Bible Study Wednesday January 5, 2000

<shama> we thank you Father for giving us this day. we are so blessed to have this time together to share your living waters, please cause them to flow through us this day, in Christ Jesus name we pray, giving you the thanks, praise and glory

<opentext> Eph 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, KJV

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new KJV

<opentext> And so great is the change the grace of God makes in the soul, that, as it follows, old things are passed away-old thoughts, old principles, and old practices, are passed away; and all these things must become new.  Note, Regenerating grace creates a new world in the soul; all things are new. The renewed man acts from new principles, by new rules, with new ends, and in new company. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

<opentext> As we recognize the truth, then it will cause us to come out from among our old ways, old friends, old family...and press towards the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus… What we often forget, is that we spent years working at getting ourselves in the mess that we were. We had become very proficient at becoming spiritual failures, and as such, there are many bad habits of the flesh that need to be overcome as we grow in Him.

<opentext> Gal 4:5-7, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. KJV

<opentext> Deut 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: KJV

<opentext> Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law....Gal 3:13....the more that we hear His Word, hearken to it, the more we are delivered from. Learning to recognize our rights and authority in Christ… Most, often fail to remember how many curses there were listed in Deut chapter 28. A list of the rebellion and disobedience that we used to be in. We forget the time and effort in the Word it takes to overcome these areas… And, many times, we attempt to justify ourselves by obedience to the Law, as well as works, and then wonder why we get bruised… And, other times, we look at where others are at, and think we should be there as well. Not realizing that we are setting ourself up for failure.

<opentext> Did any of you go through your childhood, without ever disappointing your parents?

<helpmate> no <diligently> no <shama> no <at-peace> no <his> no

<opentext> You made only one mistake while you were growing up?

<helpmate> NO <diligently> no <shama> no <his> lol no <at-peace> no

<opentext> And yet, how many of you beat yourselves up, when you make more than one mistake growing up spiritually?

<diligently> we do

<helpmate> once in a while....but not like we used to

<shama> me

<at-peace> did in the past a whole lot

<his> doing it less 

<opentext> 1 John 1:9, would not be in the Bible if Father expected us to be perfect from day one.

<opentext> 1 John 1:9-10  9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. KJV

<opentext> Heb 12:9, Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? KJV

<opentext> While we are covering the topic of the misconception of predestination, we should also look at the term of elect or election.

<opentext> 1 Peter 1:2, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.KJV

<opentext> [Elect according to the foreknowledge of God] If the apostle had directed his letter to persons elected to eternal life, no one, as Drs. Lardner and Macknight properly argue, could have received such a letter, because no one could have been sure of his election in this way until he had arrived in heaven. But the persons to whom the apostle wrote were all, with propriety, said to be elect according to the foreknowledge of God; because, agreeably to the original purpose of God, discovered in the prophetical writings, Jews and Gentiles, indiscriminately, were called to be the visible church, and entitled to all the privileges of the people of God, on their believing the Gospel. In this sense the word elected is used in other places of Scripture; see 1 Thess 1:4, and the note there. John Wesley has an excellent note on this passage, which I shall transcribe for the benefit of those of my readers who may not have his works at hand.  "Strictly speaking, there is no foreknowledge, no more than afterknowledge, with God; but all things are known to him as present, from eternity to eternity. Election, in the scriptural sense, is God's doing anything that our merit or power has no part in. The true predestination or foreappointment of God is,  1. He that believeth shall be saved from the guilt and power of sin. 2. He that endureth to the end shall be saved eternally. 3. They who receive the precious gift of faith thereby become the sons of God; and, being sons, they shall receive the Spirit of holiness, to walk as Christ also walked. Throughout every part of this appointment of God, promise and duty go hand in hand. All is free gift; and yet, such is the gift, that it depends in the final issue on our future obedience to the heavenly call. But other predestination than this, either to life or death eternal, the Scripture knows not of. Moreover: 1. It is cruel respect of persons; an unjust regard of one, and an unjust disregard of another: it is mere creature partiality, and not infinite justice. 2. It is not plain Scripture doctrine (if true), but rather inconsistent with the express written word that speaks of God's universal offers of grace; his invitations, promises, threatenings, being all general. 3. We are bid to choose life, and reprehended for not doing it. 4. It is inconsistent with a state of probation in those that must be saved, or must be lost. 5. It is of fatal consequence; all men being ready, on very slight grounds, to fancy themselves of the elect number. But the doctrine of predestination is entirely changed from what it formerly was: now it implies neither faith, peace, nor purity; it is something that will do without them all. Faith is no longer, according to the modern predestination scheme, a divine evidence of things not seen wrought in the soul by the immediate power of the Holy Spirit; not an evidence at all, but a mere notion: neither is faith made any longer a means of holiness, but something that will do without it. Christ is no more a Saviour from sin, but a defense and a countenancer of it. He is no more a fountain of spiritual life in the souls of believers, but leaves his elect inwardly dry, and outwardly unfruitful; and is made little more than a refuge from the image of the heavenly, even from righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit? (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> It is by grace, through faith that we are saved. Believing God's Word, then acting upon it, and allowing it to become a real way of life… As we discussed yesterday, that even in this world, there are rules and regulations that need to be followed, adhered to, for an adoption to take place.

<opentext> Deut 28:1-2 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. KJV

<opentext> John 3:18-19 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. KJV

<diligently> o/ 

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> is it wrong for us to tell Father the things in His Word we want to know? like Father i want to know this,this,.?

<opentext> we should be asking Father for that which He knows we have need of this day.

<diligently> how  do we know when we are getting ahead of Father?

<opentext> no peace, unrest, getting all hyper......

<diligently> yes,because Father has a plan for us.

<opentext> Matt 6:7-8 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. KJV

<diligently> yes,thank you

<opentext> 1 John 3:1-2, 1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. KJV

<opentext> The more the world rejects us, the more we know, or should know, that we are following in His foot-steps, and are that much closer to home.

<diligently> yes.. PYF

<opentext> Today, will you allow your appearance to be more like Him?

<his> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <helpmate> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> Tomorrow is Q & A day. And then, Father is allowing me to take 3 weeks off to be refreshed.

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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