Bible Study Tuesday 4 April, 2000

<shama> heavenly Father we come before you with expectant hearts, ready to partake of your living waters...we pray that we will be still and know that you are God, as you speak that which you have ready for us this day....we ask these things, giving you thanks and praise for them, in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 2:16-18  16
And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.
18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 2:5-6  5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time (KJV)

<opentext> there is but one mediator between God and man....Jesus Christ is the way, established by the truth of God's Word, for no man can come to Father but by Him.

<opentext> Rom 8:9-10 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
(KJV)

<opentext> if we operate in the flesh, we are not able to please God. One has to be operating in the Spirit of Christ to have access to Father. They that are operating in the flesh, cannot please God.

<opentext> John 14:13 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (KJV)

<opentext> The unity of the God-head, always working in unity, always in agreement. The same way that the body of Christ should work together…. The importance of you the believer, coming into agreement with His Word. We have to remember, that the New Testament is a legal document, and therefore, to operate in it's fulness, one must follow the conditions that are set forth… Many times, we will hear people say, "but God knows my heart". Yes, God knows your heart, and out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks… Will ignorance works as an excuse before God?

<shama> no <at-peace> no <his> no <diligently> no <helpmate> no

<opentext> Rom 10:2-3  2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Many people have a zeal for God, but it is not according to the knowledge of God's Word, but rather by the traditions and doctrines of man… There is no righteousness for one, apart from Christ.

<opentext> Rom 10:4  4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 2:18 18 For through him we both ​have access by one Spirit​ unto the Father. (KJV)


<opentext> Eph 4:4-6 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we forget that we are one body, by and through one Lord? Don't we many times try to do things on our own?

<shama> yes  <diligently> yes,we have in the past.  <his> yes

<opentext> in Eph 2:18...definition for access...4318  prosagoge- 1) the act of bringing to, a moving to 2) access, an approach to God, that is, that relationship with God whereby we are acceptable to Him and have assurance that He is favorably disposed toward us 

<opentext> by and through Jesus Christ, we are able to...

<opentext> Heb 4:16 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
 (KJV)

<opentext> interesting, that the verse starts off..."let us"

<opentext> Matt 6:8 for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

<opentext> How often when we have need of something, do we go to God first thing...or usually do we try things "our way" first?

<diligently> yes we have done it that way sometimes… not realizing that that was what we were doing

<helpmate> are getting better at going to Father first

<shama> sometimes try our way first...it never works though

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> how do we rightly divide which "needs" we should be taking to Father in private and which as a "body"..asking others for help ?

<opentext> very good question… each of us, as Christians, know the areas that we are strong in, and we know the areas that we are weak or waver in. So, what it always comes down to, is hearing Father, not letting pride get in our way. God knows when we need to ask for help.

Thus why the Word tells us plainly that He is there, when two or three are gathered together in His name. Or, as James tells us..

<opentext> James 5:14-16 14
Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (KJV)


<opentext> the problem arises, is that when people operate in the flesh, then they hold the weaknesses of the brothers or sisters against them, and that is why often times, people are reluctant to ask for help in a time of need.

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<opentext> Eph 2:18-19 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
 (KJV)

<opentext> by the Spirit of Christ we have access before the throne of God, as fellowcitizens......yet, how often do we go there, with that confidence?

<at-peace> growing in that area of confidence

<diligently> we do not know. for sure…we want to say we go to Father always… confidence or no confidence

<his> when we look at flesh..where we "think" others are, we lose our confidence

<opentext> Phil 1:6 6
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun ​a good work in you​ will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)


<opentext> One must have confidence in the redemption act, that was done in and on your behalf....knowing that He has delivered you from the power of darkness, and translated you into the kingdom of His Son. That indeed, you did become that new creation in Christ, that old things are past away, and a new life, a new beginning in Christ is what has been made available to you!… As we are able to begin to see who we are in Christ; and all that has been made available to us the believer, it is then that we can say with confidence, that this is the day that the Lord has made, and i will rejoice and be glad in it; for Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of my salvation. Will you proclaim that this day?

<his> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <at-peace> yes <helpmate> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Eph 2:18 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. (KJV)

<his> before could only see "both" as gentiles and jews and flesh and Spirit but now hear it as "we all together"...meaning the Body of Christ

<opentext> Helen just said the exact same thing here… and that is a very good way of looking at that....

<his> :-) and came to mind that both can mean two or more

<opentext> exactly....and thus, we see the importance of sharing

<opentext> Matt 18:19-20 19
Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together​ in my name​, there am I in the midst of them. (KJV)


<opentext> any other questions or comments? 

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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