Bible Study Monday 26 June 2000

<shama> Father we thank you for this time that you have made for us to come and fellowship in your Word and learn and hear all that we are in need of this day.....we are so thankful for all of your blessings and for everything that you have made available for us through Christ....and we give you all the praise, glory and honour in Christ Jesus name

<opentext> Eph 5:6-7 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. (KJV)

<opentext> be NOT therefore partakers with them.....be separate...come out from among them......  How often does one think....it is only a little wrong...surely it will not hurt me?

<his> too often

<h-m-c> used to say that in the past

<diligently> there was times in the way past, we did that.

<shama> used to think that, but have seen that a little does do harm

<rhoumai> used to practice that in the past

<h-m-c> a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump

<opentext> there is no such thing as a little sin. If it breaks fellowship with God, it puts one in a very difficult situation, one that could have implications that will last for eternity… even under today's law, they have what is called an accessory to the crime.

<opentext> Amos 3:3 3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:17 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, (KJV)

<opentext> How often, is one tempted to participate, when they are hanging around the wrong people?

<rhoumai> very often

<shama> the temptation is always there

<diligently> it would end up being all the time.

<his> one can be easily ensnared if one is not watching

<opentext> as said earlier, a little leaven affects, infects and effects the whole of the lump. Even though one may not see the effects immediately, it is in there, and will affect the outcome… in each and every moment, of each and every day, we have the ability to choose what we will be a partaker of. This is why one should be meditating in the Word at all times, not just when it seems convenient.

<opentext> Eph 5:8  8
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (KJV)

<opentext> How easy is it to walk around in a totally dark room?

<diligently> not easy at all.

<shama> hard....one would trip up easily

<h-d-m-c> only if one has everything memorized

<his> not easy..very difficult

<opentext> Matt 6:23-24 23
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
(KJV)

<opentext> just as people often will say a thing is in a grey area. There is no in-between with God… Just as people will often do something, "if they are not sure"…  How many of you would walk through a mine-field, on the darkest night of the year, without any form of light?

<shama> not me <rhoumai> not me <diligently> not me <at-peace> not me <his> not me either <h-d-m-c> not me… mary.....no thank you

<opentext> any time we try to take a step in this life, without being sure that it is of God, that is exactly what you are trying to do.

<opentext> Ps 119:104-105 104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. 105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
(KJV)

<opentext> His Word....is that which will illuminate our every step… Your feet, are to be shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. One has to take and make the time, to become acquainted with God and His Word. Not operate off of hear-say evidence…  How often in the past, have you believed something that was said to be of God, and find out later that that was not what God's Word said?

<shama> very often

<rhoumai> quite a bit

<diligently> yes, many times

<h-d-m-c> yes...have done that

<his> at the beginning many times… and still do at times

<opentext> So we are beginning to see the importance of allowing His light on the scene, so that it will expose the areas in one's life, that need to be worked in and on.

<opentext> Eph 5:9 9
(For the fruit of the Spirit (Light) is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) (KJV)

<opentext> We know that there is none good but God........and that the righteousness of God is Christ.....for it is established by and through His Word...which is truth… How many of you will follow a recipe when cooking?

<shama> we will

<at-peace> i do

<h-d-m-c> yes....many times

<diligently> we will

<rhoumai> umm  :-x

<his> sometimes

<opentext> why?

<diligently> so it is right, as it should be.

<his> to avoid mistakes

<shama> because it gives us directions on what we should do

<h-d-m-c> to make it as close to perfect as humanly possible

<at-peace> otherwise it won't turn out like it should… especially if we try to cut any corners in the recipe

<opentext> The Bible, gives us directions for a life that will be pleasing to God. If we follow these directions until the end of our life here, then we will inherit a perfect life with God… Variations from these directions, could lead to everlasting destruction. How many of you are really willing to take a short-cut, to risk that?

<shama> not me <diligently> not me 

<rhoumai> never

<h-d-m-c> not me <his> not me <at-peace> not me

<opentext> John 1:4-5 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
(KJV)

<opentext> John 1:9-11 9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 10
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. (KJV)

<opentext> So then, if the Bible and it's instructions for us, are so important to us, why then is it that we will listen to and heed its instructions so seldom? …How many of you would drive your car down the freeway in the middle of the night, without the headlights on?

<h-d-m-c> not me <diligently> not me <rhoumai> not me <shama> not me <his> no        <at-peace> not me

<opentext> why not?

<his> crash

<at-peace> it would endanger myself and others on the freeway

<diligently> can not see

<rhoumai> because we would most certainly have an accident and wreck our vehicle

<h-d-m-c> would not want to cause an accident… or kill someone

<opentext> so then, it could be detrimental to yourself, as well as others. Isn't the same true then, of trying to go through any day without operating totally within God's Word?

<rhoumai> yes <shama> yes <h-d-m-c> yes...exactly <diligently> yes <his> yes

<at-peace> yes, it would be 

<opentext> You are not only a threat to yourself, but also all those that are around you.

<diligently> yes,you would be

<opentext> This is why we are told to set the example. To allow others to see how the Light of God does truly illuminate out path, our every step… This can only come about as we take the time to get to know God better each and every day. This can only happen and develop, as one will spend time in the Bible each day… Afterall, faith comes by hearing the message once delivered by and through Christ… If you came to a stream while very thirsty, and you only looked at the stream, would that water do you any good?

<h-d-m-c> no <shama> no <at-peace> no <diligently> none <rhoumai> no <his> no

<opentext> The same is true if we only look at the Bible. One has to become a partaker of it. Allow it to come into their very being, that it will nourish and refresh.

<h-d-m-c> the Bible is just another book....if it is never opened

<opentext> Today, will you be a looker, or a partaker of His divine nature?

<at-peace> partaker  <rhoumai> a partaker <h-d-m-c> partaker <diligently> partaker <his> partaker

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> would like to share a verse

<opentext> sure

<at-peace> actually... verses

<at-peace> 1 Tim 4:12-16 12
Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 15
Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
(KJV)

<at-peace> specifically verse 16

<opentext> good comparison

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship.
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