Bible Study Monday 19 June, 2000

<his> Our heavenly Father, we come before You through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ with thanksgiving and praise in our hearts ready to listen to the Words of life You have for us this day. We ask in Jesus Christ name that You would help each of us to be attentive to that which you are asking of us and have for us towards the building-up of the body of Christ. And we thank You and praise you for these things.

<opentext> Eph 5:5 5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. (KJV)

<opentext> It is real easy to always look at these verses in the physical sense, but we must

remember to always apply the spiritual implications and applications first.

<opentext> definition for whoremongers...  4205  pornos (por'-nos); from pernemi (to sell; akin to the base of 4097); a (male) prostitute (as venal), i.e. (by analogy) a debauchee (libertine): KJV-- fornicator, whoremonger.

<opentext> How often is one persuaded by monetary implications? 

<rhoumai> most people are a big part of their time

<his> when Word is not first

<opentext> We are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then all that we have need of will be added unto us....the blessings overtake us...we do not chase them … One must always keep fresh in their heart and mind, who their source is supposed to be. The moment we forget that....we will be moved by the physical things, and will end up trying to show God all that we think we have accomplished…  The other thing to remember, is that in this instance, isn't the person controlled by the price they have been paid? 

<h-d-m-m> yes

<diligently> yes, money is the root of all evil

<his> they are limiting Father

<opentext> the love of money is the root of all evil

<opentext> definition for ...unclean person...  169  akathartos- not cleansed, unclean  a) in a ceremonial sense: that which must be abstained from according to the levitical law  b) in a moral sense: unclean in thought and life

<opentext> Paul tells us in Philippians 4:8....what things one should be thinking in an on… If one does not keep their mind renewed in and on the Word....the helmet of

salvation...then their thoughts will drift...they will follow earthly things...for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth will speak.

<opentext> If one does not keep their mind renewed in and on the Word....the helmet of salvation...then their thoughts will drift...they will follow earthly things...for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth will speak.

<opentext> definition for covetous man....  4123  pleonektes (pleh-on-ek'-tace);  from 4119 and 2192; holding (desiring) more, i.e. eager for gain (avaricious, hence a defrauder): KJV-- covetous.

<Cadfael> I find it interesting that after giving the three cautionary descriptions, immoral, impure and greedy, Paul then refers to pursuants of these qualities as idolaters.  

<opentext> In todays society...many try to determine their godliness, by how much they accumulate...

<opentext> 1 Tim 6:5-7 5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. (KJV)

<Cadfael> opentext , many even within the church, in my observance, though accumulation itself doesn't automatically define such a condition...  

<opentext> The blessings that overtake one....because of obedience to God and His Word....there is nothing wrong with, however, in many of the churches today....they are told to give, with expectancy of receiving all these monetary things in return....which is quite contrary to what the Word clearly shows us.

<Cadfael> opentext , i agree, i see that too, sadly.

<opentext> Jesus Christ set the example that we are to follow. Father always supplied that which He had need of...at the time that it was needed, without coercing or abusing the people… Freely we have received of God, and freely we are to give. Paul said it quite clearly, that we are to make the gospel known without charge.

<opentext> definition for idolater..... 1496  eidololatres- 1) a worshiper of false gods, a idolater used of any one even Christian, participating in any way in the worship of the heathen, especially one who attends their sacrificial feasts and eats of the remains of offered victims  2) a covetous man as a worshiper of Mammon  1496  eidololatres (i-do-lol-at'-race); from 1497 and the base of 3000; an image- servant or) worshipper (literally or figuratively): KJV-- idolater.

<opentext> What happens when one allows anything in their life, to become more important than God?

<rhoumai> we lose our fellowship with Father, and start reacting in the flesh to everything

<diligently> that becomes their god..and in time death.

<at-peace> their focus is on that one thing....where their treasure is so will their heart be

<h-d-m-m> they have usually departed from that strait and narrow path

<his> the Word slips and things go wrong...

<shama> that is where our focus will be and it will lead to death

<Cadfael> opentext , i have been using a perception of idolator as anyone who places anything in a higher position in their life and continual thoughts than God.

<opentext> so then, they become an idolater, for they have placed something else, ahead of God...

<Cadfael> yep… It was a surprising thought to me to realize i could even do that with my wife and children, that they were to be very high, higher than myself, but yet not higher than God.

<opentext> yes Cadfael....God, then family....and then job or whatever God has placed there in our life

<Cadfael> yes, opentext , :-)

<opentext> It is also interesting to note, that the warnings that Paul is giving to those of Ephesus here....is what they are then accused of in Rev 2.

<Cadfael> Interesting indeed.  I guess it was a pernicious problem they struggled with.

<opentext> It is the problem with any and all churches or fellowships, when the place of worship, or the means of worship, become more of a priority then the Word itself.

<Cadfael> opentext , i have encountered that.

<opentext> Eph 5:5-6 5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  (KJV)

<opentext> Ephesians 5:5 [For this ye know] Ye must be convinced of the dangerous and ruinous tendency of such a spirit and conduct, when ye know that persons of this character can never inherit the kingdom of God. ; and see the (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Matt 7:13-15 13
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. (KJV)

<opentext> It is essentail for each and every believer, to know God's Word, and allow themselves to be led and taught by the Holy Spirit. All to often man becomes a follower of man.

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> is the Word saying it is dangerous to be around those that are putting something first before God...never thought of evil communications as dangerous, per se

<opentext> If one will stop for moment and think about the condition of the church at Corinth....they were moved or led by those that were in charge...so that evil communications did indeed corrupt their good morals.

<rhoumai> so, even by their actions without words, it is dangerous to be around them

<opentext> man is a follower by nature....it comes down to whom do we choose to follow...man...or the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow.

<Cadfael> opentext , as you know, i read NIV.  I checked out my greek translation, to compare KJV's 'whoremonger' with NIV's 'immoral' person.  The greek word translated thusly by the two translations is translated directly as fornicator.  I think that tells the story clearer, perhaps, than either of the two translations, and opens it up to a more direct understanding of what paul was saying.

<opentext> Cadfael...i use the KJV to teach with...you can use whichever Bible you choose to.

<Cadfael> lol, opentext , yes, i have seen so, and am glad of it, but i thought the comparison was interesting, so i mentioned it.  The worde 'whoremonger' was a little out of touch for me personally, so i looked to see if i could find a translation from the greek to help me understand. :-)

<opentext> we had posted the defintion before you came in

<Cadfael> thanks, :-)

<rhoumai> i was thinking about us that sometimes get out of the Word for awhile, and how it can be dangerous for those seeking our counsel, for us to answer them, also...never thought about it like that before

<opentext> Matt 15:13-14 13
But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.
(KJV)

<opentext> It is the Spirit of truth, that will lead us and guide us into all truth… Each and every day, we have to choose who we will follow this day. 

<opentext> Matt 6:33 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
(KJV)

<Cadfael> opentext , in the previous verse, Eph 5:4, it even talks about obscenities, foolish talk and coarse joking as being out of place.  I think that is an important point too.  We might easily recognize the inappropriateness of obscenities in our lives and faith walks, but even our humor should be such that it would make our Heavenly Father glad of it.

<opentext> Today, will you allow God to be first in your life?

<at-peace> yes <shama> yes <diligently> yes <h-d-m-m> yes yes <rhoumai> yes <his> yes <Cadfael> yes. <onewithim> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no questions or comments...then we will open the channel for fellowship
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