Bible Study Tuesday 18 July, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father we thank you for this day, and all that you have prepared for us, for that which you know we have need of... Father we ask that you would give us our daily bread that will keep and sustain us in our walk in the Lord this day, growing and abounding in all truth, wisdom and knowledge, with thanksgiving and praise unto you, in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 5:15-16 15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. (KJV)

<opentext> In our walk, being constantly aware of that which is around us, for we are not to be ignorant of the enemies devices. Yet, how many of us remain watchful?

<shama> not as we should 

<rhoumai> not always watchful, or not always recognizing the difference

<his> asked to watch always..struggle at times

<diligently> we ask Father to help me to always be watchful of anything.

<helpmate> sometimes not as much as we should

<opentext> Paul had warned those of Ephesus of what would come about. He gave them explicit warning, but as many are, they thought they were wiser then Paul. Lets look at the warning Paul gave them.

<opentext> Acts 20:27-31 27
For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29
For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31
Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. (KJV)

<opentext> Not only do wolves attack the flock, but from within as well… We are to stay built up within the Word, studying the truth, so we will be able to spot the lies immediately. So that we can distinguish those things that are not consistent with the message that was delivered by Christ.

<opentext> Ephesians 5:15 [Walk circumspectly] Our word circumspect, from the Latin circumspicio, signifies to look round about on all hands; to be every way watchful, wary, and cautious, in order to avoid danger, discern enemies before they come too nigh, and secure a man's interest by every possible and lawful means. But the
original word akriboos  (grk 199) signifies correctly, accurately, consistently, or perfectly. Be ye, who have received the truth, careful of your conduct; walk by the rule which God has given you; do this as well in little as in great matters; exemplify your principles, which are  not only profess, but live the Gospel. As you embrace all its promises, be careful also to embrace all its precepts; and behave yourselves so, that your enemies may never be able to say that ye are holy in your doctrines and profession, but irregular in your lives. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Often times, what people say, and what they live, are two different things. We need to walk that which we talk. Being doers of the Word, and not hearers only… We are able to do this, by continuing in the Word each and every day. By giving God the firstfruits of our time. Starting each day off with the true breakfast of champions, His Word.

<opentext> Ephesians 5:16 Buying up those moments which others seem to throw away; steadily improving every present moment, that ye may, in some measure, regain the time ye have lost. Let time be your chief commodity; deal in that alone; buy it all up, and use every portion of it yourselves. Time is that on which eternity depends; in time ye are to get a preparation for the kingdom of God; if you get not this in time your ruin is inevitable; therefore, buy up the time. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Eph 5:16-17 16
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. (KJV)

<opentext> In the past, we all used time unwisely. We used it to satisfy as well as gratify the flesh. Now we are to use it to establish and maintain our relationship with God through Jesus Christ… The most precious thing we have is our time. This we should be using to establish and maintain ones relationship with Father. Being established within the truth of His Word… Continuing in it on a daily basis. Moment by moment. Yet, often times we only do this when it is convenient for one self. What happens when our walk with God is only maintained on a convenience basis?

<his> the Word slips

<rhoumai> we become weak and are tossed to and fro daily

<shama> we stray from the straight and narrow path

<diligently> it will not be a firm foundation, in Christ Jesus, where we will be able to stand.

<h-d-g-k> conveniency becomes less and less

<opentext> And, if we will recall what Luke wrote in Acts, that is when the wolves attack; and within dissensions arise, and we become followers of people, instead of followers of Christ… This is why the Word has to be the light that illuminates our every step. It is the Spirit of truth that should be leading us and guiding us into all truth. The Word should be our final authority, not that which someone else has told us… We should be as the Bereans were, always checking out with the Word, everything that we hear…  The only way that one can be wise, is by operating in Father's wisdom. And we should all remember that Christ is the wisdom and power of God. That within Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge… However, if one does not take the time, and put forth the effort to find all that has been hid within the Word, what will the outcome be?

<rhoumai> one will become like one of the five foolish virgins and miss the call to go home

<diligently> everything but Fathers ways..they will grow into their old man more daily.

<his> the blind will lead the blind.....will be led astray

<h-d-g-k> nothing good will happen....they will die spiritually

<joyful> not good, death

<shama> will not know what is truth and what is lies

<opentext> John 10:3-5 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5
And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (KJV)

<opentext> The better one knows the Word, the more clear the Good Shepherds voice becomes. And since it is He that is supposed to be leading us, it is essential that one is able to recognize His voice, and then obey that which they hear… It is when we know His voice, that one will not be led away or astray by strange voices. They will follow their Master, rather then the crowd… How easy is it for the flesh to want to follow the crowd?

<rhoumai> very easy if we don't maintain our relationship with Father, daily

<his> very easy

<joyful> too easy

<diligently> very easy at times.

<shama> easy for the flesh

<h-d-g-k> sometimes very easy

<opentext> How easy is it to give the flesh foods that look good, but that are not healthy for it?

<shama> too easy

<rhoumai> convenient foods...easy

<diligently> very easy at times.

<his> very easy

<opentext> how often do we do the same things with the Word? 

<rhoumai> at times...often

<shama> however many times we do, it is always too often

<his> every time we speak what is not prepared properly (real in our own life)

<diligently> when  not listening, or in the flesh

<opentext> Matt 6:11 11 Give us this day our daily bread. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, we do not like that which Father serves, so we look for that which we want to hear. we look for that which we want to eat. Yet, Father knows that which we have need of before we ask.

<opentext> Eph 5:16-17 16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. (KJV)

<opentext> So, today, will you seek that which is the will of the Lord, and then be a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only?

<rhoumai> yes <shama> yes <joyful> yes <diligently> yes <h-d-g-k> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> was thinking how where we came from, buildings the world calls churches, are like convenience stores. we grabbed what we needed for the week. now that we know the mystery, the Word of God, we have a greater responsibility to study and listen when Father says, not just when it's convenient for us

<opentext> yes, remembering that we are the temple of the living God, and it is our responsibility to maintain this temple, and to remember who knows best on that which is required for that proper maintenance.

<opentext> any other  questions or comments from today's study?

<h-d-g-k> good study

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship.
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