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Bible study 2/24/00

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this time to gather to hear your Word, that which will nourish and sustain us this day. We are so thankful for all that you have done for us, in and through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Eph 1:9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, KJV

<opentext> We often hear of all that has been made available to us...but how much of what we hear, have we really taken the time to understand?

<at-peace> much more than i used too, am learning more each day to use that which i have been given

<shama> more each day, and there is so much more that we need to understand

<diligently> all that Father puts on our heart,there is so very much.we do learn more and more each day.

<his> understanding increasing as learn more

<at-peace> the more we use that which we have been given, the more understanding in Father's wisdom we will have

<opentext> Each person, needs to understand what it is that they have become a part of; that is to have an understanding of what this inheritance is about.

<opentext> Yes, using that which we have been given; getting a deeper understanding, but also wanting to grow in understanding. This is a motivation that can only come from within.

<opentext> It does not matter how much the teacher knows, or how good the teacher is; we, the individual has to have the desire to learn; has to want to learn.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15Study to shew ​thyself approved​ unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. KJV

<opentext> If we will keep in mind who the letter is to that we are studying, the Ephesians, and that Paul had stayed probably the longest of any place that he did while in the ministry, why would they have to be reminded of so much that had been taught to them?

<at-peace> they allowed that which they had heard to slip

<diligently> they did not listen

<diligently> hear or obey.

<shama> because they had not heard and taken to heart and obeyed all that Father had had Paul share with them before

<his> they did not keep it current

<diligently> it was not in there hearts to

<opentext> all good answers

<at-peace> they became forgetful hearers

<opentext> They did not hear all that was said...since faith is by hearing the message delivered by Christ, so hearing will always be one of the reasons.

<opentext> They kept among them, poor communications, which eroded what good manners they had developed.

<opentext> How often, do we allow poor communications, or company, to pull us down? That is to cause us to let down our guard a little?

<diligently> we have at times..but not to often.(at work)

<diligently> even listening to them is not good at times

<his> too often ..most day in some way or another  x-(

<his> days

<shama> did a lot in the past, but now it seems easier to stand firm in faith and be not moved by what blows through

<opentext> So then, if we keep our mind renewed in the Word, and stay mindful of our inheritance, we will not be as apt to fall victim to the woes and temptations of those around us.

<opentext> Rom 8:17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. KJV

<opentext> Did you ever notice in this verse, that not only heirs of God, but then Paul also says joint-heirs with Christ?

<shama> yes 

<at-peace> no

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> only recall joint-heirs with Christ

<his> just the words

<opentext> So we can then see clearly that He is our brother, and the need to maintain our relationship in and through Him. 

<opentext> What is it that you have inherited, in 3 words or less?

<diligently> being with Father 

<his> all wisdom knowledge

<at-peace> kingdom of God

<shama> all of Christ

<opentext> ALL spiritual blessings!

<opentext> It is where we have to explore the Word, listen to our teacher and our guide, to find out all that it is that we have inherited. Not that we want to run around as spoiled children, demanding this, or wanting that. Rather, the more we know of who we are in Christ, the more effectively we can serve Father.

<opentext> Col 1:12-12Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: KJV

<opentext> As we look at verses, taking the time to see and hear that which we have been given, and then taking the time to come to an understanding of what it says. If you do not understand when talking with Father, ask Him to explain it further.

<opentext> Many times, i have heard people say....well, maybe i am just not supposed to understand that now...  We have an unction of the Holy One, and we know all things.....so now we have to renew the mind, so that we have a clear perception of that which Father is asking of us.

<opentext> Titus 3:7That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. KJV

<opentext> we are saved by grace, through faith....God's unmerited favor towards us, as we take the time to hear and obey the voice of God. 

<opentext> James 2:5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 6But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats? KJV

<opentext> His kingdom is not of this world. Just as we are not to be of this world. And thus the reason that we are supposed to stay separate from it. 

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:14Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, KJV

<opentext> Remembering what our inheritance is; and also where it is located  at. If we do this, then we will keep our rightful place, in Christ Jesus. Where will you be seated this day?

<at-peace> in heavenly places in Christ Jesus

<his> in the heavenly sanctuary

<now-faith> right there with Christ ...in heavenly places

<shama> in heavenly places with Christ Jesus

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<now-faith> o/

<diligently> in heavenly places in Christ Jesus my Lord

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> I found that interesting.  About how we will say, "maybe it isn't for me to understand right now".  I know I have said that myself.  So there is nothing that we are not to understand right now, since it is now faith and now is the day of your salvation?  It is a matter of us seeking Father and His wisdom TO understand it?

<opentext> Have you ever wanted to ask God a question, and then all of a sudden just seemed to have the answer; whether within the Word, or in your mind?

<now-faith> oh yes, we have or as we are asking it, we hear it

<opentext> Prov 8:17I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. KJV

<opentext> So then, much of it has to do with the attitude of our heart, as to whether we will hear or not.

<now-faith> oh wow, so if we have that intent to seek HIm and His understanding in our heart, He will reward us with the answer.  Lol, yes! PYF that is really neat

<opentext> The other part of it has to do with us being satisfied with the answer Father does give us...or as Paul said, in whatever state i am, to there with be content.

<now-faith> oh, so if we are not really seeking the answer...let's say we are allowing carnal thinking in the way, then we can expect to receive nothing?

<now-faith> aaah yes

<opentext> John 3:27
John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.
 (KJV)

<opentext> those that are in the flesh, cannot please God...carnal thinking or actions will only get one in trouble

<opentext> does that help michie?

<now-faith> we are seeing more clearly now!! that is neat, thank you!

<his> o/          <opentext> yes graeme

<his> apologize for interrupting. .got excited..heard "knows what you have need of before you ask" ..no question at this time

<opentext> not a problem brother...it is a  good thing, to get excited about the Word

<now-faith> yes, that is true graeme, He knows what we have need of before we ask...so often when we ask, we hear the answer! He knows the daily bread that we have need of, before we ask Him for it....many people hope God will feed them this day, rather than asking for their daily bread.

<now-faith> I kind of relate that to when I expect to receive during a Bible study and then get "whip lash" from nodding emphatically through the whole thing!  

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> regarding "desire" to learn ..was seein it carnally at first..as old man ...but then it  is more  question of wanting to let (allow) the Spirit have His way..and then the desire grows naturally...would that be correct ?

<opentext> yes, because the more we then see, the more we want to do to please Father....and the more we please Father, the more we learn.

<his> this is great...is all i can say

<opentext> :-) fully understand brother

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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