Bible Study Wednesday 26 April, 2000

<his> Our Father, we come before You through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour with thanksgiving in our hearts and with an open mind to hear that which You have for us this day. We ask that You would instruct us this day so that we would keep our minds renewed in Your Word and grow up into your Son. And we thank You and praise You for this. In Christ  Jesus name.....

<opentext> Eph 3:18, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; (KJV)

<opentext> May be able.....you are capable of this...IF one will take the time to apply one self, studying for Father's approval.

<opentext> [May be able to comprehend with all saints] These words are so exceedingly nervous and full of meaning, that it is almost impossible to translate them. The first word exischuseete  (grk 1840), from ex  (grk 1537), intensive, and ischuoo  (grk 2480), to be strong, signifies that they might be thoroughly able, by having been strengthened with might, by God's power.  The second word katalabesthai  (grk 2638), from kata  (grk 2596), intensive, and lambanoo  (grk 2983), to take, catch, or seize on, may be translated, that ye may fully catch, take in, and comprehend this wonderful mystery of God. The mind must be rendered apt, and the soul invigorated, to take in and comprehend these mysteries. 

[What is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height] Here the apostle still keeps up the metaphor, comparing the church of God to a building; and as, in order to rear a proper building, formed on scientific principles, a ground plan and specification must be previously made, according to which the building is to be constructed, the apostle refers to this; for this must be thoroughly understood, without which the building could not be formed.  It comprehends all that is above, all that is below, all that is past, and all that is to come. In 

reference to human beings, the love of God, in its BREADTH, is a girdle that encompasses the globe; its LENGTH reaches from the eternal purpose of the mission of Christ, to the eternity of blessedness which is to be spent in his ineffable glories; its DEPTH reaches to the lowest fallen of the sons of Adam, and to the deepest depravity of the human heart; and its HEIGHT to the infinite dignities of the throne of Christ. He that overcometh will I give to sit down with me upon my throne, as I have overcome and sat down with the Father upon his throne. Thus we see that the Father, the Son, and all true believers in him, are to be seated on the same throne! This is the height of the love of God, and the height to which that love raises the souls that believe in Christ Jesus! (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> [Breadth ...] No special interpretations are to be given to these words. The general idea of vastness is expressed in these ordinary terms for dimension. Notice that the article is attached only to the first, "breadth," all the rest being included under the one article; the intention being to exhibit the love of Christ in its entire dimension, and not to fix the mind on its constituent parts. (from Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament)

<opentext> AS, one allows Christ to dwell in their heart by faith, and begin to be established in their heart...it is then that one is able to begin to grasp the greatness of God.

<opentext> Have you ever tried to grasp or comprehend all that God entails?

<helpmate> is impossible 

<diligently> all at one time...no…we thought we have at times.

<his> have to wait until He teaches...tried in past

<at-peace> at times have tried, and seemed become overwhelmed 

<opentext> Col 3:11 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. (KJV)

<opentext> all that we have received, is by and through Christ Jesus… Most, panic when they try to think of all that God has afforded them through Christ Jesus. Yet, Paul tells us   clearly, that we may be able to comprehend. So, then one must apply one self to the Word, to hear all that Father has for His children… Just as yesterday, that Christ may dwell in your   hearts....one has to allow Him to maintain His residence there… As one allows Him to maintain His residence there, THEN He begins to show one, all that He brought with Him...and this is what Paul explains in verse 18, with the breadth, the length, the depth and the height of God.

<opentext> Eph 3:19 19 And​ to know​ the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

<opentext> In Christ, are ALL the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and you have an unction of the Holy One, and know all things. So then, it is a matter of hearing Father 

explain the message of faith, through Christ… Just as, when Father usually asks us to do 

something, the first thing many say or think is "how can i do that?"… The key is....that we are to allow Father to operate through us, allowing the power within us, Christ, to be the   source or ability to do that which is asked… And this happens, as we in our life, allow God to open to us, all that He is, and allow that to flow through us.

<opentext> Eph 3:19 that ye might be filled​ with all the fulness​ of  God. (KJV)

<opentext> what keeps one from being filled?

<his> "me"

<at-peace> allowing our flesh to get in the way

<shama> our flesh...we need to decrease so that He can increase

<diligently> not staying in Fathers word…the devil, being in our flesh, not listening to Father or not obeying Him...not being just a hearer.

<opentext> S_E_L_F  some egotistical lecherous fool

<helpmate> couldn't have said that better

<opentext> when one becomes prideful...what happens?

<at-peace> pride comes before the fall

<shama> they fall

<helpmate> they are in for a really big fall

<diligently> pride before the fall

<his> fall

<opentext> Prov 16:18 18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 14:3  3 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them.
(KJV)

<opentext> out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks....so, what comes out of the mouth, shows one what is in the heart… and why then, that Christ must dwell in one's heart, by faith, so Father can show us all that we have received in Christ, to establish ourselves, and maintain our walk with Him… Today, will you allow God to reveal more of  Himself to you?

<helpmate> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes <shama> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<helpmate> yes charlene

<at-peace> would like to share these verses...

<helpmate> ok

<at-peace> John 15:10-12 10
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. (KJV)

<at-peace> John 15:16-17 16
Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. (KJV)

<opentext> anyone else have anything to share, or questions?

<his> yes

<helpmate> ok

<his> have comment - question 

<opentext> sure

<his> When you said <opentext> And this happens, as we in our life, allow God to open to us, all that He is, and allow that to flow through us.

<his> would this be in line with 

<his> John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. <KJV>

<opentext> that would be a very good tie in scripture

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship
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