Bible Study Thursday 24 August, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father we thank you and praise you for another day to serve you to the best of our ability in all that you ask of us... we ask that you would give each of us that which you know we have need of, that will keep and sustain us in our walk this day through Christ Jesus our Lord..

<opentext> Eph 6:14 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; (KJV)

<opentext> In becoming born again, we had to hear the truth of God's Word. Then, it is a matter of allowing the Word to overwhelm us, that we might hear and obey all that Father asks of us.

<opentext> Matt 5:6-8 6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
(KJV)

<opentext> We are to hunger and thirst after righteousness, that bread of life and the living waters… What happens though, when people see one hungering and thirsting after His righteousness?

<diligently> we are over joyed, and praise Father… thank Him

<shama> some get irritated and convicted themselves, to see others hungry for the Word

<rhoumai> most people of the world see it as a phase and think they will get over it

<his> if we see someone searching..many try to be  the savior

<opentext> good answers.... yet, for the most part, since we know the children of the desolate, are far more then the children of God, often times it will be persecution

<opentext> Matt 5:10-11 10
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, people are going to persecute one for making the decision to live for and follow the example of Jesus Christ… The Word does convict. It does cause people to take a close look at their lifestyle, as well as those that they are associating with.

<opentext> Luke 6:22-23 22
Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. (KJV)

<opentext> What is it, to live a righteous life for God?

<rhoumai> to use Jesus Christ as an example and do all to please Father, no matter the cost

<shama> to follow the example that Jesus Christ set for us....hearing and obeying Father always

<diligently> live our life with our whole being for Father and be a servant of Christ

<h-k> to do all that He asks of you

<his> a full time occupation,,,to learn to remain acceptable to Him

<at-peace> to walk by faith and not by sight... being content in whatever state we are in, knowing who our strength and authority is

<g-d> a total contradiction to those that are outside the kingdom of God, like shining a light in their closet so to speak

<opentext> To be a hearer, and a doer of the Word… What people often forget, is that it was "the religious" people that persecuted Jesus Christ. It was these same people that sought His death.

<opentext> John 15:20-21 20
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> The more one decides, and determines to live for God, one can expect the same kind of treatment that Jesus Christ received. And, it will come from the religious people… This is why one has to know His Word, be able to hear Father clearly, so that they are able to rightly divide the Word of truth...so that they will never have any reason to be ashamed, when they stand before Him…  For many, they think that once they have accepted Jesus Christ, that life is going to become easy, and that everyone is going to like them. However, this is not what the Bible tells us.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:7-9 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.  8
We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;  9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;  (KJV)

<opentext> Do you think that Noah in his day, had any persecution?

<h-k-d> 100 years worth

<diligently> always, he did

<at-peace> yes

<his> yes

<shama> yes because he was hearing and obeying God

<rhoumai> oh yes

<g-d> as in the days of noah, so it is now, same devil, same persecutions

<opentext> What kind of trust and determination, did it take for Noah to hold steadfast till the end?

<h-k-d> complete

<at-peace> complete, nothing waivering

<his> 100 %

<diligently> with his whole heart and soul, he had to trust in Father

<shama> he knew what God was asking of him and totally obeyed and trusted

<rhoumai> never considering the circumstances, but hold fast to what he knew Father asked of him

<opentext> Not surprising then, that the Lord said that the last days shall be as the days of Noah. People will laugh and make fun of a persons stand for God…  They will eat, drink, and have what they consider is fun, until the day comes...and then it will be too late.

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:14-16 14
But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 16
Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> Being ready to have Father's answer, for anyone that asks a reason of the hope within us; that is, Christ in you, the hope of glory.

<opentext> Phil 3:9-10 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
(KJV)

<opentext> Having on, the breastplate of righteousness....knowing who Christ is, and the power of His resurrection… One has to know and understand their right standing with God. They have to be confident in the work that He has begun in them, and the trust to know that He will bring it to completion, if one will hear and obey His voice.

<opentext> Rom 8:9-10 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
(KJV)

<opentext> It is not our own righteousness, for we know our own righteousness is as filthy rags. It has to be the righteousness of Christ that is our life. Thus, why we have to know the truth of God's Word to be set free, and accept the righteousness of Christ as our right standing with God, and then be prepared with this good news, so that we will know where we are to walk…  It takes preparation, for one to know that which Father is asking of them each day. Today, one has to take and make the time, to be sure that their spirit man is fed and nourished. This should come about before any thoughts of pampering the flesh…  Today, will you do all that you can, to maintain your right standing with God through Christ?

<shama> yes <rhoumai> yes <his> ÿes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes, <h-k-d> yes

<g-d> having done all, stand

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> "not having mine own righteousness"  anytime we give an answer for justification, explanation, or out of our own knowledge and not listen to Father...aren't we trying to establish our own righteousness?

<opentext> John 8:28-29 and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29
And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<opentext> The example that Jesus Christ set for us, is that we should always hear Father's counsel before speaking…  swift to hear, and slow to speak

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> "and the power of His resurrection".... am hearing that it is knowing that power that delivers us in each situation from the dead... am i understanding this correctly?

<opentext> or, one could look at it as, that power that keeps one among the living.

<at-peace> okay

<opentext> if one remains in Christ, they remain that new creation....and thus the former things are dead and buried

<opentext> Isa 43:18-19 18 Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.  (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<g-d> a comment on our own righteousness

<opentext> ok

<g-d> Rom 10:2-4 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  4
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. (KJV)

<opentext> good one greg

<g-d> have tried to establish my own righteousness, by trying to please people, and have fell short of the mark

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> keeps coming to mind:

<his> 2 Corinthians 6:3  Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:  (KJV)

<opentext> seeking Father's approval, not mans

<opentext> if no other questions, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<opentext> Monday we will start on Eph 6:15
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