Bible Study 13 December

<his> Father, we come before You through Christ Jesus our  Lord and Saviour with thankful hearts and open minds ready to receive that wish You have for us this day.

<opentext> Ephesians 1:3, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: KJV

<opentext> All to often, we will listen to that which other people say or think, more then we will hear and listen to that which Father has to say. In Ephesians 1:3, it tell us clearly that we have been blessed. Yet, in today's world, many are saying that there is more to come, more of God's Spirit to be poured out, more blessings to come; and yet the Word clearly and emphatically tells us here that we have been blessed in Christ. A good example that shows us how many ignore that which we read; is evidenced by this time of year, when people have three wisemen standing around a manger. The Bible does not tell us how many there were, nor does it say that they were ever at the manger. (Matt 2:11, And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. KJV)

<opentext> For many, they put more trust and confidence in what tradition says, then they do in that which God's Word clearly states.

<opentext> We often times forget, that faith is by hearing, stopping all that we are doing, and hearing or giving audience to the message delivered by Christ.

<opentext> Ephesians 1:3, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: KJV

<opentext> For the most part, few want to walk in the fulness of that which God has given to us. Could it be that they then think that this will make for a good excuse when they falter?

<helpmate> could be

<diligently> yes, could be

<opentext> If we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings, then what is it that we are lacking to do all that Father may ask of us? 

<helpmate> not a thing....except a little responsibility

<diligently> nothing then

<his> nothing

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> In a newsletter a few weeks ago, we talked about  FOLLOWING THE INSTRUCTIONS. In other words, read and hear God's Word. Leave out man's opinions. Hear that which His Word says.

<opentext> How often is it, that when people read the Word, they then hear what they have been taught, rather then that which the Word says?

<diligently> very often they do, we would say

<his> much......takes time to hear for self

<at-peace> if we are not allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us it would be often

<helpmate> we should be going back to the Word like the Bereans did

<opentext> very good answers

<opentext> Ephesians 4:7, But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. KJV

<opentext> Colossians 2:10, And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: KJV

<opentext> The measure of the gift of Christ; you are complete in Him. And, since we know that God is not a man that He should lie, then we know that that which He has spoke to us is truth. So, if God's Word is not working in our life, it is not God's fault. God already knows that which His Word can do. Another thing we have to keep in mind, is the fact that Paul had ministered in Ephesus for almost a three year span, so this letter was a reminder to them, of that which Paul had taught and expounded upon while he was there with them. How often is it that we need to be reminded or refreshed of that which Father has opened to us in the past? 

<helpmate> renewing of the mind

<diligently> we do sometimes  :-(

<his> continually...often by ourselves

<at-peace> we are reminded when we allow that which we heard to slip

<opentext> Could that be why the Word tells us, that we should renew the mind daily?

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

 <his> yes

<opentext> Hosea 4:6, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. KJV

<opentext> Note, it clearly says His people....Because YOU the individual rejected God's knowledge. To reject is to spurn; to reject with contempt. Any time we reject God's Word for man's ideas and opinions, we have rejected or spurned God. We have shown open contempt against God, and His Word. When we do ignore or reject His Word, we do not think of it as contempt though, we will find a word that does not make it seem as bad; or quite as grave as it really is. We will try to blame, everyone but ourself.

<opentext> 1 John 2:20, But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. KJV

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:24, But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. KJV

<opentext> John 16:13, Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. KJV

<opentext> We have been blessed, with all spiritual blessings.....God has made available to us, the ability to hear His Word, and overcome all obstacles through the measure of the gift of Christ. He has given us His Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide through the Word; to lead us and guide us into all truth. However, one has to trust the guide, they have to put their own live in the capabilities of that guide, and trust the directions.

<opentext> If you were given a new car....would your first thoughts be as you went out to start it....that it will not work?

<helpmate> no

<diligently> no

<at-peace> no

<his> no.. would be eager to try it

<opentext> And yet, when we hear the Word of God, there are times when we look at it, and think to ourself, this just will not work.

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that that which Jesus Christ did, and greater works shall we do, because He ascended to the Father, and gave gifts unto men. He has made available to us, that same power.

<opentext> Some will think, that it will work for everyone but themselves.

<diligently> o/

<helpmate> Father is nor a respecter of persons

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> why do we do that?

 <diligently> or we will think

<diligently> we just can not do it as good for Father as the rest of my brothers and sisters

<opentext> because for the bigger part of our lives, we have listened to and believed the lies more than the truth. We have taken man's word over God's Word. We can look to our brothers and sisters for an example, but we can not always expect to be where they are at, in their walk, we need to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.

<diligently> yes, and we do

<opentext> Most often what we fail to see here, is that by this introduction, Paul sets the tone in these first threes verses, of that which we have been given; and in the rest of the letter to the Ephesians, tries to give us a clearer insight and description of all that we have received.

<opentext> Matt 6:9-10, 9After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. KJV

<opentext> We have been blessed with ALL spiritual blessings in Christ. They are ours. However, one has to read and understand the instruction book for them to be operated in. God cannot, and will not force them on anyone, they are there to be used. We need to take the time, to sit and listen and learn at Father's feet, how all these blessings can be applied in our lives.

<opentext> Isa 64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. KJV

<opentext> Allowing His Word, His blessings to mold us and conform us to the image of His Son.

<diligently> \o/

<opentext> Isa 1:19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. KJV

<opentext> So today, you have the choice, you have the opportunity, to walk in His blessings, or outside of them.....today you have to make the choice who it is that you will serve.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was thinking about.... And yet, when we hear the Word of God, there are times when we look at it, and think to ourself, this just will not work.... was questioning myself if I have ever thought this, and in essence each time we doubt, we do

<opentext> yes, and when we can recognize this, and bring correction to it, we will grow for myself at times, have spoke the Word, and then sat back and thought....sure hope this works

<at-peace> have done that myself at times too in the past

<opentext> all a part of growing in the Word; gaining confidence and trust in Father

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> yes, we are thankful for His tender loving grace, mercy, and patience :-)

<opentext> if none, then the channel is open for fellowship
