Bible Study Monday 12 June 2000

<his> Our heavenly Father, thank you for the blessing of this day and for this opportunity to come before you through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to hear that which You have prepared for us.  We ask in Jesus Christ name that You would help each of us to focus on that which You are asking of us, and have for us, this day. And we thank You and praise you for this…… 

<opentext> Eph 5:1-2 1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. (KJV)

<opentext> be imitators of God … interesting that in Corinthians, Paul tells them to be followers of him, as he is of Christ, here he says to be followers of God. Why do you suppose the difference?

<diligently> maybe there is no difference?

<his> different circumstances requiring different words ?

<opentext> The Corinthians were very carnal, and in constant division (envy, division and strife). We often forget that Paul had resided in Ephesus for several years, and therefore had a better foundation then did those in Corinth…The Godhead, always operates in full agreement .....the ultimate example set forth for the body of Christ… How often does our own agenda, come before the needs of the body?

<diligently> same way, as Father had planned then.

<at-peace> whenever we allow anything in our walk to slip

<his> whenever i act according to the flesh and cause offence to a brother or sister

<opentext> Eph 5:2 2
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us,  (KJV)

<opentext> We often forget John 3:16...that God so loved the world, that He gave.....

<opentext> I Jn 3:16-18 16
Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17
But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
(KJV)

<opentext> How did Christ walk in love?

<diligently> obeying Father always and doing as He did

<his> by always listening to and obeying Father

<at-peace> John 10:15 15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. (KJV)

<shama> by always hearing and obeying what Father asked of Him

<h-m-g-k> He did everything to please Father

<opentext> John 12:49-50 49
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

<opentext> good answers…  so then, to be followers of God, we watch Father to hear what He says, and see what He does, so that we can follow the example that Christ Jesus set for us, by allowing the Spirit of truth to lead us and guide us into all truth...thus continuing in His Word...we are identified as His disciples…. would that be a good summation?

<diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <h-m-g-k> yes <his> yes 

<opentext> Eph 5:2 2
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. (KJV)

<opentext> walking in love.....by the same example of love that Christ set forth for us… How often did we see Christ within the gospel, more concerned about Himself, then the people?

<h-m-g-k> never <diligently> never <shama> never <at-peace> never <his> never

<opentext> so then, this gives us an idea of that which we need to strive for.....being more of that servant each day… take some time and look at Jeremiah 23, and Ezek 34....and you will see some very good examples of HOW NOT....the servant is to act…  For the biggest part of our lives, we have watched and imitated the wrong examples...and thus why we have such a difficult time uprooting some of the habits that we have developed, and hung onto in our lives… Often times, i have heard people tell me that they feel torn in two....and the reason is, they are thriving to hang on to God with one hand, and their old habits with the other hand....and we know that a house or temple divided, CANNOT stand…  be ye followers of God....as dear children....loving children....appreciative of all that God has done in and on our behalf. Then we will want to follow the example that the Father set, in asking His Son to live the example that we should follow, and then die in our place to bring about the restoration, or reconciliation necessary for our fellowship. And then, to send His Spirit to lead and guide us into all the truth that He set forth for our liberation… After all...if you know the truth (His Word is truth), and continue in it, the truth will set you free, and keep you in that liberty that can only come by and through Christ; the channel and instrument that Father used in our behalf.

<opentext> definition for walk....  4043  peripateo- to walk:  a) to make one's way, progress; to make due use of opportunities  b) Hebrew for, to live 1) to regulate one's life  2) to conduct oneself  3) to pass one's life

<opentext> For we know (or should know) that Jesus Christ is the only way to Father, established by and through the truth of God's Word, that will show us that clear path that leads to eternal life… if one will think back just a bit, as to that which we have covered the last month or so, one can see and hear that these two verses here, are a summation to all that we covered in chapter four…  Now as Paul will continue....he begins to show us how to apply it to all walks of life, and how to keep it all in proper perspective, according to the Word, which is Spirit, and it is life, to those that find it, and then live it… Today, be imitators of God...by the example set for you!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<h-m-g-k> yes graeme

<his> 1 Jn 3:17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?(KJV)

<his> Does "this world's good" mean spiritual (Word) or physical things received from Father..or both ?..as not all things in this world are of God ?

<opentext> the most precious thing we have to share is His Word.....for we know that by His Word he will meet all our need.....some times, He will also use us as the instrument to supply the need as well.....and for that to happen...one has to be walking as a follower of God…the spiritual implication, is always the first priority....  for without His Spirit, there can be no life … does that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<opentext> stop and think for a moment...that you have to give of yourself, and your time...to be able to minister to anyone...including yourself

<his> ministering to self ?

<opentext> you have to first give yourself to God, before you can share His truth with anyone else… that help graeme?

<opentext> Gal 3:5  5
He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
(KJV)

<his> yes thanks....one has to give oneself fully to let Father sort oneself out before one can be any use to Him in ministering to others

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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