Bible Study Tuesday 14 March, 2000

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning with thanksgiving in our hearts and a willing mind to receive all that you have for us this day.  Father we just thank you that we have Jesus Christ as our perfect example this day on how we are to die to the flesh so that we may walk closer with you in the Spirit.... we are quick to give you all the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus....

<opentext> Ephesians 1:20, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, KJV

<opentext> Many will try to say that Christ never died. Yet, if one studies the scriptures, and hears what the Word says to them, they will begin to see the total and ultimate sacrifice that Jesus Christ did indeed make.  Without Christ being raised from the dead, what hope would there be for us?

<now-faith> none… our faith would be in vain

<helpmate> none <diligently> none <matti-his> none <at-peace> none <shama> none <onewithim> none

<opentext> Rom 14:9, For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. (KJV)

<opentext> The more we are able to see and comprehend the total price paid in and on our behalf, the more one will strive to please Father.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:12-14, Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. (KJV)

<opentext> the wages of sin is death, and since He became sin for us, there also had to be a spiritual death....like Paul says, otherwise our faith is in vain.  The problem is, that most do not know what they believe, or why they believe it. They are so busy imitating that which others are doing, but have no depth or insight themselves.  Each and every believer, must have a working knowledge of God's Word. And this can only happen by the time that one gives God each day, by spending time with Him.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:20-23, But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. (KJV)

<opentext> Christ, the firstfruits; the firstborn from the dead, the firstborn of many brethren. Therefore, if any man be in Christ....he is a new creation...raised up  and seated in heavenly places in Him.... Blessed with all spiritual blessings...are you walking in all that Father had made available to you through His Son?

<matti-his> more and more each day

<helpmate> we try to every day

<diligently> more and more each day we are learning..we have all that Father has made available to us.each day we learn more.

<onewithim> one day at a time

<opentext> Gal 1:1, Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) (KJV)

<opentext> We must remember, how and why we are brought into God's family. That it is not by anything  ourselves, or any man has done, other than our accepting God's terms and plan for salvation. And all this is available, because Christ did rise from the dead.  We all say that we would give or lay down our life. But the truth is, we will seldom give what we possess for anyone else, let alone to lay down our life. We need to keep fresh in our heart and mind, the complete sacrifice that was made in and on our behalf.

<opentext> Gal 2:21, I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> It is not by the Law, it is not by works, it is not by good  looks, or position in the community. It is by grace through faith...it is not of works lest any man should boast.....it is by the ultimate sacrifice that Christ made for us...

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:8-9, Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. (KJV)

<opentext> Preaching the truth, living the truth, can cause a person to be persecuted, cause one to be treated as an evil-doer. We often forget why Paul was in prison...for preaching the truth. Paul would not back down from those that were preaching the traditions and doctrines of man, but rather held fast his profession of faith.

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:3, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (KJV)

<opentext> Have you been aware in the past, that there are so many scriptures that talk about Christ rising again from the dead? So how do all these people deny that Christ died and went to hell, and then raised from the dead?

<helpmate> it is obvious that they do not read their Bible

<diligently> not by Fathers will

<matti-his> they only see the fleshly man Jesus of Nazereth

<shama> because they are not reading and listening to the truth of His Word

<onewithim> the veil is still over their eyes, unbelief

<opentext> all good answers, and all applicable 

<opentext> Rev 1:5, And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, (KJV)

<opentext> The more one is able to see of who they are in Christ, the more they are able to walk in the grace afforded unto them.  The more one is able to recognize all that was done in their behalf, the less apt they are to allow things to slip spiritually in their life.  After all, faith is by hearing, hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ. We must live the Word, not just talk about it.

<opentext> Rom 10:6-7, But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) (KJV)

<opentext> Would any of you be willing to ask Christ to suffer and die again on your behalf?

<helpmate> no <diligently> no <shama> no 

<now-faith> no, His work was complete

<matti-his> no <at-peace> no <onewithim> no

<opentext> Rom 8:11, But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. (KJV) 

<opentext> The work is complete, redemption has been bought with the ultimate price. Now you have the choice to accept it or reject it. You have the choice to use all that Father has made available to you, through the faithful obedience of His Son.

<opentext> Rom 6:8-9, Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. (KJV)

<opentext> Being confident of the work began within us, knowing that God will bring it to completion, if we remain faithful to Him and His Word.

<opentext> Rom 6:4, Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (KJV)

<opentext> Are you walking in newness of life?

<matti-his> yes

<diligently> yes,daily

<helpmate> yes

<now-faith> Yes, we are

<onewithim> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<opentext> Acts 26:23, That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. (KJV)

<opentext> The first to rise from the dead, that He might show the way to any and all that would follow. Or, as Paul said, be a follower of me as i am of Christ.

<opentext> Acts 17:3, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Is this the same Jesus that you know and talk about, Christ the Son of the living God?

<helpmate> yes it is <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <now-faith> yes

<matti-his> yes <onewithim> yes

<opentext> Christ has paid the ultimate price, He has risen from the dead and clearly marked the path for us to follow, will you stay on that path, today?

<matti-his> yes <helpmate> yes <diligently> yes. <onewithim> yes <at-peace> yes <shama> yes <now-faith> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<onewithim> this is some thing the Lord has been showing me lately is he has already won the battle, if there is a battle it is one we created in the flesh, because He said it is complete

<opentext> also, if we want to fight a battle, then we have also left God out of the picture, as we have told Him that we can do a better job than Him, and we all know,or should know, that pride comes before the fall

<onewithim> it is so important to listen all the time without ceasing

<opentext> pray (communicate) with God without ceasing
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