Bible Study Monday 2 October,2000

<his> Our heavenly Father, thank You for this time to gather together and eat of Your bread of Life and drink of Your living waters. That which You know we have need of to enable us to that which You ask of us this day.  Through Jesus Christ….

<opentext> Eph 6:18-20, 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

<opentext> As we come to a conclusion of the book of Ephesians, one must also keep in mind, that from this book, we have been given the outline for living a Godly life in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Often times, we will read and hear the words, and may even memorize or remember them. However, one must allow these words and precepts to ebcome an actual way of life.

<opentext> Paul asked for prayer, that he would be able to open his mouth, and plainly set forth the revelation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> There is a saying in the world, that a picture is worth a thousand words. So if one is being the example of the believer, in word and conduct and lifestyle, their life will be proclaiming this revelation of Christ in our life.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (KJV)

<opentext> Being an ambassador for the kingdom of God. One who will represent God, and all that His kingdom stands for. Paul also referred to himself as a prisoner of the Lord. How could he be both an ambassador and a prisoner?

<diligently> becauce in all that he did, he asked of Father.they go together.

<helpmate> he was totally consumed in Christ

<his> he knew there was no alternative to living the gospel..and physically he was in prison in Rome for the Lord

<rhoumai> he is an ambassador because he is no longer fighting the battle, but instructing others, and a prisoner, because he is loyal to Father without exception, by choice

<opentext> good answers...

 <opentext> John 6:67Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. (KJV)

<opentext> When the words of Jesus Christ offended many of his followers, and they left, then the Lord asked the twelve if they would leave also. After having lived on both sides of the fence (so to speak), and have tasted the good Word of God, where is there for one to go to, when they see the fulness of Jesus Christ revealed?

<diligently> follower of Christ

<at-peace> no where, except to press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus

<his> only His Way. Jn 14:6

<rhoumai> there isn't another way...only one way...everything else is death

<ready2> to continue in His word, to the end of this race, no looking back

<opentext> His way, or the wrong way. So we are then able to see and understand, how one can be an ambassador for His kingdom, as well as a prisoner to His Word.

<opentext> As an ambassador, one must deliver the message exactly as given to Him, by the one whom he represents.

<opentext> John covers this aspect very well on the close of the book of Revelation. One is not supposed to add to, or take away from God's Word.

<opentext> Rev 22:18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. (KJV)

<opentext> And if one is in doubt of the plaques, they need to read again, the 28th chapter of Deut.

<opentext> What else would you think are the responsibilities of an ambassador?

<rhoumai> to make the gospel without charge while being an example of the believer

<at-peace> encouraging others to work together

<his> to always consult their head before acting in any way

<diligently> doing all that Father asks of me to to.

<h-d> being a helper of your faith

<opentext> Eccl 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

14For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. (KJV)

<opentext> All a matter of being obedient to His Word. Very simple. 

Yet, it is when we add to or take away from His Word, that it then gets to be complicated. He tells us that we must come to Him as children. Children believe that which a parent says. 

<opentext> Eph 6:20For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

<opentext> That we should be able to present this revealed mystery, with great plainness of speech. Does one use big and complicated words with a child?

<his> no    <diligently> no     <h-d> no  <at-peace> no  <rhoumai> no

<opentext> Does one, or should one talk down to a child?

<rhoumai> not at all   <h-d> no   <diligently> no  <at-peace> no

<his> one should not   <ready2> no

<opentext> Yet, how often when presenting this message, does one talk down to other people? Or how often does one think others have more then they do?

<diligently> we do not talk down to others.

<rhoumai> sometimes i think others have more than me, but that is not right

<ready2> when one is striving to be something they are not

<diligently> we treat all as Father asks of me.

<his> operated in that pride at beginning ...it leads to a fall.....i am complete in Him

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:18I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same steps? 19Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying. (KJV)

<opentext> Walking in the same Spirit. Walking in the same steps. Jesus Christ brought down the mountain tops, and filled in the valleys; He made strait the crooked paths....that we could follow His way, and arrive at eternal life, by and through His example.

<opentext> Learning to speak, as one ought to speak. This happens or comes about, as we study the Scriptures seeking only God's approval. Taking and making the time to always rightly divide the Word of truth; that is allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth, so that one will never have reason to be ashamed as they stand before Him.

<opentext> Being swift or quick to hear, and slow to speak or respond, that is until we have heard all the counsel of God on the matter. How often does one try to respond quickly with what they think they know, rather then waiting on Father and His timing?

<rhoumai> have done that

<ready2> when one is trying to impress people with what they think they have heard instead of waiting till they know

<his> did much at beginning..less often now

<diligently> yes,my flesh wants to respond quickly.spirit ,waits on Father.

<opentext> One ought to respond with Father's words, not their own. This only happens or comes about, as one grows in a working knowledge and understanding of God.

<opentext> Today, will you wait on Father, so that you will speak as you ought to, and not as you think you should?

<rhoumai> yes   <h-d> yes   <diligently> yes  <at-peace> yes  <his> yes

<at-peace> 1 Cor 14:19Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. (KJV)

<at-peace> Prov 25:11A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?
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