Bible Study Monday 17 April, 2000

<his> Father, we come before you through our Lord Jesus Christ with thankful and joyful hearts and in one open mind ready to receive that which You have for each of us this day. We ask that You would help us to keep our focus on all that which You are saying to us and that You would help us to make these words real in our lives. And we thank You and praise You for this. In Christ Jesus name......

<opentext> Eph 3:2-4 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  4
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
(KJV)

<opentext> IF....you have heard....how grace has been dispensed, which comes by revelation....and you can have the same, if you read, allowing God to open your understanding to the uncovering of the truth… God has sent His Word to all of the world....the fact is, that not many have heard...not many have taken the time to hear His Word… Why is it that often times we do not hear?

<his> distractions...focus on wrong things

<diligently> we are not listening.

<shama> we are trying to hear with our hearts closed...and so only hearing the bits that our flesh wants to hear

<helpmate> preoccupied with something else

<at-peace> mind wandering

<diligently> yes, distractions

<opentext> Could it be, that we base the Word of that which we have heard in the past? Traditions, man-made doctrines?

<shama> yes, at times

<helpmate> yes, used to do that

<diligently> yes, sometimes

<his> yes that too...have preconceived ideas ..deep-rooted even though don't realise it often

<opentext> Eph 3:5-7 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. (KJV)

<opentext> In the later days, God said He would pour out of His Spirit on all flesh, and this is what we hear and see Paul telling us here, that it has happened. Now, it is up to each person, to accept or reject this gift of God… This same gift that Paul received and talks about, is now made available to any and all that will see, hear and believe… How often is it, that we have more of a tendency to base what we believe, off of what we see others do, rather then by what we see and hear from God's Word?…  How often do you think the people said....but it is only Noah and his crazy family that believe there is this great flood coming? … And so, most followed the crowd, rather then the warning of God's Word.

<diligently> we have done that sometimes, we need to check all out in Fathers word.

<his> when we are not rooted and settled ourselves…ignore warnings

<opentext> All too often, we try to gauge peoples responses before we will act upon the Word. 

<opentext> Eph 3:8-9 8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Another response we may use, is that of; who am i, that God would or should use me?  Any of you used that excuse in the past?

<shama> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes

<opentext> note that in verse 9, Paul says , and to make all men see. I finally came to realize what Paul was saying here in this verse… If, i am being that example of the believer, that God wants and asks of me to be, then all men will see. Even if they do not believe, they can not over-throw the faith of God… My example, my fellowship, my relationship with God, will be plain for them to see. One only has to live the Word of God, as to please Father...this is what causes all men to see… And from this now, you should be able to understand more clearly, on why Jesus Christ only spoke the things He heard Father speak, .... and only did the things He saw Father do… How often do we doubt the example that we are supposed to be setting? For the most part, don't we "think" that we should be doing more?

<helpmate> yes <his> yes <shama> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Heb 11:3 3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. (KJV)

<opentext> Through faith....God's Word, the worlds were framed. You, are saved by grace through faith. By your accepting God's Word, and then allowing it to become a way of life, you are allowing God's Word to be framed for all the world to see… This is that example of the believer that Paul talks to us about. This is how one can cause all men to see this mystery, by allowing God's Word to have first place in our life, and living it each day to the best of our ability… Yet, how often do you try to resort to works....thinking that you are "helping" God?

<shama> sometimes too often

<diligently> sometime we are sure.

<his> i do at times…but usually find i'm the one that needs help

<diligently> we do for Father as wanting to please Him

<opentext> Eph 3:9  9
And to make all men see ​what is the fellowship​ of the mystery, (KJV)

<opentext> If you are not in fellowship with Father, how will anyone else be able to see?

<shama> they wont <diligently> they will not <his> they won't <at-peace> they would not

<opentext> Thus, we can then see and hear why Jesus Christ said plainly...seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness..yet, for most, this is done after all else fails.. To seek first God's kingdom, all earthly distractions have to be removed from the mind...and then one has to realize that through Christ the mediator, one is able to go boldly before His throne

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> so are you meaning…they will see (physically) something different though most will not perceive/understand "why" ?

<opentext> yes, although many will see and perceive more than they will ever let on. For one to say there is no God, one has to admit there is a God to deny. And then, the same can be said for His truth… We are to be the written epistle, it is to be written in the tables of our heart. Our life should be a walking billboard for God and His Word… This is how we are able to make all men see. It is not our problem if they respond or not, but rather to allow His light to shine from us… Think about this, if you will. Noah was heard of throughout the world, yet how did they all hear?

<at-peace> by the Word of God that had gone out to all the world

<diligently> they did not all listen… they heard

<opentext> So then, today, will you allow God to use you for a billboard of His Word?

<helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <shama> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> would like to share these verses...

<at-peace> 2 Cor 3:1-3 1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?  2
Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:  3
Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. (KJV)

<opentext> good verses sis

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> question about a verse that may be related to topic 

<opentext> sure

<his> Rom 14:18 18. For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.  (KJV)

<his> could one hear this as ....if one is fellowship with Father..one will use Father's wisdom in all situations..and thus will not offend (have problems with) anyone else whether in the Body of Christ or outside ?

<opentext> Rom 14:16-19 16
Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 17
For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 18
For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. (KJV)

<opentext> All...that live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.....as God is first and foremost in our life, then we will not fear what man can or will do to us, since we realize that His kingdom is not of this world. Being followers of Christ… How often did Jesus Christ speak words that not only offended the scribes and pharisees, but also His very followers?

<diligently> often

<opentext> that help graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if not, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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