Bible Study Tuesday 28 March, 2000

<shama> Thank you Father for this day that you have given to us and all that you have ready to show to us as we hear and obey your voice and we thank you Father that your Word never changes...mold us and cause us to be a vessel fit your use, this day, and we ask these things in your son's name Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9, 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is​ the gift of God​ (the Son given): 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

<opentext> Weymouth Eph 2:8 For it is by grace that you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves. It is God's gift, and is not on the ground of merit-- 9 so that it may be impossible for any one to boast.

<opentext> The "gift" of God....any gift...has to be received...it can not be accepted partially....

<opentext> Eph 4:7  7
But unto every one of us is given grace ​according to the measure of the gift of Christ​. (KJV)


<opentext> by what many people say and think.....that God gives us this gift in stages....but as we can see from the scriptures today....it is "a gift"...we receive it all...the measure...it is not by anything that we do...or our status in the community...it is God's gift.

<opentext> Col 2:9-10  9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)

<opentext> in Jesus of Nazareth, dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily..

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> do we sort of receive it in stages as we develop our faith? would that be accurate to say?

<opentext> we become more aware of what we have received, as we study His Word seeking His approval....the analogy of a new car...we receive all of the car when we purchase, but now have to read the instruction manual. to learn how to operate all that we received

<now-faith> ooh yes, ok

<opentext> so just as all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Jesus of Nazaeth....and God is no respecter of persons, and you have accepted Christ into your life...then you are complete in Him....now allowing this gift to develop in you, by taking the time to read, and understand the Christian's Operational manual...otherwise known as the Bible

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:14 14 Now thanks be unto God,​ which always ​causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

<opentext> the victory is always there....it is whether or not we accept it....by operating in God's Word, according to the terms and provisions set forth.....by operating...in Christ… when do we get in trouble...when we operate outside of Christ....when we try to do it our way. When we think more highly of our self… how often do people think or figure that they have to "earn" their promotions within the Word?

<shama> used to think that way in the past

<helpmate> most people do

<diligently> most do

<opentext> Matt 6:33 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and​ all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)


<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> i don't understand that....i  understand that if you listen what to study you progress if you don't listen you fall..that seems to me like putting forth an effort to allow the free gift to operate

<opentext> if i were to give you a package...and you did not open it...but rather stuck it away...what good would it do you?

<his> it would not do me any good if i did not open it

<opentext> when you accepted Christ into your life, did you receive all or part of Him?

<opentext> remember Col 2:10...you are complete in Him! … as we study the Word, that which God asks of us....it removes more of the package, the flesh, and more of Christ is then evident for ourselves and others to see....we are lacking nothing, for we have an unction of the Holy One, and we know all things… i can do "all things" through Christ who is my strength.

<his> all... but i have to make a decision whether to do what is asked or not...i put forth an effort.. ..that seems like "earning" to me even though i know the Word says it is not...i apologise

<opentext> living today...being obedient to that which Father asks of me...this day...now faith....for in Christ...it is always now faith...obedience to God's Word… if it had to be earned in any way...then the original gift would have to be earned...and what could you ever do to earn God's mercy?

<his> nothing except ask for it and receive it

<opentext> so then if you cannot earn the original gift...and God does not change.....

<opentext> Mal 3:6  6
For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.  (KJV)

<opentext> how can anything else be earned, but rather all a part of the original gift, and us having to read the instruction manual....to see how all that we received...operates.

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> I see it more as offering than earning...offering yourself a living sacrifice unto Him, give and it shall be given unto you.  

<opentext> the more we yield to God, the more we lay the flesh aside, the more of Christ is revealed in our life… it is not of works...less any man should boast.... does that help any graeme?

<his> yes....thanks...

<opentext> does anyone remember which newsletter we covered the analogy of the polaroid?

<now-faith> perhaps In the image of God?…  not sure

<his> yes v18n48 and n49...will refresh ...thanks

<opentext> the devil uses people to try to alter our path....to try to get us to take detours, to discourage us. Anything, to keep us from seeing more clearly, who we are in Christ…  how much was Jesus Christ attacked by the devil?

<diligently> all the time

<helpmate> tempted in ever manner as we are

<opentext> did these attacks ever get what seemed to be personal?

<helpmate> yes <diligently> yes… even at his lowest points..where we would think He could not go on

<opentext> John 8:41 41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.
(KJV)

<opentext> greg and me were talking the other day...and we were able to see how they even accused Jesus of Nazareth of what the world might have said was an illegitimate birth....  He had to be confident in order to overcome....the same confidence that we have to have (Phil 1:6)… He was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not....and, unless we have the exact same measure available to us....then God has lied....and we know that that is impossible....for God is not a man that he should lie!…  we have the measure of the gift....and in each and every situation, we but need to call upon God, to open to us the wisdom and power of Christ that we have within us, to overcome the situation that faces us, for greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world.... Jesus Christ overcame...that we might have the same strait and narrow path to follow.....follow the written instructions, for the proper operation of "this gift".....will you use all of it this day?

<at-peace> yes we will <diligently> yes <shama> yes <helpmate> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was thinking about "earn" and heard... we can't earn with Father, He gives and gives more abundantly as we continue in His Word, not looking for or chasing the blessings, but doing His will from our heart... not being a hearer only... we see earn as trying to worship God in the flesh

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:17 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,​ all things are become new​. (KJV)

<opentext> we have to admit this verse is true..or deny it....

<opentext> John 1:1616 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:30 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 5:9  9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;
(KJV)

<opentext> Col 2:3  3
In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)

<opentext> they are all hid within us...as we study for Father's approval...they are revealed or made manifest in our life…  the more the flesh dies daily, the more of Christ is revealed in us…  any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if not, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<at-peace> James 1:5-6 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. (KJV)

<at-peace> James 1:2-4  2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. (KJV)
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