Bible Study Monday 18 September, 2000

<at-peace> Father we thank you and praise you for this day and all that you have in store for us in all your truth, wisdom and knowledge, that will keep and sustain us through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 6:17 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: (KJV)

<opentext> And take, grab ahold of...the measure of the gift of God. In Christ, you are complete…  Renewing "your" mind, with the Word of God… How often is it, that one allows their thoughts to drift or stray from the Word of God?

<diligently> once is too often, have at times done that.

<shama> whenever our thoughts are on the cares of this world

<his> too often....many times

<ready2> when one allows self to get distracted

<opentext> Eph 4:14-15 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
(KJV)

<opentext> One has to be stablished in the truth of God's Word; being confident of the righteousness that has been afforded to them, to guide their each and every step with the true Light. For "you" have taken time to study the Word of faith that you will not be mislead or misguided. A firm foundation in the truth…. Grabbing ahold of the truth of God's Word, so that your mind becomes anchored in the truth. So that you think on the things that cause you to grow up into Him, in all things, not just when "you" think it is convenient…. How often is it, that we rationalize, that when i get the problems solved, then i will hear what God has to say?

<ready2> when we focus more on problem than solution

<shama> more than we realise

<diligently> used to do that often in the past.

<his> cannot solve  anything without Him...but still try to at times

<opentext> good answer greg, when one is focused on the problem, the lie, the deception, more then on the truth… It is the truth that sets one free. Thus, why we are to continue in the truth… We seldom think about how difficult it is for the flesh, to allow the mind to be, and stay renewed in His Word…How many other thoughts enter our mind, to lead one away from the truth and assurance of God's Word?

<his> very many try

<diligently> sure there are many, and dont even realize it  at times.

<opentext> Often, we will try to figure out what we can do, before we will turn to God and His Word. We will think of all of the ways that we can correct our error. Confess the blunder, ask for forgiveness, and then do it His way! … The longer one tries to justify the error, the further the thoughts will take you away from the truth… And, it take 2 lies to cover one, four lies to cover 2....and not long till one does not remember what the truth is… How often is it, that you try to justify your mistakes?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> a wrong thought..or thoughts is not always the consequence of error ...or is it ?

<opentext> lol...no…  What one must realize, is that the devil comes to steal, kill and destroy. the devil does all kinds of advertising to try to distract us, to get us to think and contemplate other things. This is why one has to learn to cast down any thought or imagination that tries to exalt itself against the knowledge of God… And if our mind is not renewed in and on the Word, one will not recognize the lie. One will not take the time to seek Father's counsel, that is studying for Father approval, for His answer… that help  graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<opentext> Heb 4:12 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (KJV)

<opentext> It is this Word, that we want to keep our mind renewed with. We want to rightly divide the Word of truth, so that we never have any reason to be ashamed… Paul said to put on the full armor or protection of God....in Christ, you are complete. So it is up to you, to obtain all the insights of what Christ became for us… You, are to be seated in heavenly places in Him. You are to be risen with Him. So to maintain that, one must understand the spiritual blessings, all that Christ made available to the believer… For myself, when building something, i have to see it in my mind, before i can fabricate it. I have learned to also do this with the Word. To see it in my mind, so that i can apply it to my life… One has to get to the place where they KNOW the Word works in the situation, not hope that it does…  How often do you "hope" the Word works?

<h-d-k-m> hope it works when we do it on our own

<ready2> whenever we get ahead of God, then hope it is the right decision

<diligently> have in the way past done that… and when ever i get ahead of God. oh my,never thought of it that way.

<his> less hoping as learn more

<opentext> Eph 6:18 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; (KJV)

<opentext> So then, if we can not believe for ourself, how can we pray effectively for anyone else?

<h-d-k-m> we won't be able to

<diligently> could not,if one does not believe.

<opentext> Why is this? Because we "think" everyone else is more worthy then us? … Or, is it that we are hoping that it works for them, and then some of it may come our direction?

<opentext> Phil 1:6-7 6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you (KJV)

<opentext> Being confident...God said it, i believe it, and that settles it!!! … Yet, how often do we respond like that?

<ready2> having done all to stand, stand, no matter what it feels like or how it appears to the outward

<diligently> we thank Father we can respond as that, and will.

<opentext> or, do you respond...God said it, i think i believe it, and now hope that it works! … Praying always...talking with God always.

<ready2> like casting lots for a new disciple, instead of waiting on the right answer

<diligently> God said it,i believe it,and that settles it.

<opentext> When you talk with God, do you know He is there? Do you know that He hears you? or do you sometimes doubt?

<opentext> IKing 18:27 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. (KJV)

<opentext> Or, even think that God is to busy to be bothered by us?

<diligently> we know He is always there…but have thought some of the other,

<opentext> One's mind has to be renewed in the Word, for one to have confidence in God. Perfect peace comes, when our mind is stayed on Him. Meditating in and on His Word at all times. And this only comes about with training and discipline. Placing your body under subjection to the Spirit of God!

<diligently> at times in the past…not any longer...those are thoughts to cast down.

<opentext> Today, when you put forth the effort needed, to keep your mind renewed on Him?

<his> yes <diligently> yes <h-d-k-m> yes <shama> yes <at-peace> yes 

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<ready2> training our minds, begins with the little things, being faithful in that which is least, and not letting a little leaven get in and fill the whole lump

<opentext> exactly greg....being thankful, causes one to see and then appreciate all that He has done for us

<ready2> precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little, learning to walk one step at a time

<opentext> quit looking at what everyone else is doing (or what you think they are doing) and stay focused on what Father is asking of YOU

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> How many other thoughts enter our mind, to lead one away from the truth and assurance of God's Word?…..

<his> came to mind: … satan comes immediately to steal the Word sown in the heart (Mark 4:14-18) …  all the time

<opentext> the devil does not want us to grow...he does not want us to gain any confidence

<opentext> Ps 78:7-8 7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 8
And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Deut 28:1-2 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. (KJV)

<opentext> risen in and with Christ, seated in heavenly places in Christ, and in heaven there is no lack or shortages

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<ready2> Isa 52:7 7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!  (KJV)
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