Bible Study Thursday 13 April, 2000

<shama> Father we thank you for giving us this time to come together as the body of Christ in your presence and study your Word....as we open our hearts and ears, we pray that we will hear all that you have ready for us that will deepen our understanding of your Word and cause us to obey all that you ask of us....we give you the thanks and glory for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 3:2  2
 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  (KJV)

<opentext> IF.....you have heard.....our responsibility, to hear God's Word...then be as the Bereans', and study for Father's approval....to insure that we are following Him, and not some man…  Just as in Matt 7:13-14, it talks about the two paths...the strait and narrow that FEW find....and the broad path, that the herd tramples down… one has to determine what they are hearing....whether it is the Word of God they have heard, or they are a part of the herd.

<opentext> Eph 3:3-4 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  4
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
(KJV)

<opentext> God has uncovered the mystery, the veil of the flesh has been removed, and thus why it is of such importance, that one learns to walk in the Spirit, learning and growing in using their spiritual senses, over and above those of the flesh…  God wants to reveal Himself to each and every believer....but..one has to take the time to sit and hear God, to read His Word, take the time and put forth the effort to digest it....and then allow it to become a very way of life… One has to become rooted and grounded in the truth of His Word. They need to be established in His faith… In the past, most of us have got in trouble, because we listened to what man said, without ever taking the time, to see if what we heard lined up with God's  Word… YOU, have to take the time, put forth a pure effort; to sit and learn at Father's feet. All too often, we have put our own agenda ahead of God's. We try to tell God that which we think is important… Another misconception that many have, is that by accepting God and His terms for salvation, that it will make them a popular person… The more that was revealed to Paul, the more that the people turned against him. The more he was labeled as an outcast. Have we forgotten the times that he was beaten, flogged, stoned....ran out of towns...and eventually imprisoned, and put to death.

<opentext> Mark 4:16-17 16
And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.
(KJV)

<opentext> Many, receive God's Word with gladness....they are able to see ever so slightly His delivering power. Yet, the more that is revealed, the more the persecution and afflictions arise, and if one is not sure of what God has revealed to them, what will the end result be?

<helpmate> death

<his> sin..stumbling ..and death spiritually

<diligently> pain and death

<shama> they will stray from the strait and narrow path

<at-peace> doubt,  confusion, eventually death

<opentext> Eph 3:5  5
Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; (KJV)

<opentext> It has been revealed, the cover or lid has been removed, and it is there for anyone, that will receive all that Father has for them, and then take the time, put forth the effort to find all the treasures that He has hid within His word… How often....whether past or present, have we thought it is the preachers job to do all the searching and digging for us?

<his> past often not now

<diligently> yes,we have in the past.

<shama> yes in the past we did

<opentext> isn't this how laziness develops?

<shama> yes <helpmate> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <matti> yes

<now-faith> dependancy

<opentext> Paul, took the time to hear God, and learned of that which God spoke.....and then our brother even wrote it down for us, so we did not have to search all of the OT looking for all of these promises, that had been hid. They have been REVEALED!… how many of you, when walking will still bend over to pick up a penny?

<helpmate> we do

<diligently> we will sometimes

<now-faith> not a penny....maybe a quarter

<his> yes

<at-peace> have learned that a penny is still money and will eventually add up

<shama> we would

<matti> yes

<helpmate> a blessing is a blessing....no matter how large...or small

<opentext> what about, if, you were able to by an insight into the Word, and it cost 26 cents....but you were a penny short, because you ignored that which Father wanted to give you the day before?

<at-peace> in the past i would not have taken the time to pick one up

<helpmate> that would be a real ouch

<shama> that would be an ouchie!

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes it would

<opentext> How often as we are reading, and we do not think a verse is important...we want something more exciting?

<helpmate> had done that in the past

<diligently> we have thought,,well we dont understand that one..lets move to the next.that one Father must not have for us at this time… in the past we thought that

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> I have a great example of that.  Yesterday, Father had us read "your faith has made you whole" and we kept reading here there and everywhere, but that was the only verse/line He wanted us to focus on!  we *almost* missed it

<opentext> exactly....just as many times when one will open their Bible, and only look at the underlined or highlighted verses.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> comment to what michie said: i find some days now it is one word.

<opentext> Father...knows what we have need of, before we ASK!…  The more of the Word we take the time to hear.....the clearer the picture of our salvation will become… Another way to look at this, the more that we allow God to reveal to us of this mystery, the clearer one is able to understand who they are in Christ… Afterall, this is the inheritance, for those that will accept it, and then allow it to become a way of life...not just something they talk about… Those that follow the will of God, these are the ones that comprise His family… The more of this mystery, (the will of God), is revealed to us, the more one is able to understand all that it takes to maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house… Today, will you hear all that Father has for you...no matter how insignificant it may seem to you?

<now-faith> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <at-peace> yes <helpmate> yes <matti> yes <shama> yes… bruce: yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> something to share

<opentext> sure

<his> Matt 11:29-30 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (KJV)

<opentext> keeping pace with Christ Jesus...not getting ahead or behind...which will cause one to go in circles

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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