Bible Study Wednesday 23 February, 2000

<his> Father we come before you through Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour with thanksgiving in our hearts and with open minds. Father we ask in His name that you would help us this day to maintain our concentration on that which you have for each of us in and through your Word. And we thank You and praise You for this.

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, So richly has God lavished upon us His grace, granting us complete insight and understanding of the open secret of His will, showing us how it was the purpose of His design so to order it in the fullness of the ages that all things in heaven and earth alike should be gathered up in Christ - (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: (KJV)

<opentext> As we grow in grace, and an understanding and comprehension of His Word, we are better able to see and understand how great Father's love is for us; as well as the rights, authority, and privilege that has been afforded us in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Phile 1:6 acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Do we more often acknowledge every good thing, or more often concentrate on what we think is yet wrong?

<diligently> we do both,but we have to say ,,we do acknowledge the wrong ,more.

<his> too much on what i "think" is wrong

<shama> learning daily to acknowledge all good things as a blessing from Father

<opentext> If, we think on what is wrong, how can we grow? 

<diligently> oh my,we cant

<shama> tried that for ages....it doesnt work

<his> finding it hinders

<at-peace> can't ... because we are not looking past the things we see wrong to the solution 

<opentext> What we must remember, is that He has delivered us from the power of darkness, that in Christ we did become that new creation, old things were past away, ALL things became new.

<opentext> Phil 4:8-9  8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.
(KJV)

<opentext> As long as we are looking at what is wrong, can we believe God for a completed work?

<shama> no <diligently> no <his> no

<opentext> Col 2:9-10 9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10
And​ ye are complete in him​, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)


<opentext> When we are able to see the work as completed, it is then that we will turn to God for the solution; that is, we will look for the way, which is through the truth, which then points us to the life that is in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:16, Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times, we will be ridiculed or made fun of, because we are so picky with the Word. Should this stop or deter us from living the truth?

<shama> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no <his> no

<opentext> Yet, how often have we allowed what other people have thought to influence our decision, more than the Word?

<diligently> we have 

<shama> too often in the past

<diligently> yes,in the past

<his> too much before, less today

<at-peace> in past have done that

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:15, And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> So in Christ, the wisdom and power of God, we have to remember the foundation of the Word that we have built upon, and continue in this in order to be set free, as well as maintain that freedom

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:12, Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. (KJV)

<opentext> Why do you suppose it is, that the more we live for God, the more persecution we will suffer?

<diligently> the  devil is working harder then, to destroy

<his> other people feel guilty or that we are evil

<shama> the devil gets mad and man gets uncomfortable around us, maybe because they are being convicted

<at-peace> because our example convicts others and they look for fault in us, so that they don't have to look at themselves

<opentext> good answers…  If you can remember when you were real young in the Lord, or just prior to when you got saved, how or what did it do to you, when you heard the Word, and it was in an area of your life that you were not listening to God in,

<diligently> it hurt our and still does hurt our heart so

<his> headache, heartache

<shama> made us feel irritable and uncomfortable

<his> or other way round

<at-peace> cut right to my heart

<opentext> So, if it convicted us, and caused us to look for excuses, then it will do the same around us, for those that are also ducking or avoiding God… This is why we are to be the example of the believers.....

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13 12
Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, something we should know, that at about the time of this writing, Timothy was about in his mid 30's...why would Paul say let no man despise thy youth?

<diligently> because in his heart he was Fathers child

<opentext> from 0 to 18 was considered a child, from 18 to 45 was considered a youth, and above 45 was considered an adult, and so thus, many of the elders were older than Timothy, and yet he was older and more mature in the Lord, than many of the elders. many people will still look and judge by the same way today, especially those that have been trapped within a denomination for years.

<his> familiar

<opentext> This is why, we have to have an understanding of God's grace that He has so abundantly lavished upon us; we need to study for Father's approval of who we are in Christ, so that we will set that example that we should, in word, in our conversation, always showing the love of God that has been shed abroad in our hearts, by walking in the Spirit, and not the flesh and it's senses.  He has made known to us, the mystery or secret of His will or purpose. Yet, we seldom hear all that it encompassed or entailed.  We are only concerned with that which we think is relevant to our life or walk right now. And in doing or acting this way, we let slip the things that we have learned, and then soon our hearing becomes, dull. And, what happens, as well as what is required, when we become dull of hearing?

<his> chastening

<diligently> Fathers correction

<shama> Father corrects us

<opentext> Heb 5:11-12 11
Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
12
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. (KJV)

<opentext> and, as our hearing becomes dull, our discernment also decreases greatly

<opentext> Heb 5:13-14 13
For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
14
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
(KJV)

<opentext> So then, as we can see, we need to keep fresh in our heart and mind, the richness of God's grace that He as lavished upon us; and be mindful that He has made available to us, the secret of His will in Christ, which will lead us home, if we hear and obey, this day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was thinking about when Paul penned to Timothy about let no man despise thy youth...heard that it was from experience that he shared this,,, Paul was asked by the Lord to go and rebuke the disciples that had walked with Jesus Christ while He was on this earth … Paul must have thought that same thing about how they walked with Jesus Christ, and who was he so young in his walk to confront them

<opentext> yes, and am sure Paul not only wrestled with that, but also questioned God quite extensively on that as well… how many times have we said...who?  me Lord?

<at-peace> lol... many times

<opentext> let **no** man despise thy youth, and this includes yourself!

<at-peace> trusting that if Father is asking something of you, that He has provided the means to do it if we listen closely to His instruction

<opentext> His sheep know His voice

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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