Bible Study Monday 14 February, 2000

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning through your precious Son and we offer to you our open hearts and willing minds to receive all that you have prepared for us this day.  We are quick to give you all the thanks, honor and glory for this day through Christ Jesus......

<opentext> Many times, as we look at scripture verses, we read them, and then kind of zoom right by them, and then quickly ask God, ok, what next...

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 1: 9, when He made known to us the secret of His will. And this is in harmony with God's merciful purpose 10 for the government of the world when the times are ripe for it--the purpose which He has cherished in His own mind of restoring the whole creation to find its one Head in Christ; yes, things in Heaven and things on earth, to find their one Head in Him. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> Eph 1: 9 Having made clear to us the secret of his purpose, in agreement with the design which he had in mind, to put into his hands 10 The ordering of the times when they are complete, so that all things might come to a head in Christ, the things in heaven and the things on the earth; in him, I say, (Cambridge basic English)

<opentext> Ephesians 1:9 Having made clear to us the secret of his purpose, in agreement with the design which he had in mind, to put into his hands 10 The ordering of the times when they are complete, so that all things might come to a head in Christ, the things in heaven and the things on the earth; in him, I say, (BBE translation)

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, So richly has God lavished upon us His grace, granting us complete insight and understanding of the open secret of His will, showing us how it was the purpose of His design so to order it in the fullness of the ages that all things in heaven and earth alike should be gathered up in Christ - (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> Having made known to us, opening the mystery or secret of His will to us (you and me). The veil of the flesh being removed​ in Christ​.  If, any man be in Christ, they are a new creation. As a new creation, we now need to read and operate by the new instruction manual, the new testament, the new will; that is the one that replaced the old. 

<opentext> A hidden thing which had never been published before; and now revealed only to the apostles. It was God's will that it should be so, but that will he kept hidden to the present time. A mystery signifies something hidden, but it ceases to be a mystery as soon as it is revealed. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Another privilege which the apostle here blesses God for is divine revelation-- that God hath made known to us the mystery of his will (v. 9), that is, so much of his good-will to men, which had been concealed for a long time, and is still concealed from so great a part of the world: this we owe to Christ, who, having lain in the bosom of the Father from eternity, came to declare his will to the children of men. According to his good pleasure, his secret counsels concerning man's redemption, which he had purposed, or resolved upon, merely in and from himself, and not for any thing in them. In this revelation, and in his making known unto us the mystery of his will, the wisdom and the prudence of God do abundantly shine forth. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> As Moffatt so eloquently says; granting us complete insight. That which has been hidden, is now made known or made plain in Christ.  Most of us have heard the expression, as plain as the nose on your face. And yet, how well can we describe our nose?

<helpmate> greg....cold

<diligent2> :-)

<continuing> hmmm

<shama> lol

<diligent2> there

<helpmate> not unless you take a close look in a mirror

<continuing> not clearly

<opentext> Most of the time, we have a better idea of what everyone else's nose looks like, but not our own. And, much the same  also applies to our Christianity, we know more of what Christ is doing in others, than we do in our own life. One can do all things, in Christ. God will provide all of our need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. In Christ, are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It is in Christ we are that new creation. How often do we really stop to hear, who we are, <in Christ>? 

<continuing> not enough

<diligent2> same here

<shama> not often enough

<helpmate> we do need to more often

<opentext> IF, we abide in Him! IF, we continue in the Word! 

<opentext> Rom 3:24, Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is​ in Christ Jesus​: (KJV)

<opentext> Justified freely, by His grace, through redemption, that is <in> Christ Jesus

<opentext> Rom 3:24, gaining acquittal from guilt by His free unpurchased grace through the deliverance which is found in Christ Jesus. (Weymouth)

<opentext> This is the one time in our lives, that we want to be within, the <in> crowd. 77 times within the epistles, the term​ in Christ​ is used.

<opentext> Rom 8:1, There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are​ in Christ Jesus​, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> In Christ, no condemnation! So, if one is feeling guilty, or shameful, or condemned, they are no longer operating in that free grace, that free gift, that can only come <in> Christ. In every verse that we look at with <in> Christ, it gives a clearer perspective of the will of God, that He has made plain, to those who seek and love Him.

<opentext> Rom 8:2, For the law of the Spirit of life​ in Christ Jesus​ hath made me free from the law of sin and death. (KJV)

<opentext> Christ came that we might have abundant life, the devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy.

<opentext> Rom 9:1, I say the truth ​in Christ​, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, (KJV)

<opentext> speaking the truth in Christ. For God is not a man that He should lie. God has nothing to prove. Lies are usually told to impress someone else.

<opentext> Rom 12:5, So we, being many, are one body​ in Christ​, and every one members one of another. (KJV)

<opentext> Just because you cannot always see your nose, or understand what it is doing; are you going to cut it off?

<shama> no <helpmate> no <diligent2> no <continuing> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> Yet, when we do not understand what God is doing with another part of the body of Christ, or they do not meet our expectations, isn't that exactly what we try to do at times?

<shama> yes <diligent2> yes <helpmate> yes

<continuing> yes, have found it only brings care

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:2, Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified​ in Christ Jesus​, called to be saints, (KJV)

<opentext> How often have <you>, stopped to see and hear all that you are <in> Christ?

<diligent2> we will 

<shama> not often in the past, but am learning more now…  in the past we used to hear it, but not accept it!

<helpmate> need to do that more often

<continuing> not enough

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:30, But of him are ye​ in Christ Jesus​, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)

<opentext> <in> Christ Jesus is the wisdom of God, our right standing with God, our made holy with the rest of the lump, and in Him we have been bought with a price, and all because we are abiding< in> Him.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:15, for​ in Christ Jesus​ I have begotten you through the gospel. (KJV)

<opentext> His Word is indeed Spirit and life.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:22, For as in Adam all die, even so​ in Christ​ shall all be made alive. (KJV)

<opentext> For the next few days, we will continue to look at scripture verses that talk about who we are <in> Christ, which will help us to more clearly see the will of God for us, as we live and operate <in> Christ…  any questions or comments from today?

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<continuing> o/ have comment-question

<opentext> sure

<continuing> Rom 8:1, There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (KJV)

<continuing> understand that sorrow, shame, guilt etc. are feelings of the flesh etc....therefore was wondering what Father is referring to..in Rom 9:2

<opentext> Rom 9:2-3  2
That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.  3
For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: (KJV)

<opentext> Pauls' compassion for his countrymen, who had rejected the Messiah

<continuing> is this like "do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God"....spiritual sorrow and grief ?

<opentext> if you give someone the best gift that you are able to, and someone rejects it, what do you feel inside?

<continuing> very sad...hurt

<opentext> Paul watched his own people, reject the best gift God has for them, at it caused him to be sad for them, just as Jesus Christ wept over Jerusalem…. why  do we give an answer to anyone a reason of the hope within us? because we are moved with compassion, and we want them to have that same peace with God that we do.

<continuing> so it hurts Father when we don't receive all He has for us at any time......

<continuing> yes

<opentext> if you bought your son a whole new wardrobe of clothes, and the next time you saw him he was wearing rags, what would your thoughts be?

<continuing> hurt

<opentext> put on the full or whole armor of God, that you may learn to walk and dress as an ambassador for Him......not in the filthy rags of our own righteousness

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<continuing> yes,  thanks

<opentext> when we learn to abide in Christ, then the same things that hurt Father, will hurt us, as we are part of the body of Christ
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