Bible Study Wednesday 6 September, 2000

<shama> Father we thank you for all that you have blessed us with this day, and for all that you have to show us in your Word. We come with open hearts to your throne, ready to receive from you, all that you have prepared for us, which will light the way for each step that we take this day, and we give you all the glory, honour and thanks for these things, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 6:16 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for shield from Eph 6:15, derived from....2374..... A late word in this sense a large stone against the door in Homer, from [thura] (2374)(from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament) …  2374  thura-  a door  a) the vestibule  b) used of any opening like a door, an entrance, way or passage into  c) in a parable or metaphor 1) the door through which sheep go in and out, the name of him who brings salvation to those who follow his guidance  2) "an open door" is used of the opportunity of doing something  3) the door of the kingdom of heaven (likened to a palace) denotes the conditions which must be complied with in order to be received into the kingdom of God

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, without faith, it is impossible to please God… Faith, is by hearing, and applying to ones life, the message delivered by Christ… The moment we accepted Father's terms and conditions for salvation, that is, we confessed with our mouth the Lord Jesus (for this same Jesus was made both Lord and Christ) and believed in our heart that God raised Him from the dead, you were saved (sozo) born anew, made that new creation in Christ.

<opentext> John 10:1-2 1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ is the door to His sheepfold....Jesus of Nazareth is the way , established by the truth (His Word is truth, is Christ the Son of God) which will lead one to eternal life.

<opentext> John 10:7-9 7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
(KJV)

<opentext> Often times when we look at scriptures, we look at them individually, instead of allowing Father to tie them all together, so that we can see things as Father designed them to be.

<opentext> Rev 3:8  8
 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. (KJV)

<opentext> Without Christ or faith, it is impossible to please God. For if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His… Christ Jesus is the only way that one can access Father. One has to believe and operate in, the message delivered through Christ Jesus, the channel and instrument of our salvation, our relationship with Father.

<opentext> Rev 3:20-22  20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. (KJV)

<opentext> Each and every day, one can hear the knock on the door of their heart. The Lord wanting to abide within us, to supply us with all that we have need of this day… Yet, how often do we make or take the time to sit at this table with Him? Do we open the door to our heart to allow Him to show us the way in which we should travel?

<diligently> yes, the best we know how, we do our best daily to please Father.

<h-d> yes we should in all we say and do

<rhoumai> when i don't, i get into a mess to clean up. it is only with His guidance that we know which way to go each day

<his> one has to make the decision every day.. sometimes one doesn't leave it open as much as one needs to

<opentext> Rev 4:1 1
After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, (KJV)


<opentext> Often times one only looks at this scripture in connection with the catching away of the Church. Yet, if one will look and hear that which all of the Word says, we are already to be seated in heavenlies in Christ Jesus. We are supposed to be already risen with Him, and seeking those things which are above, where Christ sits at the right hand of God… This shield of faith, this door opened by His Word, is what gives one access and fellowship with Father… The shield of faith, this door into the sheepfold. The only door that can be used to access Father. Any other way is that used by thieves and robbers… It is His Word, that one must use to light and illuminate their path. Being sure that each and every step they take, is established by rightly dividing His Word of truth, so that one will never have any reason to be ashamed…  Being prepared in His Word, this day, so that one may do all that is asked of them by Father…  However, one can only do this, if they have accepted the truth of His Word as their foundation, and have accepted the righteousness of God, Christ, as their way to this throne of grace… You have the truth, you have His righteousness, and you should be prepared in this gospel of peace each day. It is up to you, to work out your own salvation with respect and reverence for God. Using this door into His Word to establish your heart and mind in His instructions…  It is only by eating this bread of life, and partaking of these living waters, that one is able to extinguish every fiery lie of the devil… That is why Peter tells us that we are to be partakers of His divine nature, that new creation in Christ. Walking in that newness of the Spirit, and not the oldness of the letter. The law of faith is that which every believer should be walking in.

<opentext> John 1:3-5 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 1:2-3 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you take this shield of faith, and use it to keep you close to God, by exposing all of the lies of the devil?

<h-d> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <rhoumai> yes! <his> yes 

<ready2> yes indeed

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> a question about doors and keys.....

<his> Rev 1:18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. (KJV)

<his> is the key for the door of death (spiritual death) the power which Jesus Christ has to keep the way to Father's presence open to us ?

<opentext> Christ rose from hell, and Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead....

<opentext> Rom 8:11 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. (KJV)

<opentext> of the two, He made one new man…  the firstborn from the dead, the firstborn of many brethren, the firstfruits of them that slept

<opentext> Col 1:15 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:  (KJV)

<opentext> Col 1:18 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 12:23 23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, (KJV)


<opentext> 1 Cor 15:20-21 20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  (KJV)

<opentext> that help graeme?

<opentext> James 1:18 18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. (KJV)

<his> yes much thanks

<ready2> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<ready2> Matt 16:18 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (KJV)

<ready2> was looking at the keys of hell and death, that Christ set us free, we are no longer stuck prisoners of the devil, which allows us to be partakers of His divine nature

<opentext> exactly, the doors of the thieves and robbers shall not prevail against us

<ready2> the keys are what set us free, the gates of hell could no longer hold us captive, and now we are seated in heavenly places in Christ

<opentext> His sheep hear His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow… That is the victory, that was made available to us, for in Christ one will always triumph, they will always be victorious, they will be more then a conqueror, for they will walk in His victory.

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> Matt 16:19 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  (KJV)

<at-peace> He has the keys to hell and death... and we have been given the keys of the kingdom of heaven

<opentext> lets look at this verse a little closer...keys of the kingdom...not keys to....in my Father's house there are "many" mansions…  it was also in His following up, in explaining the mystery to them; so once we have become that new creation in Christ, all of His kingdom is available to us now. It is a matter of one using all that Father has made available to the believer…  that help charlene?

<at-peace> yes

<at-peace> Col 2:3 3
In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)

<at-peace> seeking those treasures of wisdom and knowledge… that will enable us each day to remain in Him on His strait and narrow path…  opening the eyes of our understanding

<opentext> revealed by His Spirit...

<opentext> if no other questions then we will open the channel for fellowship...and remember, tomorrow is Q & A day

<at-peace> it comes down to learning to use those keys properly to loose that which will enable us, and bind that which hinders us

<opentext> the victory one has in Christ

<opentext> Rom 8:37 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  (KJV)

<opentext> the difference between speaking to the Rock, and smiting the Rock

<at-peace> most often we bind the very thing that will enable us in our walk by our own words

<opentext> thus, why one needs to operate in His wisdom, and not ours (which Isaiah described quite well)

<at-peace> not leaning to our own understanding… being swift to hear and slow to speak

<opentext> He is the way…  so then one should speak the truth (His Word is truth)…  for we have listened to all of His counsel

<opentext> Prov 3:6-8 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 8
It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to   thy bones.  (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 16:2-3 2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.  3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established. (KJV)

<ready2> John 8:36 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. (KJV)

< opentext> IF...one will continue in His Word

<at-peace> Rom 12:2  2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye  transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> prove= rightly dividing the Word of truth
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