions that he sets forth, not that which we "think" may or may not work.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that we do not take the time to listen attentively to His instructions, and thus present something other then His truth?

<diligently> in the past i have done this a time or two..our mouth took off mouth housing.

<his> when our motives are wrong.. when trying to something other than please Father

<rhoumai> when we try to impress others with what we think we know

<his> to do something

<diligently> when i was trying to be the saviour.

<diligently> or wanting  none to perish.

<opentext> Another thing that is an easy trap to fall into; and that is that many start to revel in the role of the ambassador. They become caught up in the role, and thus forget who they are representing. When one does this, doesn't pride get in the way?

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes, and with pride the fall is sure to come, if we don't humble ourselves before Him

<diligently> yes

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:15This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 16Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. (KJV)

<opentext> One must remember, that we are a sinner that has been saved by grace. One must continue in this grace. If we continue in His Word (grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, His Word is truth) then we are His disciples in deed...and continuing in this truth is what sets us free, and keeps us free.

<opentext> For by grace, have you been saved through believing in His message. By allowing His Word to become a very way of life. Becoming a doer of the Word, and not one that just talks about it, or talks to be heard of men.

<opentext> A true ambassador, present the terms and conditions, as presented to him by whom he represents. Being confident, that if there is an uprising, the Master will recall His ambassadors.

<opentext> Matt 10:39He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.40He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.41He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward (KJV)

<opentext> How many times have you thought about receiving a prophets reward?

<rhoumai> i haven't heard of it before...but it sounds like it would be painful for the flesh

<diligently> have not

<h-d-g> most of them did not die of old age

<opentext> Have you ever thought about having that which you have seen some other Christian have? Yet, have no idea of what it took for them to get to that place, or what it takes for them to maintain it.

<diligently> yes, in the past i have.

<rhoumai> many times...am learning to be content and allow Father to work with me with what i have, not what i have not

<his> i knew it required dedication from the beginning but could only understand how to be dedicated in flesh....now learning Father's ways

<opentext> We are all called to be ambassadors for Him, so each person must seek God with all their heart, so they can hear that which He has for them.  Just as each country has a different ambassador sent to them, so God has different ambassadors for every occasion. And unless we have taken the time to hear His instructions for us, we may miss that which he has asked of us to do.

<opentext> Today, will you make the effort, to hear all that God has for you? After all, faith is developed by hearing His message!

<his> yes   <diligently> yes   <h-d-g> yes  <at-peace> yes  <rhoumai> yes!

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> matt 10:41kjv 41  He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.

<his> was wondering what the significance of separating prophet's reward and righteous man's reward ?

<opentext> Christ and Jesus

<his> Christ being our righteousness.. the reward being eternal life ?

<opentext> Christ, the Son of God was sent from God, the Son given.....Jesus of Nazareth born, who showed the way that we too could follow

opentext> one of the definitons for prophet, is Messaih

<opentext> Matt 13:57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. 58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
 (KJV)

<opentext> does that help graeme

<his> get it now..many  thanks

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open

