Bible Study Tuesday 19 September, 2000

<his> Our Father, thank you for this opportunity to gather before You to hear the counsel You have for Your children this day. Thank You for the things You have done and are doing in and through us by and through your Word, and for that You have already planned for us.  Through Jesus Christ

<opentext> Eph 6:18 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; (KJV)

<opentext> After all that we have looked at and covered here in Ephesians chapter 6, isn't it interesting that Paul concludes this all with addressing prayer… Praying always. A constant and continuous relationship and fellowship with Father… Now, many will panic when they look at this verse...as that Paul says praying in the Spirit. So for a moment stop and consider this, that Paul tells us that we are to walk in the Spirit as well. Now, does that mean there is a certain step one has to learn, such as a dance?

<rhoumai> no <helpmate> no <at-peace> no <shama>  no <his> no <diligently> no

<opentext> So then, what Paul means by walking or praying in the Spirit then, is that one allow themselves to be led by the Spirit, who will lead us and guide us into all truth, for His Word is truth… In other words, using the Word not only as our pattern for life in Christ, but also the example that we too should follow. As Paul said, be followers of me as I am of Christ… Following the way established by Jesus of Nazareth, as He listened to and obeyed the Spirit of Christ within Him, and allowed the Word to guide His every step while here on this earth.

<opentext> Eph 6:18 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, (KJV)

<opentext> Learning and training one self, to seek Father's wisdom and counsel on each and every step that we take. Most only want a relationship with God when they "want" something. Our continuous desire should be to please God, and without faith (hearing and living the message delivered through Christ) it is impossible to please Him… The Word clearly tells us, that Father knows that which we have need of, before we ask of Him. Yet, how often is it, that we hope that God will meet our need, instead of asking Him?

<shama> too often

<diligently> often and we are always joyful and blessed with what Fathers has given us.

<rhoumai> too often, for me

<opentext> So then, there are times that we will not have that which we need, because one has not asked. One needs to learn to ask of Him, knowing that if you ask for bread, He will NOT give you a stone… However, then James also tells us, that there are times that we will not have, because one will ask for the wrong reasons.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> is not asking once each day that He will supply that which He knows what He knows we have need of enough ?...or should we be asking at other times ?

<opentext> if you ask that day more then once, would you then be operating in faith? one must remember that the widow went only once to the unjust judge to be avenged, but because she knew her rights and authority, she was avenged. Once one asks at the beginning of the day, then they need to expect God to answer and supply 

<his> no one would not be..but from the discussion i thought you were indicating there are times when asking more specifically is necessary

<opentext> Paul tells us in Philippians, that with prayer, supplication, with thanksgiving...let your requests be made known unto God.....when do you thank someone? … if i have started the day off properly, in fellowship and communion with Father....then if during the day, something "appears " to be lacking, then i may thank Him that He has met the need… that help  graeme?

<his> yes very much thanks

<opentext> However, then James also tells us, that there are times that we will not have, because one will ask for the wrong reasons… Have you ever wanted God to do something for you, that others would then see that you are special to God? … such as...God do this, so this will prove to them that i am serving you.

<h-d> in the past, ...have learned since then that He is no respecter of persons

<rhoumai> not sure

<diligently> no

<his> i probably have..but am not aware of it

<at-peace> don't recall at the moment, but in some way in the past i probably have

<diligently> same here,not aware of it.if ever have

<opentext> our primary goal or motive for all that we do, is that one will grow closer to Father in their relationship. i do not need to prove my relationship with God to anyone else. One has to grow in their confidence of their relationship with God, and know that He will provide that which they have need of, as long as they hold fast their profession of faith without wavering… Many people will tell God that they want to know it all, and know it right now, rather then saying Lord, give me the bread that you know that i need, to make it through this day faithful to you… Or, others might say, God show me this, so i can be just like so and so. Or, do this, so they will see that i am someone special… Checking our motives. Praying in the Spirit. That way one will seek that which they have need of, not that which they want, or think that they need… Praying or talking with God, in line with His Word… Do you ever find it written, that jesus Christ asking Father for a miracle, so that He could dazzle or impress the crowds?

<h-d> no <diligently> no..never <shama> no <at-peace> no <his> no… only so need would be supplied

<opentext> In each and every instant, we see Him answering the prayer of someone that was seeking from God. Did He just happen to be at that very place, on that very day, that the woman with the issue of blood was there?

<his> no <h-d> no <shama> no <diligently> no 

<opentext> Or, one can look at that Ethiopian eunuch, who was asking God for a clearer understanding of that which was written in His Word, and lo and behold, Phillip is there, to meet the need of that person… This is what one has to expect from God, if their hearts desires are in line with His Word… Today, will you believe God for that which you have need of?

<at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <h-d> yes <rhoumai> yes, indeed! <shama> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> from what i am understanding about prayer, if we ask Father to supply all that we have need of for that day, no matter what comes up, we thank Him, not ask for Him to meet that certain need?

<opentext> i may thank Him that He has met that specific need that may arise during the day....one has to remember in Matt 6, the Lord said that we should ask for our daily bread....so if i ask at the start of the day, then throughout the day, for myself anyhow, i thank Him that the need has been met

<rhoumai> ok...thanks

<opentext> One must realize, and remember, that He says that He will withhold no good thing from us...and that every good and perfect gift comes down from above....so then if i am walking with Him, then just as every need was met for jesus Christ, and the works that He did should we do also, then Father will meet those needs, if i am walking and talking in the Spirit

<rhoumai> yes, true

<opentext> this is to where my understanding is at this present time… God said it, i believe it, and that settles it

<rhoumai> amen!

<opentext> for His Word is settled in heaven

<opentext> Ps 119:89-92 89
For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 90 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 91 They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants. 92
Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction. (KJV)

<opentext> Gen 1:3 3
​And God said​, Let there be light: and there was light. (KJV)

<opentext> God said, He would supply all your need...is His Word as sure today, as it was yesterday?

<rhoumai> yes, it sure is

<his> yes <diligently> yes <h-d> yes

<at-peace> yes.. it is the same yesterday, today, and forever

<opentext> any other questions or comments from todays study?

<h-d> Heb 13:8 8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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