Bible Study Tuesday February 29, 2000

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this time of fellowship in your Word...we ask that you would open up and reveal all that you have to keep us and sustain us through this day in Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Eph 1:11-12, In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted​ in Christ​. (KJV)

<opentext> By grace, through faith are you saved. By first trusting in Christ, and what was accomplished in and through His ultimate sacrifice. We first trust in Christ, but do we continue in it? 

<diligently> yes,that is what Father asks of us,and we do.we want to.

<his> when keep focus

<shama> yes we should,..... but sometimes have allowed it to slip, by doubting

<diligently> we do make mistakes along the way

<opentext> definition for **first trusted**...4276  proelpizo (pro-el-pid'-zo); from 4253 and 1679; to hope in advance of other confirmation: KJV-- first trust.

<opentext> Only those who hold fast till the end, receive the prize. It is not enough to start the walk, but we must follow through, and bring it to completion. 

<opentext> (1 Cor 4:1-2, Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.(KJV)). 

<opentext> The more that we trust in Christ, the more that Father will trust us with.  To whom much is given, much is expected. Only those that worked till the end of the day in the vineyard were recompensed. Is it easy to keep working to please Father for something that our physical man cannot see or comprehend?

<his> no

<diligently> no it is not at times.it is very rewarding.

<shama> not always, unless we are always walking by faith not by sight

<at-peace> not always easy, yet the desire of my heart is to continue and to please Him

<opentext> That is why we need to continue in the faith; and remain grounded and settled in the truth. Studying each day for Father's approval, not that of any man. As we look at the Word, and hear that which it says to us, we then have to learn to trust His Word more then, each day as we grow; and know that all of His promises are true.

<opentext> John 14:1-2, Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. (KJV)

<opentext> When do we have the hardest time hearing and believing? When we have failed to continue in His Word. When we listen to man's ideas and doctrines instead of the Word. We first trust in Christ, and then we have to grow up into Him. Allowing the Word to mold us into that person that Father wants us to be. Will you hold fast till the end, to receive that which he has prepared for you?  

<shama> yes <diligently> yes <helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes

<opentext> James 1:18, Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. (KJV)

<opentext> It is the truth that sets us free, and keeps us free, if....we continue in it. Something so simple, and yet so hard at times for the flesh. How many things would our flesh rather be doing, than studying the Word?

<diligently> right now..that is what our heart and flesh do want to be doing.

<his> that would take a while to count........many

<shama> our flesh likes to please itself.... but our spirit craves for the living Word

<diligently> 30 minutes ago..we did want to keep sleeping  :-)

<at-peace> alot more, that is why we need to learn to keep it in subjection to the Word... if we give it an inch it would take a mile if we allow

<at-peace> so to speak that is

<opentext> Growing up into Him, in all things..developing a discipline, that allows us to continue in and on that strait and narrow path, that few find.  Of  His own will, that is, the will of Father. To be delivered from our sin, and the evil of this present world. Choosing to remain subject to the power of God, rather then bowing to the power of this world. (Gal 1:3-4).  When we stray or error, how often do you consider it, bowing to a strange god?

<diligently> never have we.

<shama> havent thought of it like that

<at-peace> never thought of it that way, but would be the same if we follow a strangers voice, and not that of the Lord

<his> have but not every time

<opentext> Any time that we succumb to a power other than that of God, Christ, we have bowed or submitted to that power. We have said that it is greater than the power of God. It is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. It is not complicated. If, we go to Him as a child, it is quite easy. The key though, is to go to Him as a child....not as one with all the answers. Not as the savior.

<opentext> Yet, how often do we try to tell God how we think that His will should work, or operate? 

<diligently> we have  :-( in a round about way.not realizing that that was what we were doing.

<his> when i try to share something at the wrong time

<shama> yes we have in the past...our flesh can think that it knows what we have need of!

<opentext> Matt 6:9  9
After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  (KJV)

<opentext> We must remember as the Lord says here, to be in agreement with Christ, that He is **our** Father, and remember that He is in heaven, and we are here on earth.

<opentext> Matt 6:10  10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
(KJV)

<opentext> The kingdom of God lies within you. This is the will of God; by delivering us from our sins, and the evil of this present world.

<opentext> Matt 6:11-12 11 Give us this day our daily bread.  12
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  (KJV)

<opentext> As we seek God for that which He knows that we have need of for this day, it is then that we will walk and operate as He wants us to, with the same mercy and compassion as He had for us, when we first trusted in Christ.

<opentext> Matt 6:13 13
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> the devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy....by trusting in and continuing with Christ, we are able to have abundant life.

<opentext> Eph 1:11, All things are done according to God's plan and decision; and God chose us to be his own people in union with Christ because of his own purpose, based on what he had decided from the very beginning. (TEV)

<opentext> We must remember, that it is according to God's plan...and this is why we first trusted in Christ; for we had already tried it our way, and failed most miserably.  It can only happen and continue to happen, as we trust and maintain our union in and with Christ.  Thank God, for His seeing what we needed, and then providing it for us, for those who will hear and believe.

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:20-21, Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you (for God so loved **you**, that He gave His Son), Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. (KJV)

<opentext> Though we have stumbled in the past, will you allow your trust to be in Christ, this day?

<helpmate> yes

<shama> absolutely

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes we will PYF

<his> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> "and lead us not into temptation"..have never understood why that's in there..Father never tempts anyone..so why ask Him not to do it ?

<opentext> that is exactly why it is there....so that we do not assume or presume that He would do that....for we know that many people do blame God for that which the devil does....as we ourselves did in the past… we must be mindful, that God cannot be tempted with evil, and that He does not tempt any man with evil either...

<opentext> Matthew 6:13  PP1 
1st. A simple evil thought.
2ndly. A strong imagination, or impression made on the imagination, by the thing to which we are tempted.
3rdly. Delight in viewing it.
4thly. Consent of the will to perform it.
Thus, lust is conceived, sin is finished, and death brought forth, <James 1:15>.
(from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> God has the good and perfect gift for us...Christ, the Son given....

<opentext> that help graeme?

<his> yes thanks..asking Him to give us what we need to avoid giving in to temptation

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> we just wanted to share,that we love the bible verse John 14:1,2 and when in the part.about Father wanting to mold us into the person He wants us to be,,well Father let us know this is why it is so important that we learn to be still..so He can do this with me. :-)

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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