Bible Study Tuesday 25 April 2000

<at-peace> Our Father we come before you with open hearts and ears to hear and learn that which you have prepared in your Word of life that would keep us and sustain us this day, enabling us to remain steadfast and confident in our walk with the Lord,,, we thank you and praise you for this time of fellowship and for all that you have prepared for us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Eph 3:17 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
(KJV)

<opentext> Often times, we forget that which it took for us to be saved. We forget the very things that brought us into His kingdom…  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. By grace, we were saved through faith.

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9
Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

<opentext> It is not of works....nor by any person...it is God's unmerited favor with mankind.

<opentext> Rom 10:9 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
(KJV)

<opentext> One had to confess with their mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in their heart that God raised Him from the dead, to be delivered, healed, and made whole…  One had to believe in the work that God accomplished by and through this same Jesus of Nazareth, whom He made both Lord and Christ… As we grow in a working knowledge of the Word of God, we then begin to grow in understanding, of how we became that new creation in Christ.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17 16
Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<opentext> Christ dwells in your heart by faith (faith comes by hearing, hearing and acting upon the message delivered by Christ) as we allow His Word to become the ruling element in our life…  It is as we continue in His Word, that we chose to be His disciples, by doing the things we see Father do, and speaking the things we hear Father speak, for His sheep hear His voice, and chose to be obedient to His Word.

<opentext> definition for "may dwell" from Eph 3:17....2730  katoikeo- 1) to dwell, to settle  metaphorically, divine powers, influences, etc., are said to dwell in his soul, to pervade, to prompt, to govern it  2) to dwell in, to inhabit 

<opentext> God is said to dwell in the temple, that is, to always be present for worshipers

<opentext> That Christ "may dwell" in your heart… Abiding in Him. Our life should be the Word of God. Not to impress people. Not to make a spectacle of oneself. Rather, that we would please Father… Christ dwells in our heart, by faith. Our ability to believe God and His Word, and to then act upon that which He asks of us through His Word. For we know that without faith, it is impossible to please Him… That whatever is not of faith is sin…  Being established in the faith; that is, rooted and grounded in it…  Christ, the cornerstone, the rock that the builders rejected.

<opentext> Ps 118:22-23 22
The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.
 23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.
(KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:4-5 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
(KJV)

<opentext> Being rooted and grounded in love; that is, coming to an understanding of how and why God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son. The fact that one must believe in and upon Him to be saved. 

<opentext> Col 2:7-8  7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.  8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> All to often, we look for man to teach us. When, in fact, the Spirit of truth is who is to lead us and guide us into all truth. Any true teacher of the Word, will always point the people to Father through Jesus Christ… That is how and why Christ dwells in our hearts by faith. For the rules or law of faith, is established and maintained by God's Word, and thus the importance of studying for Father's approval. If we seek only to please Father (and not any man) then we will never have reason to be ashamed when we stand before Him, for we have taken the time, and put forth the effort, to rightly divide the Word of truth… You, are the temple of the living God. It is not some building made with stone. Have you put forth the maximum effort, to make yourself a suitable temple for the Lord?

<opentext> Acts 17:24-25 24
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:16 16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
(KJV)

<opentext> Those that worship the Father, must, worship Him in spirit and in truth. Yet how often is what we do based off of the traditions and doctrines of men, rather then from the truth of God's Word?

<jhvhonly> amen

<diligently> yes, in the past…we thank Father we live in now faith…today.

<his> much is…our flesh is taught wrong in all/most things from the start....learning to put it aside

<shama> learning to only do that which pleases Him and what He asks of me, not what man says or asks

<opentext> Rom 8:9-10 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
(KJV)

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh...cannot please God....and thus why we are to walk in the Spirit. Establishing one self in His Word. His Word is what will illuminate our path, Guide our every step.

<opentext> Ps 119:9-10 9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times one will hear His Word, but will not give heed to it. They will be a hearer of the Word, but not a doer…  One other thing that people often do, is that they look at where they think other people are at, and imitate them, rather then being an imitator of Christ. We must remember who it is that set the example that we are to follow. It is only by following His example, that Christ will continue to dwell in one's heart… And, since He dwells there by faith, and faith comes from hearing the message delivered by and through Christ, one has to not only hear the Word, but then act upon it, allowing it to become a very way of life.

<opentext> Gal 2:20-21  20
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 21
I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
(KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you allow Christ to dwell in your heart? One must remembers, that without faith, it is impossible to please Him!

<shama> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes <diligently> yes yes <jhvhonly> yes <gramerc> yes <helpmate> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> in gal 2:20-21.the last 21....for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain...can you please explain this part more.? … vain?

<opentext> Gal 5:4-5 4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> one must remember, that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law...being made a curse for us (Gal 3:13, Col 2:14)

<diligently> the law meaning the old test…the commandments.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> it is by grace through faith that we are saved...not by works

<diligently> yes… ok, so if the law was still in affect...Christ would be of now good to us.

<opentext> correct

<diligently> ok thank you
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