Bible Study Monday 3 April, 2000

<his> Father, we come before You through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ with thanksgiving in our hearts and with open and ready minds to hear closely that which You have for us today. Father, we ask that You would help us to make these Words real in our own lives.  We thank and praise You for this. In Christ Jesus name...

<opentext> Eph 2:14-16 14
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  15
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
(KJV)

<opentext> definition for enmity.... 2189  echthra (ekh'-thrah); feminine of 2190; hostility; by implication, a reason for opposition:  KJV-- enmity, hatred.

<opentext> in looking at these verses, one of the first things we have to understand is what the enmity was.... being born in sin, it caused a hostility between us and God....so as long as sin stood between us and God, there could be NO peace.

<opentext> Rom 5:1-2 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (KJV)

<opentext> we are justified by faith, but faith in what?

<diligently> in our  trust in Christ Jesus

<his> the Word....Christ

<shama> having faith in His Word

<at-peace> by our faith in Christ

<opentext> faith, in God's predetermined plan of restoration...whereby fellowship was restored by and through Jesus Christ....

<opentext> Rom 5:8-9  8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. (KJV)

<opentext> as one is saved, and then they start to walk in that grace by faith, it is difficult for the human mind, to comprehend all that God has accomplished by and through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Phil 4:7  7
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
(KJV)

<opentext> the human understanding, has a very hard time understanding this love that God has for His creation. Without Christ, one will try to rationalize their relationship with God. They will try to rationalize salvation by their understanding, rather then according to His Word.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:18-19  18
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. (KJV)

<opentext> As one begins to grow in the wisdom and knowledge of God, they then begin to live their life in accordance with His Word, being that example of the believer. However, as one decides to live for God, does that do away with all of their problems while in this world?

<shama> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no <his> no

<opentext> Jesus Christ plainly told us, that if they hated Him, they will also hate us; if they persecuted Him, they will also persecute us, that is those that live according to the law of faith…  so then, how does one find peace, when in constant opposition by the world?

<his> the Word...going to Father

<diligently> through Christ Jesus, resting in Father,

<shama> keeping our mind renewed in the Word daily

<at-peace> by being content in Christ, no matter what the external situation may be... by faith, trusting and believing in God and His Word above all else

<opentext> John 16:33  33
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
(KJV)

<opentext> being followers of Christ, that is, hearing His Word, and then becoming doers of the Word as well. Not enough just to hear His Word, but then living it as well.

<opentext> Eph 2:15 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
(KJV)

<opentext> Do you think that it was easy on the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth, to always live the Word, with all of the opposition that it caused?

<at-peace> no <diligently> no, not at all <his> no <shama> no not for His flesh <helpmate> no

<opentext> Gal 3:13 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: (KJV)

<opentext> Col 2:14 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; (KJV)

<opentext> the sin, which always causes us to fall, is plain and simply, disobedience. It started with Eve and Adam, and has continued to this day… Any time we falter, it always comes back to...disobedience. Not obeying that which God asks of us…  Through Christ Jesus, we are shown the way, that we too can walk in obedience, by the grace and truth that came by and through Jesus Christ. Restoration or reconciliation with the Father, by the one sacrifice made for many…  Think about it for a moment, one gets in trouble, when they do not believe the promises that God has made to them. When one forgets that God has delivered them from the power of darkness, and has translated them into the kingdom of His dear Son; thus why we are told that His kingdom is not of this world… If we operate in and by the flesh....it brings us into the realm on where there is enmity between us and God.

<opentext> Rom 8:7-8  7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  8
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  (KJV)

<opentext> By Jesus of Nazareth, always listening to, and then obeying the Spirit of Christ within Him; He was able when all was done, to present the perfect sacrifice before Father, thus restoring fellowship between God and man.

<opentext> Acts 2:36  36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ lived the life, and set the example that we too can follow. The result of this, is the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, that awaits those that maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path.

<opentext> Rom 8:29  29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (KJV)

<opentext> the firstborn among many brethren, showing the path or life that we too could follow.

<opentext> Col 1:15 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: (KJV)

<opentext> making available to any that would call upon the name of the Lord, a new life in Him; that new creation available only in Christ.

<opentext> Col 1:18  18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (KJV)

<opentext> showing us the way from death to life.

<opentext> Heb 12:23  23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, (KJV)

<opentext> The body of Christ, the result of the Son. Reconciliation with mankind, to any that would hear and obey His Word.

<opentext> Eph 2:16 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you walk in that restoration that is made available to you?

<diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes <helpmate> yes <shama> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today’s study?
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