Bible Study Wednesday 16 February, 2000

<his> Father, we come before you through Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour with thankful hearts and open and willing minds to hear that which You have for us this day. We ask that you would help each of us to maintain our focus on that which you are asking of us and have for us in and through your Word. We thank and praise You for this.

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, So richly has God lavished upon us His grace, granting us complete insight and understanding of the open secret of His will, showing us how it was the purpose of His design so to order it in the fullness of the ages that all things in heaven and earth alike should be gathered up​ in Christ​ - (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> As Moffatt so eloquently says; granting us complete insight. That which has been hidden, is now made known or made plain in Christ…  One can do all things, in Christ. God will provide all of our need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. In Christ, are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It is in Christ we are that new creation. How often do we really stop to hear, who we are, <in Christ>? 

<shama> not often enough in the past

<diligently> more and more we are

<his> not enough

<opentext> Eph 1:3, blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places​ in​​ Christ​: (KJV)

<opentext> Most often, we only think about that which we need or want. This is why we should be praying without ceasing, so that we are always mindful of all that we have received in Christ. Thinking on these things <Phil 4:8> so that we do stay mindful of all that has been made available to us, the believer.

<opentext> Eph 1:12, That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted ​in Christ​. (KJV)  It all began, when you first trusted in Christ, to deliver you from the power of darkness, and translate you into the kingdom of His dear Son.

<opentext> Eph 1:19-20, And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we forget, that we have been raised from the dead?

<diligently> we have at times

<his> every time the old man gets his way

<helpmate> too often

<shama> often used to

<at-peace> too often, should be in remembrance at all times

<opentext> Not only has He raised us from the dead,…

<opentext> Eph 2:6, And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> We not only forget that He has raised us from the dead, but we also forget where we are to be seated.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> that is the part we do forget..as to where Father has me seated.  

<opentext> And that is why we usually become involved with the things of this earth, because we forget to keep fresh in our heart and mind, where we are to be seated. That is why we wrestle not against flesh and blood; this is why we are in the world, but not of this world.

<opentext> Eph 2:10, For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (KJV)

<opentext> Allowing His Word to be the lamp to our feet, and the light to our path; so that each step that we take will be ordered of the Lord… Remembering, that not only did He create man in Their image and after Their likeness, but it is Christ as well, that we became that new creation, and this is the newness of life that we should be walking in.

<opentext> Eph 3:6, That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: (KJV) It is by grace through faith, our ability to trust and believe in the message delivered by and through Christ that allows us to be partakers of this great blessing

<opentext> Eph 3:11, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: (KJV)

<opentext> Keeping our purpose in line with His purpose. This can only happen as we keep our mind renewed in His Word. Think about this: if we were constantly thinking in and on all that He has done for us, would we ever have time to let our mind wander into the wrong things?

<diligently> never PYF

<helpmate> nope

<shama> no, we never would

<his> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Then, we can understand why Paul said to think on these things; to rejoice evermore; to pray without ceasing.

<diligently> yes,we can

<opentext> It is then, that we will have our mind renewed with the right things. It is then that we can be called Christians, those who imitate Christ, because we are operating with His thoughts and not our own.

<opentext> Phil 2:5, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> Note though, you have to let it, you have to allow it.

<opentext> Phil 3:14, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, when i look at this verse, i think of a wine press, where all the juice is removed, but the flesh is left behind. Pressing through that strait and narrow path, where we have to push through that narrow opening to continue on, leaving the traps and snares of this world behind.

<opentext> Phil 3:3, For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> Having...NO ..confidence in the flesh, leaning not to our own understanding. Yet, how often do we base our decisions on how we feel or such in the flesh?

<his> :-( too  much (once is too much)

<at-peace> in times past have done that

<shama> when our focus is on me... too much

<diligently> not real often  PYF.but the times we do it is very painful… when we have in the past

<opentext> All too often, i here Christians say; i think the Words says this; or, i believe the Word says this. The fact is, we have to know what the Word says. This is why we need to be quick to hear the message delivered by Christ, and slow to respond till we have heard and understood the reply in grace.

<opentext> Col 1:4, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, (KJV)

<opentext> Col 1:28, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> If, you continue in the faith.....If you continue in His Word, then are you His disciples indeed, and the truth that you know, is what will set you free, and keep you free.   The fellow Christians will rejoice when they hear of your faith in Christ Jesus, however, the heathen when they hear this, will then have reason to persecute you.

<opentext> John 15:20-21 20
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.
(KJV)

<opentext> Col 2:5, For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Thes 5:18, In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)

<opentext> In everything give thanks. Not for everything. When the devil is attacking, we do not thank the Lord for the attack, however, we do thank Him for His wisdom and the way of escape that He has made.  Today, will you try to keep a thankful heart at all times, that those around you can see and hear the message of faith <in Christ Jesus>?

<shama> yes <diligently> yes <helpmate> yes <his> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<at-peace> o/

<helpmate> yes charlene

<at-peace> not sure how i kept reading this in the past "from the dead" ... from those who continue to be dead spiritually having not accepted Jesus Christ,,, having been separated from our mother's womb, Father asking us to come out from among the world into His glorious light, saying "come child and sit with me"

<at-peace> never heard it in this way before

<opentext> lol...as most do, reading it with your understanding, rather then being led and guided by the Holy Spirit. This is why we have to grow up into Him in all things.

<at-peace> would like to share one more thing.....

<opentext> sure

<at-peace> heard that when you shared about being quick to hear the message delivered of Christ, and slow to respond... this is what Jesus Christ did when He stooped and wrote in the ground as those around Him were badgering Him to respond to the situation of the woman caught in adultery... remembering our example and follow it in ALL situations

<opentext> very good sis

<at-peace> need to learn to exercise this more often 

<his> o/

<helpmate> yes graeme

<his> when you were talking about wine press thought of...... John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water…  as Word presses on us, flesh is left behind and living waters start to flow

<opentext> The Words that he spoke, they are spirit and they are life, since those in the flesh cannot please God.  Walk in the Spirit, and we will not fulfill the lusts or responses of the flesh.

<opentext> very good brother

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if not, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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