Bible Study Monday December 6, 1999

<shama> thank you Father for this time  in your Word, we pray that we will

hear all that you would have to say to us this day and that we would do

all that you ask of us, through your strength. Thank you for all that you do

for us, we ask these things in your Son's name Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 1:1-2, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,

to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus

Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> for the next day or two, we are going to take a quick over-view

of the Ephesians, to give us a bit more understanding of the people and

how and why Father had Paul address them

<opentext> EPHESUS: (ef'-e-sus) (Ephesos, "desirable"): A city of the

Roman province of Asia, near the mouth of the Cayster river, 3 miles from the

western coast of Asia Minor, and opposite the island of Samos. With an

artificial harbor accessible to the largest ships, and rivaling the harbor

at Miletus, standing at the entrance of the valley which reaches far into

the interior of Asia Minor, and connected by highways with the chief

cities of the province, Ephesus was the most easily accessible city in Asia, both

by land and sea. Its location, therefore, favored its religious, political

and commercial development, and presented a most advantageous field for

the missionary labors of Paul.The city stood upon the sloping sides and at the

base of two hills, Prion and Coressus, commanding a beautiful view; its

climate was exceptionally fine, and the soil of the valley was unusually

fertile. (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic

Database Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> EPHESIANS (e-fe'-zhan) (Ephesios), (e-fe'-zhanz): A term which,

as in <Acts 19:28,34-35and <21:29, was applied to those natives or

residents of the city of Ephesus who were adherents of the cult of the

goddess Diana. .  A Jew or a Christian, though a native of Ephesus, would

probably have been designated as such, rather than as an Ephesian. (from

International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright

(C) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> Diana <Acts 19:24,27-28,34-35, in Roman mythology, was the

goddess of the moon, hunting, wild animals, and virginity. Diana is the

same as the Greek goddess Artemis (RSV, NIV, NASB), virgin goddess of the hunt

and the moon. When Paul preached in Ephesus, the Ephesians were in an

uproar because the gospel threatened to destroy the profit of the artisans who

crafted silver shrines of Diana. (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible

Dictionary) (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

<opentext> History. Ephesus was an ancient city when Paul arrived. By the

middle of the second millennium B.C., settlers of Asiatic origin inhabited

the site. During the eleventh century B.C., Athenians arrived and

gradually assimilated the older population. . After varying periods of independence

and absorption into neighboring empires, Ephesus came into the Roman

Empire in 133 B.C. as part of the province of Asia. . Though suffering terribly

during the civil wars of the first century B.C., Ephesus enjoyed great

prosperity under Rome during the first and second centuries A.D., when the

city must have had a population of about a half million. . Here the Roman

governor resided, and here Paul conducted the longest of his city

ministries (two years and nine months, <Acts 19:8,10). The city's importance lay in

its political prominence, its economic clout derived from its position on

major trade routes, and its religious leadership as a center for the

worship of Diana, or Artemis.. By the middle of the third century signs of decay

appeared in the city, and in 263 Goths raided Ephesus and dealt it a blow

from which it never recovered. .  By the tenth century the prosperous city

of Roman times was completely deserted and invaded by marshes. (from New

Unger's Bible Dictionary) (originally published by Moody Press of Chicago,

Illinois.  Copyright (C) 1988.)

<opentext> Religion. The Ephesians worshiped the Asiatic goddess Artemis,

or Diana (see Gods, False), whose temple, one of the seven wonders of the

world, made the city famous. . After the temple was destroyed by fire (356

B.C.), it was immediately rebuilt. It is said that some of the magnificent

columns are incorporated into the Church of St. Sophia. . There were many

Jews in the city who were more or less influenced by Christianity <Acts

2:9; 6:9. Timothy was the bishop of the church founded by Paul. To this church

Paul addressed one of his epistles.  According to Eusebius John spent his

last years in Ephesus. John opposed the doctrines of Nestorius, and Paul

opposed the idolatry of those who made or worshiped shrines or practiced

magic <19:13. His opposition resulted in a serious riot. (from New

Unger's Bible Dictionary) (originally published by Moody Press of Chicago,

Illinois.  Copyright (C) 1988.)

<opentext> one thing i think often overlooked, as we look at the early

Church, is the fact that when it was presented in these places, it often

caused an uproar...as well as many hardships for those delivering the

message... so often we often think that we should be received with open

arms and a hero's welcome when we present the Good News of Jesus Christ...

<opentext> Rev 2:1-5, Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These

things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who

walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know thy works, and thy

labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil:

and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and

hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's

sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless I have somewhat against

thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from

whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come

unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place,

except thou repent. (KJV)

<opentext> we often times forget the demise Ephesus had fallen to, just a

few decades after Paul had ministered there....

<opentext> In many points of view the Epistle to the Ephesians presents a

variety of difficulties.  A learned man calls it "the most inartificial

piece of composition in the universe". This is not correct if it is

intended to convey a censure on the composition itself; for the subject (which is a

vindication of the providence and mercy of God, in admitting the Gentiles

into his church, and forming one flock of them and the converted Jews,.

giving them the same privileges which his peculiar people had enjoyed

almost exclusively for 2,000 years) has led the apostle to make such a variety of

references to the Mosaic economy and its peculiarities, as, without this

consideration, will make many parts of the letter seem obscure to most

readers;. and this obscurity may be very improperly laid to the charge of

inartificial composition: good judges, however, have allowed it to be one

of the most sublime compositions of the kind that ever came from the pen of

man.  This was the opinion of Grotius. (Adam Clarke)

<opentext> [To the saints which are at Ephesus] As some learned men think

that this letter was written to the church of the Laodiceans, and that the

words en  (grk 1722) Ephesoo  (grk 2181), in Ephesus, were not originally

in this letter,..  the consideration of the subject has appeared to be more

proper for the preface; and to that the reader is referred for a

particular discussion of this opinion.. By the term saints we are to understand those

who in that place professed Christianity, and were members of the

Christian church. Saint properly signifies a holy person, and such the Gospel of

Christ requires every man to be, and such every true believer is, both in

heart and life;. but saint appears to have been as ordinary a denomination

of a believer in Christ in those primitive times, as the term Christian is

now. Yet many had the name who had not the thing. (from Adam Clarke

Commentary)

<opentext> Just as today, many claim the title of Christian, but do not

have the walk to coincide with their talk.

<opentext> Paul arrived in Rome, under guard, after his shipwreck at

Malta, in March, 61 A.D., in the seventh year of the reign of Nero.  He was

Placed in charge of the Praetorian Guard, the members of which relieved each

Other in his custody, each soldier being chained to his hand. This interruption

Of his missionary labors was a blessing in disguise.Twenty years of

Exhausting toil had brought the necessity for rest and meditation. The two years of

confinement in Caesarea afforded the apostle the leisure for sinking his

thought deeper into the mystery of the Gospel.. The effect is apparent in

the epistles from his Roman prison. Nothing in these, indeed, contradicts

his previous writings; the fundamental themes of the earlier epistles

recur, and Philippians in particular exhibits marked parallels with Romans. In

everything, Christ is central. (from Vincent's Word Studies of the New

Testament)

<opentext> it is helpful if we have an understanding of who the epistles

were written to, but we also have to keep in mind, that is relevant to

every place and time period, since Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,

and forever.  Even in today's world, we find much of the same thoughts and

ideas used in the world of commerce....much of the world economy and trades are

built around what the people believe...or do not believe...Often times

people think or say, that they are sure glad that they are not like those

people back then, but the truth be known, as an overview, times are not

any better...as we have the same types of temples and stages built and

maintained to satisfy that which the people want to worship.  For the most

part, don't we think that we as a whole, are so much better off today with

all of our luxuries and conveniences?

<helpmate> yes

<his> used  to

<diligently> yes

<shama> yes

<at-peace> yes it appears that way in the physical

<opentext> And just as we saw in the news of what happened in Seattle this

past week, it does not take much to ignite a riot.....with each side

finding words to justify their cause

<opentext> Rom 2:14-15 14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law,

do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are

a law unto themselves:  15 Which shew the work of the law written in their

hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean

while accusing or else excusing one another;) (KJV)

<opentext> The more that we can learn and understand of who we are in

Christ, and our relationship with Father through Him, the more that we

Will be able to maintain our stand in Jesus Christ.

<opentext> any questions from today?

<at-peace> o/  <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> According to Eusebius John spent his last years in Ephesus.

John opposed the doctrines of Nestorius,.... was does Nestorius mean?

<opentext> guess you can do a little studying tonight

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> i hope that gave you all some insights today

