Bible Study Tuesday 8 August, 2000

<shama> Father we do thank you for all that you have done for us this day and for the blessings that you bestow upon us in abundance.... we pray that we will hear all that you have to teach us this day, and allow it to guide us each step that we take, so that others may see Christ, the Hope of glory within us, and we ask these things, and thank you for them, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 6:10-11 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (KJV)

<opentext> Knowing and remembering, who we are in Christ.

<opentext> Eph 6:12 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

<opentext> we do not wrestle against flesh and blood…  yet, how often do we try to take it into the fleshly arena?

<rhoumai> much too often

<shama> sometimes too much

<joyful> too often

<diligently> yes,have done that.

<his> often..everytime we operate without Christ

<diligently> wolfs in sheeps clothing

<opentext> It is only in Christ that one is able to stand. 

<opentext> Rom 8:35 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (KJV)

<opentext> As soon as w try to put faces on the situation, our focus is wrong… It is a spiritual battle, and spiritual forces that are working against the believer… And, it is not really a battle, since we know that Jesus Christ did rise victorious. .. The battle ground is within the mind itself, as to who one will follow…  Will we believe the Father of truth, or the father of lies… The truth is what sets one free, as they continue in the truth. It is when we neglect the truth, that one then begins to entertain imaginations and thoughts… How easy is it to begin to neglect the Word?

<rhoumai> very easily...one day at a time

<diligently> it could be easy if that is what one choose to do.

<his> it is always one choice away

<shama> easy if we chose to allow the distractions to be our focus

<opentext> Choosing to focus in and on the truth, rather then the imaginations and thoughts… Thus, why one must choose each day, to keep the mind renewed in and on the Word of truth. To maintain our relationship with Father; for they that worship Him, must do so in Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, and in truth, His Word being the guide into all truth… The key is, to always focus on what liberates us, not that which is trying to take you prisoner.

<opentext> Eph 6:13 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<opentext> take unto YOU....yet, all too often, we want someone else to do all of the work for us. We want someone else to do all of the studying for us… only YOU, can establish the relationship that YOU need with Father, by and through Christ Jesus… You, can only do this, by finding all that YOU have inherited, as an adopted child of God…  and again, Paul emphasizes, that YOU have received ALL of Christ. Take ALL that you have received… It comes down to YOUR relationship with God. Others can tell you what the Word says. They can tell you where scripture verses are. Ultimately, it is going to be how much of His Word you allow to become real to you… How much you allow this Word to become a very way of life.

<opentext> John 14:6-7 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7
If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
(KJV)

<opentext> This is the way to Father's house. This is the way to a strong and lasting relationship with Father. It cannot be on what is established in the flesh.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17 16
Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus, why Paul tells us not to focus on any flesh…  One must recognize how Jesus of Nazareth was able to always be victorious. By allowing the mind of Christ to be that which guides our every step.

<opentext> Ps 119:104-105 104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. 105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.  (KJV)

<opentext> def for precept....  6490  piqquwd (pik-kood');  or piqqud (pik-kood'); from 6485; properly, appointed, i.e. a mandate (of God; plural only, collectively, for the Law): KJV-- commandment, precept, statute.

<opentext> mandate, an order or command

<opentext> God tells us, that if we hear and obey His Word, we will live. So then, if we ignore His Word, it will bring about death.

<opentext> Eph 6:13 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<opentext> that YOU may be able to withstand in the evil day. Why does Paul use the term day, and not days?

<h-d-g> now faith

<shama> now faith, this day, not yesterday and not tomorrow

<diligently> because we live now faith ..today

<rhoumai> today, now faith

<his> now is the day of salvation

<opentext> exactly...it is now faith, today faith… Yet, how often is yesterday or tomorrow ones focus?

<h-d-g> too often

<diligently> oh my..i have at times..and alls it gets me is pain.

<rhoumai> working with Father daily to maintain that focus of now faith

<shama> when we are not content in this day that He has made

<his> many times

<opentext> Heb 3:14-15 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;
15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. (KJV)

<opentext> One needs to hear His voice, this day. His sheep hear His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow… How often do we try to blame others for our problems?

<diligently> have done that way in the past.

<rhoumai> anytime we contribute our situation to outside circumstances instead of our choices we have made

<h-d-g> our problems are caused by our choices

<shama> when we are trying to justify our actions and avoid correction

<opentext> To day if ye will hear his voice,.....we must not only hear His voice, but then choose to obey that which we hear… Faith is developed by hearing, and obeying the message once delivered by and through Christ… Ones heart will harden, when they ignore or neglect the Word that they have heard. It is ones own stubbornness that causes the hardness or rebellion.

<opentext> Eph 6:13 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, (KJV)

<opentext> You have to take it. You have to acquire it. You have to value it. And then one must maintain possession of it…  In Christ we are able to overcome.

<opentext> I Jn 4:4-5 4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.  (KJV)

<opentext> Do not be concerned with what the rest of the world is doing. Remember today, who it is that is greater!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> when we try to wrestle against flesh and blood, would that be a way that we give satan the power to act, because we have let down our shield of faith by trying to deal with the situation in the fleshly realm rather than in the spiritual?

<opentext> the physical is a result of the spiritual.....and by entertaining the flesh, we are wrestling with the results, rather then the source

<opentext> Heb 11:3 3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus why the Word tells us that death and life are in the power of the tongue… Basically, what one must remember, is that sin is rebellion and rejection of God's Word. If we are not for God, then one must be against Him… If one believes the lie more than the truth, one has set themselves in direct opposition to God… that help steph?

<shama> yes, thank you

<now-faith> o/

<h-d-g> yes michie

<now-faith> would that be like if someone close to us were allowing themselves to believe the lie and because of that we allowed what they were doing to effect us instead of rising above in Christ...that would be us wrestling with the results?

<opentext> Matt 12:29-30 29
Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. 30
He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. (KJV)

<opentext> if one is looking at the results of the lie....what are they focusing on?

<now-faith> physical

<opentext> the devil has perverted most things...but does that make him greater then God?

<now-faith> no

<opentext> Rom 3:3-4 3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?  4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.
 (KJV)

<now-faith> and let me ask you this, larry....

<opentext> ok

<now-faith> if one had focused on the lie for quite a while and then got back to where they should be with focusing on Father and the Word, would it be usual for the devil to kick up the attack to try to get you to believe the lie again?  

<opentext> yes

<now-faith> sigh..ok, thank you

<opentext> didn't the devil keep telling the children of Israel how good Egypt looked?

<now-faith> oh yes, he did

<opentext> and how good was it for them in Egypt?

<now-faith> wasn't that where they came into bondage again?

<opentext> yes...

<now-faith> wow 

<opentext> where they were commanded to make bricks without straw…  they were forced to build the temples for the Egyptians

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> what did the devil tempt Jesus of Nazareth with in Matthew chapter 4? the things of this world?

<now-faith> oh yes

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:19-20 19
While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (KJV)

<now-faith> oh wow that helps!!

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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