Bible Study Tuesday 15 August, 2000

<his> Our Father, thank You for the privilege of being able to come before You this day for this time of instruction and fellowship. We ask in Jesus Christ name that You would help us to open our ears to Your voice and to put the things You ask of us into practice in our lives. For Your glory. And we thank You and praise You for this. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior

<opentext> Eph 6:14 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, KJV

<opentext> definition for stand......NT:2476 contextually, to stand immutable, stand firm, of the foundation of a building: 2 Tim 2:19 (from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> unmovable in the truth of His Word… When does one get in trouble? When they listen to and focus on anything or everything but the truth.

<opentext> Eph 1:13 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, KJV

<opentext> The Word of truth, which you heard, and then placed your trust in… And then, after you heard the basics of the message, one would seek out all that is hid within there, so they might operate in the fulness of that which Father has for them.

<opentext> Col 1:23 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;  KJV

<opentext> IF....you continue in the word of His truth....IF...you remain grounded and settled....if you do not allow anyone else to move you or sway you.....because you have heard the Word of truth...  after all, faith comes by one hearing the message once delivered by and through Christ....and His Word is truth… Think about this....what would it be like, if your salvation was dependent upon someone else?

<diligently> oh no!!! could be death

<HisRemnant> there would never be any peace or comfort for me

<his> painful

<shama> we would be uncertain of where our eternal home would be

<opentext> Why would this be so bad? You would not have to do anything then.

<diligently> oh my, don’t want it at all.

<his> it is "knowing" for oneself that gives one confidence

<at-peace> if they are going the wrong way, so would you be if you are dependent on them

<opentext> If you went to hell, you could tell Father it was all the other persons fault.

<HisRemnant> it wouldn't get us out of hell...we would just be there with an excuse

<his> not much use ...one is still in hell

<opentext> Many times we try to think of excuses, for when it comes time to study or spend fellowship with Father. We blame anyone and everything else for our problems… Yet, as we can plainly see, we are responsible for our own salvation. And when we look at it in this context, all of a sudden, we are able to see how wise Father is, as well as that we do not want anyone else responsible for where we will spend eternity…  It is "your" responsibility to know the truth. It is up to "you", to be sure you are firm in your understanding of what God's Word says…  it is as "one" will continue in His Word, that the truth sets them free, and then maintains that freedom in Christ as well… We already know, that none of us would think about feeding our bodies only once or twice a week. Yet, we often do that within the spiritual realm. Why would one neglect that which will live forever....alive or dead.

<h-d-g-k> it takes effort....much study is a weariness to the flesh

<HisRemnant> only if one is letting physical circumstances dictate their spiritual life

<his> when one gives ear to distractions

<opentext> Stand, be firm, know "your" rights and authority, within the truth of His Word. Having "your" loins surrounded in the truth… No one else can do this for you. "YOU", have to know the truth of His Word. Not only hearing it, but then living the truth of this Word as well… We see many people talk about the truth....but few that are willing to live. Few are doers of the Word… It is by continuing in the truth, that one is able to maintain their walk and balance on that strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house… It is by allowing the truth of His Word to illuminate our path, to clearly show us where each and every step should be placed… By keeping the truth hid within our heart, it will expose every false way… By continuing in the truth of His word, then one is able to avoid the spirit of error.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> and this means all steps and ways right? even the tinnie ones.things a lot of us might not think important… i should talk of myself..somethings i didnt think mattered to Father.

<opentext> a step is a step....would you want to risk eternity on one step you failed to hear His counsel on?

<diligently> no, never

<opentext> it is often the little things that get one to stumble, as they think the little things or steps are not quite as important.

<diligently> right, and they are, very

<opentext> 1 John 4:6 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.  KJV

<sinking> He guides our every step we have to trust Him

<opentext> He guides our every step, when we take the time to hear and obey His counsel.

<sinking> trusting Him
<opentext> One not only has to trust His Word, but then also do that which Father asks of them. Being a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only

<sinking> yes

<opentext> Eph 6:14 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, KJV

<opentext> It is up to the individual....to make sure that they are established in the truth of His Word. They have to have a sure foundation. That which is built upon the Rock, and Christ is that Rock…  It is in Christ that one becomes that new creation. It is the truth of the gospel message that sets one free. Then ones faith is developed by hearing and applying to one's life, the message delivered by Christ… Continuing in this Word of truth, this day. Now faith… Will you stay established in his truth this day?

<shama> yes <his2> yes  <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <HisRemnant> yes! <h-d-g-k> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<sinking> So they have to study the scriptures to grow in knowledge and love of Christ

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15-16 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.  KJV

<opentext> that is what the Word tells us

<sinking> yes

<opentext> It all comes to one taking responsibility for their own salvation, with reverence and respect for God.

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> was looking at the following verses that describe a person that is a hearer and a doer of the Word, and noted that it says one who digs deep...would that be like digging deep in His Word, getting on to the meat of the Word?

<shama> Luke 6:47-48 47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:  48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. (KJV)

<opentext> that is correct....and a very good comparison.....and for anyone that has dug in rock, knows what a tough and tedious task that is… Christ is that sure foundation.

<shama> yes

<opentext> Because when we come to Christ, and hear His counsel, then we are listening to His Word, which is Spirit, and it is life… Where the problem arises, is that many think that once they have accepted God's terms for salvation, then they think they only have to trust from that point on, without doing anything further.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> it is a blessing from Father that we are, responsible for our own salvation, He could of if He like point us to others or make us have to be responsible for others and it is a blessing He has not asked this of us.

<opentext> Father's wisdom. 

<diligently> another one of His many blessings…  yes.. He is so wise

<opentext> thus, why we can only point others to Father through Jesus Christ.....

<diligently> yes

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his2> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his2> seeing more how Father removes the burden of worrying about others if we allow Him: 

Matthew 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. (KJV)

<opentext> that is why we cast all of our cares (worries, distresses, anxieties) on Him....we cast them, let go of them, get them out of our reach so we will leave them with Him… It is when we are able to realize that Jesus Christ paid the total price for us, that we are able to enter into that rest, knowing that all has been done… YOU, are complete in Him!

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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