Bible Study for 5 August, 1999


<renewed> Father we thank you that this day, we can come to your banqueting table and partake of all the spiritual food you have for us. We pray that as we open our hearts and have ears to hear, that we will be nourished by that which we have need of, and we give you all the praise honor and glory through Jesus Christ. 

<opentext> today is Q & A day 

<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> in Col 2:15... please explaine more on what it means in that verse "he made a show of them openly" 
<opentext> well...stop and think about it for a moment, Christ was in hell for 3 days and 3 nights, as the Bible said He would be in the belly of the earth for 3 days and 3 nights as was Jonah, and for this time, the devil and his follower had thought that they had won...what could be more of making a show of an enemy that thought that they had won, then that kind of display? 
<at-peace> nothing 
<opentext> that help charlene? 
<at-peace> yes, thank you :-) 


<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> We were looking at Col 2:8 ... philosophy and vain deceits, we understand philosophy is something like evolution where knowledgeable men try and pass something off as being fact, when it isn't ... but we aren't sure about vain deceits ... what is exactly meant there? 
<opentext> well....we know that vain means empty...so that part is easy. deceits means delusions... trickery..... so empty deceptions.....anything other than with Christ would be an empty delusion, as there would be no power. people praying to angels or saints...would be a vain deceit, as the Bible clearly tells us that we are to ask the Father through Jesus Christ whom He sent. also note, that it says vain deceits after the tradition of men, and not after the fact of the Word of God. 

<opentext> Rom 3:3-4 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV) 

<opentext> that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes, we were wondering if something like communism, where they start with a basic principle of everyone needing food, water, clothing, etc. would be considered a vain deceit? twisting the natural to serve someone else's purpose 
<opentext> anything other than it being based in and on the Word of God would be a vain deceit.... after the traditions of man....His Word is truth, everything else is a lie, and one day soon, all the world will know that for fact 
<renewed> okay, thanks :-)) 


<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> so, each time we gain a victory in Christ in an area of our life, we are making an open show of the defeat of satan and his workers? 
<opentext> yes...every time we accept God's knowledge in an area, and accept the victory afforded to us in and through Christ Jesus, we are allowing Christ to again manifest as well as remind the devil that he has been defeated, that he has been judged 

<opentext> John 16:7-11 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. (KJV) 

<opentext> that help charlene? 
<at-peace> oh yes, muchly :-) 


<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> was also studying col 2:8 and was thinking if this ties to verse 4, man's enticing words, man's ideas, anything contrary to the truth? 
<opentext> yes, as Paul is carrying over a complete thought within these verses...as well as addressing the problems with the church at Colossae 
<shama> and verses 2 & 3 set the precedent, if we hold those verses true then we wont get led away by man's ideas and lies? 
<opentext> man uses enticing words, with empty promises to try to get people to follow them.... and 
anything other than the Word of God, are empty promises, the are empty delusions of man's thought, as Christ is the wisdom and power of God, and without Him, they are merely empty words, they are empty thoughts that can only lead to death 
<opentext> that help steph? 
<shama> yes thankyou :-) 


<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> We noticed in Col 2:9&10 that when confronted with evil teaching, instead of pointing 
out what was wrong with the teaching, Paul instead reminds them of the truth of the Word .... often we are tempted to point out what is wrong with people instead of pointing them to the truth? 
<opentext> it is the truth that sets us free, not discussing the lie...... all too often people study the lies, rather then the truth, and all this does is to lead one to doubt and speculation....this is why we continue in the Word....for only then will we learn to recognize His voice, and not follow that of a stranger. being the example of the believer....one who believes and follows Christ 

<opentext>1 Tim 4:12-13 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV) 

<opentext> that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes thanks. realizing again, it not that we haven't received all we have need of, it's understanding what we have received 
<opentext> yes 


<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes Graeme 
<his> would trying to figure out what went wrong be the same thing as studying lies... keeping focus distracted from Word? 
<opentext> well, let us rightly divide this.... we have to recognize where we erred, as we need to confess the transgression against God.... however, Father when He chastens us, informs us of how and where we transgressed against Him... so it is really not a matter of studying or looking for it, but hearing Father's counsel, and then correcting it in and through the Word. 
<opentext> that help Graeme? 
<his> yes, appreciated 


<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes Graeme 
<his> been chewing today on what studying for Father's approval really means... is it right to say 
that we study the Word so that we are able to hear Him clearly..? how do we overcome our head knowledge when it's full of verse upon verse? 
<opentext> yes, we study the Word, to put ourself in agreement with God, rather then to place 
ourself as an adversary. we overcome head knowledge, by having the peace of God first in our heart which will then bring the mind in subjection to the rule of God within our heart (Phil 4:6-7). no different then the teaching that 3 wise men were at the manger.... we need to see the truth in the Word, which will then bring correction to the mind, and restore Father's peace there. when we defend that teaching.... then we are trying to refute God's Word, and cause the lie to rule instead of the truth and to go against God and His Word, is not a wise thing to do. 
<opentext> that help Graeme? 
<his> so easily lost sight of..........appreciated brother :-) 


<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 

<shama> Rom 1:18-19 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. (KJV) 

<shama> could you please explain how we hold the truth in unrighteousness.... does it mean twisiting the truth to make man's doctrines? 
<opentext> well, not only that, but anything within the redemption, that we would attribute to anyone or anything other than Christ Jesus. anything that is not of the righteousness of Christ... is antichrist... as He is our righteousness 
<shama> so you mean,anything that contradicts Christ, the truth ? 
<opentext> yes 
<shama> ok thank you :-) 
<opentext> not what i mean...that which the Word clearly states 
<shama> yes 

<opentext> very good questions this morning 

<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we were just looking a Col 2:17 ... and realizing shadows of things to come ... if we 
 place more value of the shadow (rituals) then we miss particpating in the reality of Christ ... and from there understanding that rituals could become anything ... even coming to these studies every morning if our heart is not open to receive? 
<opentext> yes...it is the truth of His word that sets us free, and that we have to receive...not just 
 hear..... 

<opentext> Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: (KJV) 

<opentext> we have to receive it, for it to be of any value to us 
<opentext> does that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes it does thanks ... up to this point we had been seeing rituals as being repetitve 
 things with no meaning, but anything can become that 
<opentext> yes 


<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> would most rituals, as cheryl speaks of, be for the purpose of being seen by men? 

<opentext> Matt 6:2-6 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly

. (KJV) 

<opentext> the Word explains it quite well in those verses 
<now-faith> wow yes and we didn't see how we can get caught up in that 
<opentext> when we come to study, we should come with the same anticipation, as when cheryl 
 went to the mongolian grill the other night, she was ready for a feast, and that is what our spirit 
 man should be expecting when we come to Father's dinner table 
<renewed> :-)) 
<shama> :-) 
<now-faith> yes! 
<opentext> when i am getting ready for study, i get larry out of the way, so that the truth of Father's 
 Word will come forth, so as to minister His grace and mercy to the hearer...not that which i think 
 they might need 
<now-faith> or even coming into the channel for any other purpose than that which Father asks of us, His work and to be built up and share with the brethren the bread of life 
<opentext> yes, we sometimes for get His purpose for the channel, and use it as a bless us 
 club, rather then looking and listening for the **one more** 
<now-faith> not sure what is meant by a bless us club 
<opentext> we get so busy in our own talk and thoughts, that we ignore finding out what each person comes in for .... as well as patting ourselves on the back and telling ourself what a good job we have done 
<now-faith> oooh ok, thank you 
<opentext> michie, do you recall how you used to get me to talk when you first met me? 
<now-faith> yes, ask questions about the Word 
<opentext> :-) 
<now-faith> otherwise you sat there painfully quiet! 
<opentext> it was not painful for me 
<now-faith> lol no, was painful on the flesh for us 
<opentext> any more questions this morning? 


<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we were just thinking that when we allow the Word to become a ritual, it becomes dull 
and boring ... then we fall into lonliness, despair, etc. and look once again to the world for something to stimulate us? 
<opentext> a new fad...or new revelation....something that will appease the flesh 
<renewed> not allowing ourself to become mechanical worshippers 

<opentext> Gal 3:3-4 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. (KJV) 

<opentext> that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes it does thanks, we are hearing it's whether we choose to come with an expectant 
 heart or not 
<opentext> yes 

<opentext> greg will be running the office while we are on Father's business...be gentle on him 
<now-faith> :-) 
<renewed> :-)) 
<help-dil> diligently........:-))) 
<shama> :-) 
<ready-fish> :-) 


<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes Graeme 
<his> hearing Gal 3:3-4 that we can begin the day in Spirit full of good intentions and allow ourselves to be dragged into flesh in a few hours 

<opentext> Gal 3:5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?(KJV) 

<opentext> it is when we allow the Word to slip, or take the back seat to other thoughts... is when we enter into the flesh realm. walk in the Spirit... and one will not be drug away captive by the works of the flesh. 
<opentext> that help Graeme 
<his> yes, much 

<opentext> any other questions, otherwise we will open the channel for fellowship 

