Bible Study Tuesday 5 September, 2000

<ready2> heavenly Father i thank you for this opportunity to partake of your bread of life, your word of grace which is able to build us up and make us wise unto salvation, and i thank you for this through your Son Jesus Christ

<opentext> Eph 6:16 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (KJV)

<opentext> Taking the shield of faith. By grace, are you saved through faith…  Not of works, lest any man should boast. Yet, without faith, it is impossible to please Him…  Faith, ones ability to believe God and His Word… When one is first born again, you receive the measure of faith. You receive the measure of the gift of Christ…  Now that you have received faith, what do you do with it? Do you set it on a shelf? Do you frame it and hang it on the wall?

<his> nurture it

<diligently> we are to let our light shine.

<shama> we should use it....walk in it....faith without works is dead

<rhoumai> we are to use it daily to walk in the spirit and please Father

<helpmate> use it in everything that we say and do....gal5:16

<opentext> Faith, my ability to believe God, comes by hearing, hearing and then applying to my life, the message once delivered by Christ. YOU, have to take responsibility for YOUR relationship with God. You have to develop this relationship… God so loved the world, that He gave of His Son. His Son in being obedient to Father, suffered and died, to make the way for our reconciliation, that we might again have fellowship with God… God has proved His love, and now through faith, we are able to prove our love for God.

<opentext> John 3:16-18 16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 3:16 16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  (KJV)

<opentext> God has proved His love. Faith is our ability to prove how much we believe God, and trust in His Word. 

<opentext> Rom 3:3 3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?  (KJV)

<opentext> If one is to deny God and His plan of salvation, does it nullify that which God has done?

<h-k> not at all

<his> no

<rhoumai> nope, it sure doesn't

<diligently> no <shama> no <at-peace> no

<ready2> He cannot deny himself

<opentext> So when one does not operate according to God and His Word...it does not affect God, but it does affect the person that has rejected His Word.

<opentext> Heb 11:6 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as when we first got saved, we had to believe that God is. We believed that somehow God had used Jesus Christ to pay the debt for our reconciliation, yet did not comprehend how it could be so…  Then as one would read and study God's Word, they developed a further and deeper understanding of God, His Word, and all that Father and Son went through, to bring about our reconciliation… The more we then learn of His Word, the more our faith is developed, and the more that on gets to where they trust God and His Word…  As long as we are here on this earth, there will be room for one's faith to be further developed… Without learning and growing in His Word, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

<opentext> It is 'THE GIFT"  of God… What do you do when you receive a gift that you prize or cherish; do you hide it in the closet? Do you throw it in the trash?

<h-k> you set it out for all to see

<diligently> we prize and cherish it.

<shama> no you want everyone to see it

<his> no..one strives to make full use of it

<rhoumai> no, we hold it dear, and put it where we can see it often...or use it often

<at-peace> place it where it can be seen

<ready2> i like to thank the giver of the gift first…  to chuck it in the garbage would be an insult

<opentext> How often are we thankful for that which we have received? Do we use this gift at every opportunity, or only when it will benefit one self?

<rhoumai> we should seek every opportunity to use the gift

<diligently> every opportunity, our light is to shine.

<opentext> What about if you had a child, and you built them a room and placed everything they could ever need within this room. Every time you went and looked at this room, it was messy and cluttered, with most everything out of place. What would your thoughts be?

<diligently> mm need to teach them better.. teach them to keep all things in order.

<shama> that they do not appreciate or love what they have been given

<rhoumai> that the child didn't appreciate what it was blessed with

<h-k> a lack of respect for all that was given

<his> i have trained them the bad habits i learnt myself

<ready2> my thoughts would be to teach them to keep the room in order and appreciate what they have

<opentext> If you will think about this for a moment, this is exactly what Father has done for each and every person on this earth. He has blessed with ALL spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus… Often times, we are not satisfied with what He has given us. And because we do not appreciate that which He has done, and given us, we throw a tantrum and leave our temple messy and cluttered… Without ones ability to believe and live the message delivered by Christ, we are in essence throwing the gift into the middle of the room, and telling God that we do not think much of what He has done for us… And at times, we try to dictate to God, what we think we need. Is this living by faith?

<rhoumai> no <shama> no <diligently> no <h-k> no <his> no <at-peace> no

<ready2> walking more by sight than faith

<opentext> Rom 12:3 3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  (KJV)

<opentext> You have been dealt, the measure of faith, you have been given everything that you have need of, to walk through this life pleasing to God.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> And at times, we try to dictate to God, what we think we need. Is this living by faith?.....   does this mean asking for things according to our wants.. trying to be specific about what we think are our "needs" ?

<opentext> Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then all these things shall be added unto you. For your heavenly Father knows that which you have need of, before you "ask"…  If we truly realize who God is, one would seek that which He knows we have need of, rather then trying to get things, consuming them upon our own lusts… There is a fine line between pride and confidence…  And one is to be confident of the work that He has begun in us, and also to know that He will bring it to completion… does that help graeme?

<his> my grace is sufficient for thee comes to mind...yes thanks....a trap one can easily fall into without fully realising it..

<ready2> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<ready2> this verse came to mind

<ready2> Prov 14:12 12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
(KJV)

<ready2> man sees and judges by the outward what is appealing to the flesh, but God sees the end result which is death…  knowing what we have need of, supplying our needs not our wants

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth showed us the way, established through the truth of God's Word, Christ, which if one will follow will lead to eternal life, for there is no other way  to Father…  Hearing the message delivered by and through Christ, will cause one to walk the same path that Jesus Christ set for us to follow. This is the door that leads to eternal life.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship....and pray that you all received something from study today.
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