Bible Study Wednesday 19 April, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father we thank you and praise you for this day, and this time in fellowship within your Word... we ask that you would open up and reveal that which you have prepared for each of us that would lead and guide us into all truth, wisdom and knowledge in our walk with the Lord this day, remaining grounded and settled and not moved away from the hope within us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Eph 3:8 To me who am less than the least of all God's people has this work been graciously entrusted--to proclaim to the Gentiles the Good News of the exhaustless wealth of Christ, 9 and to show all men in a clear light what my stewardship is. It is the stewardship of the truth which from all the Ages lay concealed in the mind of God, the Creator of all things-- 10 concealed in order that the Church might now be used to display to the powers and authorities in the heavenly realms the innumerable aspects of God's wisdom. 11 Such was the eternal purpose which He had formed in Christ Jesus our Lord, (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> How often do you consider, that this Gospel message, has been graciously entrusted to you?

<his> more and more

<shama> often but probably not often enough

<diligently> we have not thought of it like that in the past

<at-peace> realizing more each day what Father is asking of me

<opentext> And, to show all men (being that example) in a clear light....no hidden agendas, or ulterior motives…  Stewardship of the truth....are you going to try to change or alter God's Word to suit your purpose, or allow it to change you to suit His purpose?

<diligently> allow it to change me.

<his> the second

<shama> allow it to change me and mold me daily

<diligently> to suit Father

<at-peace> allow it to change me to suit His purpose

<opentext> Eph 3:12-13 12
In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.
(KJV)

<opentext> Eph 3:12 in whom we have this bold and confident access through our faith in Him. 13 Therefore I entreat you not to lose heart in the midst of my sufferings on your behalf, for they bring you honour. (Weymouth)

<opentext> Unless one knows who their mediator is, and abiding by all that the mediator prescribes, how would one be able to go boldly before the God who created the universe?

<his> not possible

<diligently> they can not.

<shama> they wont be able to

<opentext> So, when God tells us something...do we believe it...or do we make God prove it to us?

<his> we believe… as Abraham

<diligently> we believe it

<shama> we should believe it and hold Him to be true

<opentext> we "should” believe...but, is that always the case? Do we hope it happens, more than we know it will happen?

<diligently> yes, we have in the past.

<shama> sometimes we only hope

<his> it was not always the case but the more one learns the more one trusts

<opentext> We very often take lightly, all that has been entrusted to us. That is, all of the mystery that has been opened to us, that which had been concealed in fulness from all of the OT prophets. Do we always take the time to hear, comprehend, and then act upon that which has been given us in Christ?

<his> no…am learning

<diligently> no, we must not...learning more and more daily

<shama> would like to say always...but we fail at times... our flesh would rather walk by sight not by faith

<opentext> How many people do you trust enough, to give full access and possession of all that you have?

<diligently> our family, is all

<shama> not many at all

<helpmate> not very many

<at-peace> few

<his> no man…  except One

<opentext> and yet, if we stop to hear and comprehend, this is exactly what Father has done with us, in giving us His Son Jesus Christ, and making all of Him available to each and every believer…  You have been blessed, with all spiritual blessings...in Christ….  He provides all that you have need of...in Christ Jesus… He has given you all power and wisdom...in Christ Jesus… He has opened to you, His predetermined plan of salvation to you and for you...in Christ Jesus… He has opened His throne to you...in Christ Jesus… Yet, for the most part, or the majority of the time, do we think of all that has been made available to us....or just by bits and pieces, as we "think" we have need of them?

<diligently> we just never have thought of it like this, bits and pieces is what we have in the past.

<shama> we do forget all of it at times…learning daily

<his> cannot think of all as do not know what all is yet in detail

<opentext> In 10 words or less, describe all that you have received by, through and in Christ Jesus.

<diligently> ever lasting life in Christ Jesus my Lord.

<helpmate> it can't be done

<his> all spiritual blessings: all i need to live eternally with Father…  oops 11 words

<shama> the fulness of the Godhead and all spiritual blessings

<opentext> We have a whole Bible, that covers all that Father has done, and all that has been made available to us, the believer. All too often, we do try to describe in "our wisdom" what we "think". Rather then taking the time to hear Father, on what He would have us present in each and every situation.

<his> o/

<opentext> There is no "pat answer" that one can give. It is in each and every situation, allowing God to give us the words, that will best answer the question presented, and portray the best picture of His love.

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> apologies will wait

<opentext> there is no need for apologies, as we are all learning and growing together here.

<opentext> Eph 3:12-13 12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.  (KJV)

<opentext> How often, do we look at someone, and tell the Lord that we could never do what that other person is doing?

<shama> too often

<diligently> we have in the past.

<helpmate> we all still do that at times

<his> we do.. not directly.. but our actions reveal it

<opentext> Now listen closely....God has not asked you to do what anyone else is doing!!! … You are unique, you are a separate facet. What He asks of you is unique to you… All too often, we get ourselves in trouble by looking at what He has asked of others, and then fret that He may ask the same thing of us…  Thus, why Paul states here, for them not to "faint" or become weak-legged, at what they see Paul going through for the gospels sake.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> is it not part of what Father asks that we look at the example of others ?

<opentext> Yes...as Paul said, follow me as i follow the example of Christ. Do NOT follow the example that is contrary to the example of Christ… Father does not want clones.....He wants each person to fulfil their part of the body of Christ…  graeme, have you ever seen a Christian set a "bad" example?

<his> yes 

<opentext> are you going to follow that "bad" example?

<his> no

<opentext> The best example we can set for one another, is giving the time to hear Father, understanding what He has said or asked of us, and then doing all that He asked to the best of our ability… Children, most often learn by the example set before them. ..  does that help graeme?

<his> that is exactly why in the past i have looked at a good example, felt convicted and not understanding all i have been blessed with have told Father…at least by my action and choices…that i could never attain that example....now I have learnt that is wrong

<opentext> and, exactly why we have to allow Father to work with us where we are at, not where someone else is at.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study

<opentext> none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<opentext> don't forget, tomorrow is Q & A day
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