Bible Study for Thursday September 16, 1999

<shama> Father we thank you for all that you do for us, for all of your blessings. We ask that you would cause us to be attentive to your words this day, so that we don't miss anything that you have already prepared for us in your Word. Thank you for giving us this time to feast at your table and we give you the glory and praise through Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> graeme found a web site yesterday, that had some information on Adam Clarke...and want to share that with you briefly….. 
Adam Clarke (?1760-1832) was the most influential British Methodist in the generation after Wesley. He was born in Northern Ireland, the son of a Church of Ireland minister, and was converted under Methodist influence in 1778. Clarke began preaching in 1782 and joined the Wesleyan itinerancy later that year. A preacher of great ability, Clarke served an unprecedented three terms as President of the Wesleyan Conference, and did much to hold the Connexion together during the troubled years that followed John Wesley's death... He was also one of the greatest scholars of his age despite his lack of a university education. He was fluent in at least twenty languages and among his publications were the revised edition of Rymer's Foedera of the Public Records, and his famous Commentary on the Bible which is still in print. Clarke's writings were particularly influential in the development of the doctrine of sanctification in the American Holiness movement. 
<opentext> today is also Q & A day 


<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> this is on Sept 7th's bible study.. in one of the commentaries......Laodicea was poor in spirituals, wretchedly and miserably poor, and yet rich in spirit, so well increased with goods, as to have need of nothing, <Rev. 3:17>. On the other hand, Paul was rich in spirituals, excelling most in gifts and graces, and yet poor in spirit..... could you please explain this a little more? 
<opentext> the Laodiceans, by having much in the physical realm, (material possessions) assumed that this showed how much God had blessed them, though sadly mistaken, as Paul was much as our Lord....with no particular place to lay his head.....material things, cannot buy favor with God, we need to present ourself to God, a living sacrifice...spiritually alive 
<at-peace> so does it mean when they say that the Laodiceans were poor in spirituals, would that mean the same as that they did not allow the Word to be a working knowledge of the Word of God in their life? kind of like being a hearer only, and not a doer? 

<opentext> Rev 3:17 You say, I am rich, and have wealth stored up, and I stand in need of nothing; and you do not know that if there is a wretched creature it is *you* --pitiable, poor, blind, naked. Therefore I counsel you to buy of Me gold refined in the fire that you may become rich, and white robes to put on, so as to hide your shameful nakedness, and eye-salve to anoint your eyes with, so that you may be able to see.(Weymouth) 

<opentext> Ps 12:6-7 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. (KJV) 

<opentext> yes...for it is His Word that gives life...not anything that we are able to do of ourself, or by ourself 
<at-peace> okay, thanks.. we have a better understanding of what is meant by poor/rich in spirituals and poor/rich in spirit.. that is what i was not hearing clearly 


<shama> o/  <opentext> yes steph 
<shama> have never quite understood why the difference between, speaking against the Son of man and speaking against the Holy Spirit, such as in this verse...... 

<shama> Matt 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come. (KJV) 

<opentext> people can say what they want about Jesus of Nazareth....but to deny the work of Christ, that He died for all sins...and especially the one a person may be guilty of....what other recourse is available to them? 
<shama> so speaking against the Holy Spirit, means denying that Christ died for their sins? 
<opentext> to deny the work of Christ, is to deny the work of the Godhead in and for salvation... 

<opentext> John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV) 

<opentext> how can we learn of Christ and what He did indeed accomplish...if we will not listen to the instruction of the Holy Ghost 
<shama> we couldn't 
<opentext> to deny one part of the Godhead, is to deny it all, as they always work in total agreement with one another 

<opentext> I Jn 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (KJV) 

<shama> ahh ok, but Father will forgive those that speak against the Son of man 
<opentext> Saul of Tarsus spoke against the Son of man, but then asked for forgiveness of his ignorance 
<shama> ok 
<opentext> as for how i see it, any sin that could lead to death, and we will not accept forgiveness for...it is unpardonable....because we have denied God's plan and work for our redemption 
<shama> yes 
<opentext> that help steph? 
<shama> yes, very much thank you 
<opentext> any other questions? 

<opentext> while you are thinking....want to share a few things on what we have been covering the last few weeks…in Col 3:1-4...we are to set our affections on the things above, where Christ sits at the right hand of God....to be seated in heavenly places in Him.....our heart has to be undivided towards God, with nothing here more important than our salvation….this is what Matt 5:3-12 shows us, as well as talks about…however, in verses 3-10...in Matt 5, one needs to notice, that in these verses the Lord talks in the third person...blessed are they....and in verses 11 & 12.....He addresses His disciples directly… and so, we see the importance of setting all our affections on above...loving God with all of our being 

<opentext> Col 3:1-3 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (KJV) 

<opentext> we should all remember, that a house divided...cannot stand 

<opentext> any more questions? 


<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> would like to share something Father shared with me.. 
<opentext> sure 
<at-peace> if you all get an opportunity to read Isa 35, it is beautiful... vs 8-9 talks of the straight and narrow path 

<at-peace> Isa 35:8-9 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: (KJV) 
<diligently> \o/ 
<opentext> unclean flesh will not be able to pass through His Gate of righteousness 

<opentext> Ps 118:19-20 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD: This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter. (KJV) 

<opentext> John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV) 

<his> o/  <opentext> yes graeme 

<his> Isa 26:2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. (KJV) 
<his> no question :-) 
<opentext> one Lord...one faith, one God and Father of all....His kingdom come 
 


<shama> o/ <opentext> yes steph 
<shama> what is meant by wayfaring men? 
<opentext> in Isa 33:8 it talks about those that have transgressed...i think of those that are wandering from sea to sea...but are not able to find the Word of the Lord 
<shama> oh ok 
<at-peace> the word men was not in the original Hebrew text 

