Bible Study Wednesday 5 April, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father we thank you and praise you for your tender loving grace and mercy , and all that you have afforded in Him as we continue in your Word this day….. we ask that you would open up that which you know we have need of that will enable us to continue on your strait and narrow path through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Eph 2:18-20 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
(KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:10-11  10
According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
(KJV)

<opentext> the foundation of our belief, our trust, our hope. There is no other that can be laid.

<opentext> Isa 28:16 16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.  (KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, how that when something becomes real precious to a person, that they want to find out all that they can about it?

<his> yes <diligently> yes <now-faith> yes

<opentext> The more precious our salvation becomes to us, the more we will want to learn all that we can about it. We will not be hasty in doing it. We will look to uncover all that we can… Seek, and you will find! Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness… Searching the scriptures, and finding  all that they do testify of Him.

<opentext> Matt 16:18 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (KJV)

<opentext> note, who will build....

<opentext> Acts 4:10-12  10
Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 11
This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 12
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.  (KJV)

<opentext> There is no other name under heaven given among men...whereby we must be saved. Recognizing, as well as understanding the predetermined plan that God set in motion before the world as we know it began. For God so loved the world, that He gave, and the Son obeyed.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:19 19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
(KJV)

<opentext> Rom 3:3 3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? (KJV)

<opentext> Many do not believe....will that change the outcome of what God has put into motion?

<his> no <now-faith> no <helpmate> not at all <at-peace> no <shama> no <diligently> no

<opentext> Even for ourselves, in the areas that we have not grown and developed in, don't we too, at times question God?

<shama> yes <his> yes <diligently> yes 

<now-faith> sometimes without realizing it, we have in times past

<opentext> Will it change the purpose or outcome of God's plan?

<now-faith> no <shama> no <his> no <diligently> no <helpmate> no

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:6-8 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8
And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.
(KJV)

<opentext> God has given the plans, as well as the means, for any and all to be saved. It is each person's choice, as to whether or not they will hear the Word of God, act upon it, and then follow the guidelines set forth. We then have to make the decision to walk in agreement with God, or in direct opposition to Him. How often do we stop to really hear, that when we are disobedient to that which God asks of us, we are going in direct opposition to Him?

<his> i have..it is hard to come to terms with at times

<diligently> we did not realize that in the past.

<shama> we probably dont realise it enough

<helpmate> if we are not for....we are against…  can't ride the fence...either yea or nay

<opentext> It is no different then shaking our hand up to heaven, and calling Him a liar, when we decide or chose to rebel against His Word.

<opentext> Rom 3:4 4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> I will be justified, when my sayings or words are in agreement with His Words. This can only happen as our knowledge of the Word, is built upon God's master plan, not traditions and doctrines.

<opentext> Eph 2:20-21 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
(KJV)

<opentext> Eccl 12:10-11  10
The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.
11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ told us, that His Words are Spirit and they are life. So then, if we ignore His counsel, it puts us in the realm of death.

<helpmate> we have then strayed from the strait and narrow path

<opentext> So, it is only as we continue in His Word, working as a body, that there can be growth. It is as Christ is the head, that we will live, work and grow together, since we know that it is His work, it is His body, and that we are but laborers in His field.

<opentext> Eph 2:22 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> It is as we sincerely seek God this day, that we are able to receive that daily bread, that will sustain us properly for this day, and give us all that we have need of, to do all that He asks of us. It is only by and through Jesus Christ, our mediator, that we have this access to go boldly before the throne of God, to receive that which we have need of this day…  if we don't have, whose fault is it?

<his> our own

<shama> mine <at-peace> mine <diligently> mine

<opentext> James 4:3 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  (KJV)

<opentext> In all that we say, in all that we do, it should be with the purpose of doing God's will, that it would bring unity to the body of Christ, anything else would be self-serving, or in other words, consuming it upon our own lusts….. Today, let us be mindful of the foundation that we are built upon. This is the day that the Lord has made, and as we keep Jesus Christ as the cornerstone of our salvation, we will be able to rejoice, and be glad in this day!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> how does one learn to balance the need to be focused on working out one's own salvation while at the same time being aware of the needs of others....without meddling and becoming a hindrance ?

<opentext> one of the biggest things for me, was to recognize that i am not the saviour. when i was able to see and recognize that, then i began to be more watchful of all that i said or did, trying to be more sure of always ministering words of grace(God's Word) to the hearer...or even those that were watching my example…  if one is applying God's Word to the scene, it ministers, if i am giving my counsel, then it becomes meddling….and the majority of the time, when God does ask me to speak, my spirit is usually asking God...isn't there someone else you can use Lord?

<opentext> does that help at all graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> what is the meaning of  amiss?

<opentext> definition for amiss....  2556  kakos- 1) used of a bad nature: not such as it ought to be 2) used of a mode of thinking, feeling, acting: base, wrong, wicked  3) troublesome, injurious, pernicious, destructive, baneful

<opentext> anything that is not of life, or harmful to the body of Christ.

<diligently> ok, thank you

<opentext> when we say or do things...do we want people to look at us, or at Jesus Christ. that is the dividing line.

<opentext> any other questions or comments today?

<opentext> remember, tomorrow is Q & A day

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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