Bible Study for 1 July 1999

<mizpah> Father, we thank you for this day for the opportunity to join together in fellowship to learn of you. We ask you this day for our daily bread, and give you all the thank, honor and glory in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ 

today is question and answer day! 
<opentext> first ? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<opentext> i was just going to say, maybe i should ask questions 
<renewed> We were looking at Colossians 1:20 and the words "reconcile all things". could you explain a little further what that means? 
<opentext> Col 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. (KJV) 

<opentext> definition for reconcile 
604 apokatallasso- 
1) to reconcile completely 
2) to reconcile back again, to bring back a former state of harmony 

<opentext> Jesus Christ paid the FULL price. all sin, all transgression has been dealt with, we only need to accept it, and walk in it. the only sin for us after salvation, is NOT accepting His forgiveness. this is where the blaspheme comes in 
<opentext> that help cheryl 
<renewed> yes, guess we were thinking about the bringing back to a former state of harmony, but that is only for those who will accept Him, right? 
<opentext> have to be born anew, to see the kingdom of God, it is there for all, but must be born anew to see it 
<renewed> ok, thanks :-) 

<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> so it means whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. He is speaking of the physical and spiritual that has been reconciled? 
<opentext> the FULL price has been paid. it is will we learn of Him, that we may walk in the fulness of Him, and His resurrection. in the spiritual, it is all accomplished. 
<opentext> does that help charlene 
<at-peace> yes, thanks 

<ready-fish> o/ 
<opentext> yes greg 
<ready-fish> so when that verse refers to things in heaven and earth, would that mean that once we have accepted salvation, we are then translated and seated in heavenly places ? 
<opentext> no, what it means, is that it is made available for us to be seated there, it is still our choice of whether or not we will accept all that He has made available to us, whether we will study the Word to see what all that we have inherited, and then accept it for ourself, that we may walk in the completeness given us through Him. most want to assume that they only need salvation, and then it is all done, the Word says very specifically, that we must CONTINUE in the Word, we have to be grounded and settled and not moved away from the hope of the gospel 

<opentext> James 4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. (KJV) 

<opentext> that help greg 
<ready-fish> yes, ok, it is a free gift made available to those that accept it, and choose to walk in His grace, thank you 

<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
 <now-faith> col 1:24, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake.  what does this mean? 

<opentext> Col 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: (KJV) 

<opentext> how many of us keep looking at what we have been through within our walk? we become so caught up in what has happened, that we are no longer focused in and on the strait and narrow path yet before us. it is learning to set aside all that has happened in our walk, and stay focused in and on the mark of the prize that is yet before us. 
<now-faith> the part "fill up that which is behind" am not hearing that clearly; do you mean that those things that are behind are forgotten and therefore filled up with His grace? 
<opentext> if we always talk about what has happened, we are living in and on testimonies, rather then feeding our spirit man with the Word. it is now faith, not yesterday faith 

<opentext> Phil 3:13-14 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV) 

<opentext> that help michie? 
<now-faith> yes thank you 

<truthseeke> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<truthseeke> is our salvation then a journey rather than a destination? 
<opentext> yes. a pilgrimage, and today is our next place we are at, as we journey home 
<truthseeke> thanks 
<opentext> very good question leonard, as many think they have reached their destination, and thus quit walking in now faith, they rest on what they have received, rather then learning of all they are in Christ 

<mizpah> o/ 
<opentext> yes miz 
<mizpah> so, just as with the armor of God, (Christ) we choose daily whether or not we will stay seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus? 
<opentext> yes. it is a decision and choice that we make each and every day, in our journey. Father has all that we have need of, to continue on through this day, or step of our journey, to stay on that strait and narrow path. when Paul reached the end of the journey, he said that he fought the good fight, not a series of fights. that help miz 
<mizpah> yes, it sure did. thanks 
<opentext> wow. no more ?'s 

<at-peace> o/ 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<opentext> and then michie 
<at-peace> we were studying a bit Heb 11:1 about now faith. we looked up the word substance it meant foundation, confidence, and assurance of things that we already have in Christ, and the evidence (proof) of things not seen (by the physical eyes) but that what we see is in the Spirit. would this be a good understanding of this verse or is there more? 
<opentext> lol. Well, there is always more, but that is a very good start. you are headed in the right direction, sis 
<at-peace> okay, thanks we did not want to go off in the wrong direction :-) 

<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> we were hearing that when we try to reason and rationalize why ppl persecute us, we then get into thoughts of "if i would tell them this or if i would tell them that" perhaps they would understand, or "i will do this or that next time" and we get into thoughts giving way to imaginations, and those thoughts and imaginations exalt themselves against the knowledge of God. 
<opentext> that is one of the ways that we can yes, because we have brought our self's down to the place of reasoning and rationalizing in the flesh, and thus we are now operating in and off the flesh, and we know, or should know, that those that are in the flesh CANNOT please God 
<now-faith> Is this where we leave our seat in heavenly places in Christ and then try to bring God down to that level too? 
<opentext> well, we can try, but God is not leaving His habitation 
<now-faith> so that is why when we allow thoughts to give way to imaginations we are drawn into sin? 

<opentext> James 1:13-16 Let no one say when passing through trial, "My temptation is from God;" for God is incapable of being tempted to do evil, and He Himself tempts no one. But when a man is tempted, it is his own passions that carry him away and serve as a bait. Then the passion conceives, and becomes the parent of sin; and sin, when fully matured, gives birth to death. Do not be deceived, my dearly-loved brethren.(weymouth) 

<now-faith> yes, that is the verses we were hearing 
<opentext> that help michie? 
<now-faith> very much, this thing just keeps opening up more and more! 
<opentext> as we seek, it always will 
<now-faith> :-)) 

<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we have been meditating here on all that salvation means and what we are hearing is that it is a perfect work, as we are complete in Him, and that it is a process, of learning who we are in Christ, and then progress comes as our eyes of understanding are enlightened to that. would that be accurate? 

<opentext> Rom 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (KJV) 

<opentext> definition of salvation 
4991 soteria- 
1) deliverance, preservation, safety, salvation 
a) deliverance from the molestation of enemies 
b) in an ethical sense, what concludes to the souls safety or salvation; used of Messianic salvation 
2) salvation as the present possession of all true Christians 

<opentext> note #1. deliverance. safety. preservation. safety. who is able to pluck you from the Father's hand??? no one. however one can walk away, and return the gift. continuing in all that Father has for us. IF, we continue in the faith. if we continue hearing Father's voice, as He gives us the counsel that we need for THIS day. our daily bread 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> that help cheryl 
<renewed> yes, it does thanks :-)) 

<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> it is a progressive awareness that draws us closer on that strait and narrow, but not a progressive salvation? is that what you are saying? 
<opentext> as we progress on our journey home, we become more aware of who we are in Christ. the more the flesh falls off, the more we see that which we have inherited. 
<now-faith> ok 

<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme. 
<his> been meditating on faith by hearing. understand it as the ability that Father has given us to trust him. would it be right to say that God has given us the ability to develop the 100 % trust (mutual trust) that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost have ? 
<opentext> the new creation has that ability. yes. it is the old man, the carnal man, the stinking flesh that tries to tell us otherwise. thus the importance of hearing and seeing all that Father has for us. that help graeme 
<his> :-))) thank you. that helps much. so that is the measure of faith. the same faith God has. 
<opentext> correct 

<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> something to share that we heard when the def for salvation was put up. please correct me if there is something amiss. delivered, and preservation. we heard being delivered of our sins and this present evil world into the safety of the Lord, and preserved by the seal of the Holy Spirit. yet if we allow the seal to deteriorate, that which is within will begin to spoil and eventually be of no use. are we understanding this correctly? 


<opentext> the seal is God's seal. nothing of Father's can wither away. it is the condition of our heart that will increase or decrease in the knowledge of God. if one looks at the word salvation, and compare it to peace from the OT, one will see that they are the same. God's peace that passes all understanding of the natural man, and keeps the heart and mind in Christ Jesus 
<at-peace> ah okay 
<opentext> we have been delivered, will we accept the deliverance made available to us. will we walk in His footsteps, since that is the way to safety. the Lord's arm is never to short to save? will we reach out and grab a hold? 
<opentext> that help charlene 
<at-peace> that is the only way to be in His safety or peace is when continue on the strait and narrow 
<opentext> correct 
<at-peace> yes, thank you much :-) 
<opentext> ok.

