Bible Study for 17 June, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, to partake of your heavenly manna, that we may be nourished and fed to serve you through Christ Jesus our Lord. 



today is Q & A day 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> We were noticing in Colossians 1 from verse 9 on that there seems to be a progression or order of things, umm like there are three things we as individuals are asked to do and then from there two results seem to flow from this? 
<opentext> well, actually, verses 9 thru 17 are one sentence, and within there Paul brings up quite a few facts, and each person will hear and perceive that which Father is talking to them about, and in each instance, it will be what that person needs to hear, as that will be what Father is dealing with them in and on. does that help, or are you looking for more? 
<renewed> okay, yes that does kinda help 
<opentext> lol. Paul brings out how they have been ignoring Christ, their wisdom strength knowledge, and . as a result, have neglected the power of God, and in doing so, have failed to keep in mind that they were bought with a price, and now wondered why they were in such bondage, and then goes on to re-emphasize the fact that He was from the beginning, and yet did what Father asked of Him, that fellowship with Father would be restored 
<renewed> ok, that is what we were seeing, our attitude that determines our walk 
<opentext> exactly 
<renewed> just didn't hear it until you explained that :-) 
<opentext> and when we fail to recognize what it took to purchase our freedom, we are soon to fall. that help? 
<renewed> yes it does thanks :-)) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> wow. no more questions? yes judy 
<diligently> last night we were talking about bondage, and words of life and words of death, and why we need to be so very watchful of all that comes out of my mouth. well, just now Father brought to my attention, that things we hear others say, it is the same way, we can know what some one is saying to me, as to where it is coming from? and then we can call on Father to help me. 
<opentext> yes. usually if you give me 5 minutes to listen to someone, i am able to discern where there heart is at, and so as we listen to ourself, or other people, we need to ask Father for His help in discerning what is being spoken. if in our case, to help us to speak the right words of life, and in listening to others, that we hear where their heart is, and then either listen or walk away from them 
<diligently> yes. we have to always be watchful of what we speak, but also heed that which we give ear to. 
we always thought ,that was just for me to be watchful 
<opentext> death and life are in the power of the tongue, and faith or fear comes by what we hear 
<diligently> yes, we like that we learned we can also we watchful as to what we hear 



<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes, we need to be attentive to that which we are listening to, so that our spirit is not fed the wrong things. that help judy? 
<diligently> yes. thank you 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> so is it being able to actually hear what that person is saying through our spirit. like what they are saying is being filtered through our spirit first instead of our mind? 
<opentext> if we are being attentive to Father, yes, we will be able to hear, but the key is that the spirit of our mind be renewed in the right thing. otherwise we can be swayed from the strait and narrow path. 
<renewed> oh okay 
<opentext> if it isn't according to the Word, turn the hearing off 
<diligently> yes PYF 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes it does thanks :-)) 

<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> we were noticing these verses together, v5 for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven. v6 which *is* come unto you. v13, hath delivered us from the power of darkness and hath translated into the kingdom of His dear Son. Is this indeed showing us that the hope of our salvation is upon us right now as we are seated in heavenly places in Christ? 
<opentext> lol. first off, it should be within you 
<now-faith> Is that what paul is trying to also emphasize because ppl were looking for things according to this world? 
<opentext> what Paul is trying to get across to the people then and now, is to recognize that we are seated in heavenly places in Christ, and as such, it is imperative that we maintain that standing till the day this fleshly temple passes on, so that at that moment, we are still seated there, and then will be able to remain there. if we have strayed from there at the time of our fleshly departure, then we have forfeited that right, and will pay for that choice eternally. our spirit is there, since we know the kingdom of God is within us, but the location of this fleshly temple is still here on this earth till we finish the test 
<now-faith> ok that is what we were hearing. also on the note of what judy and cheryl were talking about, we also were realizing for the first time just how much other ppl's words do keep us in bondage if we allow them to and can grow like a cancer when they are words of death. 
<opentext> does that help michie? 
<now-faith> yes thank you 
<opentext> yes. other peoples words can take root within us, just like a weed if we allow them to, thus the importance of never slacking off spiritually, since our spiritual life is dependent on our vigilance 

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:1-2 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; (KJV) 

<opentext> these verses shows what happens when we take the filter away from our ears 
<now-faith> yes! 
<diligently> oh my 
<opentext> that clarify more for you michie? 
<now-faith> oh absolutely! thank you! 
<opentext> anymore questions? 

<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> same theme: in a work situation where we are exposed to things contrary to the word, it's often impossible not to listen them, but the key is not to, but the key is not to let pay heed to them, more than is needed to get the job done ? 
<opentext> that is where we need to recognize that when it is spoken, and then within ourself, refute that which was spoken, by renewing our mind with the Word of truth that we know. this is what will keep those thoughts from taking root. always going to the Word immediately when we hear those lies, and setting the Word of truth on the scene. that help graeme? 
<his> yes thanks 

<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> so that doesn't mean that we have to argue or debate the Word with them, just that we hear the truth of the Word within ourselves, right? 
<opentext> lol. can remember the first time Father said to me: Larry, I was doing quite well before you came along. Father does not need us to defend Him, and we never owe an answer unless they are asking of the hope within us. our lifestyle should constantly be speaking to those around us, and if they are sincerely speaking, they will ask out of a sincere heart, not argue and debate 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> sincerely seeking. our first thought is usually to show them where they are wrong, but if they are arguing to start off with, they are not looking for answers, but rather self justification, and we know, or should know, that we are only justified through Christ. that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes, it does thanks, we were thinking of those who try to come and "set us straight" and we have never responded, just let them say their piece and leave. was wondering if we should be saying anything to them 
<opentext> not unless Father asks us to, and usually He will not have us answer a fool in his folly 
<diligently> o/ 
<renewed> ok thanks :-)) 

<opentext> yes michie. then judy 
<now-faith> if we argue or debate or even reply to someone that isn't seeking the hope that is in us, we have taken the bait and entered into the devil's realm, haven't we? and we also are showing that person that we in fact lack confidence of our standing in Christ and where we are seated? 

<opentext> Prov 17:12 Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly. (KJV) 

<opentext> Prov 27:22-23 Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him. Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. (KJV) 

<opentext> knowing by the Spirit, who is sincerely seeking assistance, listening and looking for the **one** that is lost and is seeking help 
<now-faith> ok 
<opentext> the devil wants us on his turf, the he is able to do with us he wills 

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. (KJV) 

<opentext> as soon as you place yourself at their level, one is in deep trouble. that help michie? 
<now-faith> no wonder it is so freeing to hear this! we are recovered out of that snare! yes, thank you! 

<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> sometimes we feel we should not let them say there piece to me. there has been times we have let them, and then we feel so strong from Father, why did you even give ear or listen to them, then we have to ask Father to forgive me, and there are times my mind will think back as to what they said to me, and that must be why Father says for me to not even give ear to them? 
<opentext> exactly. we are not to give place to the devil. do not give him any place to take up residence 
<diligently> we won't. this is so good to learn on this 
<opentext> i have learned to shut of my hearing when it is not edifying, and let them babble 
<diligently> :-) thank you 
<opentext> any more questions this morning? 

<buzzzbait> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<buzzzbait> are we to ask Father to forgive them? those that have been led astray by the devil? 
<opentext> nope. they need to seek that themselves. one can only seek forgiveness for 

themself. it is a choice that they have made, and they will have to pay the consequences. all have had the same opportunity 
<buzzzbait> is this in Luke in reference to something else then? Luke 23:34: Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
<opentext> when we first see the truth, we want all to see and have what we do, but as we grow, we are. Father wishes that none would perish, however, they have to make that choice, just as you and i have. one sin all that perish will be convicted of. 

<opentext> John 16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; (KJV) 

<opentext> we pray that they may accept it, but it is still their choice. that help leonard 
<buzzzbait> yes, but still have question about the Luke 23:34. is this verse in reference to something else? 
<opentext> Jesus Christ is the sacrifice for all the world, and before going to hell, He asked that this forgiveness be given to those that would recognize the sacrifice and believe, and yet in the following verses, they immediately mock Him. typical of people when they look upon Father's forgiveness, foolishness to most. unless Jesus Christ could have forgave them, would it have been an acceptable sacrifice? 
<buzzzbait> is that an example for us? 
<opentext> it is the example that whatever they may do or say to us, until their last breathe, forgiveness is available to them, but we must remember, only Father can forgive the sin of unbelief. people have said much against what Father has asked me to preach. i do not hold it against them, and continue with that which Father has asked of me. and yet, if they come seeking the truth, i will share the truth of the Word with them, and share all that i do know. that help leonard 
<buzzzbait> yes. will require some digesting. :o) 
<opentext> get out of the gospels, and get into the epistles, and learn who you are in Christ, and then as you see that, then Father will take you back into the gospels, and show you what His Son went through for you 
<buzzzbait> :o) 
<opentext> any more questions this morning? 

<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> having an answer to everyone that asks us of the hope within us. if they don't ask us of that hope, then is that not Fathers timing for them to hear, or that our example isn't sufficient to cause them to ask?? 
<opentext> it could be a combination of both as well, and that is why we need to learn to recognize Father's voice all the time, so that we know when we are to speak. just as Jesus Christ only spoke that which He heard Father speak, and did only the things He saw Father do. what an example for us to learn from 
<shama> but we still aren't to speak unless we are asked?? 
<opentext> if one has to question it, the best counsel would be to be still 
<shama> ok 
<opentext> be still, and know that I am God 
<diligently> oh yes 
<opentext> there are many people i know, that are on the wrong path, but they also know what i am about, so saying anything to them would be casting my pearls before the swine. that help steph? 
<shama> so if we set the right example then Father will cause them to ask us or let us know of the right time to speak? 
<opentext> yes 
<shama> ok thanks 
<opentext> any more questions today? 

