Bible Study Thursday 9 March, 2000

<shama> Father we come before you through Christ Jesus our Lord and thank you for who you are and for all that you do for us...we ask that you would teach us this day and help us to understand more of your Word as we come to you with open hearts to receive all that you have for us....we give you all thanks, honour and glory for these things in Christ Jesus

<opentext> Eph 1:18 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
(KJV)

<opentext> Ps 119:18 18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law. (KJV)

<opentext> The eyes of your understanding....what is it that you seek from God, today? Is it so that people will look at you, or so that people will look at and seek Him?

<diligently> seek Father

<shama> that people would chose to seek Him and all that He is

<at-peace> look at and seek Him

<diligently> Christ Jesus

<his> seek Him through Word

<opentext> John the Baptist in seeking Him said, i must decrease, that He might increase.. so the more that i am to understand Him, the more my flesh has to decrease. The more of the flesh that falls off, the clearer one is able to see within the Word. They that are in the flesh, cannot please God; therefore their understanding is darkened.

<opentext> Isa 6:9-10  9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:14-16  14
But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.
 15
But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 6:22-23  22
The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! (KJV)

<opentext> There is but one way for our understanding to be enlightened. He is the way, the truth and the life.  And those that worship the Father, must worship Him in Spirit, and in truth.

<opentext> I Jn 1:7  7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (KJV)

<opentext> This is why we must learn to walk in the Spirit... so that we eliminate the stumblings of the flesh.  The eyes of "your" understanding...being enlightened...growing in grace...growing in knowledge of Him who created you.

<opentext> John 12:35-36 35
Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.  36
While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. (KJV)

<opentext> Do you always walk in the light?

<shama> have not always

<diligently> no, not always.we make many mistakes… we have made many in the past

<his> not always

<helpmate> not always...but that is our goal

<opentext> Rom 13:12-14 12
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 13
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
 (KJV)

<opentext> If we please the flesh, our spirit man will suffer the consequences. Yet, we will still return to operating in the flesh. Why is that?

<at-peace> not keeping our mind renewed in the Word 

<shama> when we neglect the Word, then our flesh rises up, when we are in the Word our flesh decreases

<his> about 36 years of living in darkness

<diligently> we dont know why.we have done it for so long.Fathers ways are different and we are doing things His way now.

<helpmate> much study....study to show.....work out own....keep mind renewed.........it is work to keep on the right path....and easy to sit back and do nothing

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:14 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  (KJV)

<opentext> The flesh seeks out it's own agenda; it is self-serving; self-pleasing. The flesh runs towards darkness, the spirit man towards the light.  We have to choose each day, each moment, whom it is that we will serve; whom it is that we seek to please. Often times, people think that because they started the day out with prayer, that they are immune from attacks the rest of the day… Have you ever thought that?

<shama> yes

<diligently> yes..many many years ago..  :-)

<his> some time ago

<opentext> Pray without ceasing; rejoice always....be instant in season and out of season. The eyes of your understanding.....being...present tense...actively pursued...being enlightened… at all times, seeking a closer relationship with Father through Jesus Christ… study, to show thyself approved unto God. Yet, how many study for man's approval?

<his> it quickly leads one  astray

<helpmate> most

<diligently> all of the world does. that is what the world teaches.

<shama> most, because they can fool man

<at-peace> wide is the gate and broad is the path that leads to destruction

<opentext> it is only as one studies for Father's approval, that one may know the hope of His calling.  Most of the time, we hear what man's hope is; we hear what man's desires are....but we must hear the hope of His calling, and this will keep our hearts desires in line with His Word.

<opentext> What is it that you desire from His Word, today?

<diligently> all of Father all He has for me..all He has for us too, today.

<helpmate> ALL  that He has for me....nothing less

<at-peace> that which will enable me to grow in my relationship with Father through Jesus Christ

<shama> to be continually set free and to grow up in Him

<his> more understanding of my inheritance and all that means..should say "our" inheritance

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34  33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> the world teaches everything wrong..we are learning daily..that Fathers ways are so different then the worlds..we are learning why Father has every thing in order..line upon line..Fathers ways are so important  for us. Father has His way of even the ever simple simple things.

<opentext> Isa 55:8-9  8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV)

<diligently> yes  PYF

<opentext> Ps 61:2  2
From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.  (KJV)

<diligently> yes..Father is so good

<opentext> Ps 25:10  10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.
 (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments from todays study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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