Bible Study for 3 June, 1999
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to sit at your feet and learn from you this day Lord, that which we need to sustain us through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
<opentext> today is Q & A day 
<opentext> well, it was Q & A day 
<renewed> lol 
<mizpah> lol 
<renewed> o/ we were waiting for someone else to be first :-)) 
<opentext> it does not matter who it is that asks first 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> we really liked yesterday when you said about paul writing the letter. and if the people had listened to Father he wouldn't of had to write it can you just please talk a little about that? about the importance in listening to Father? right away 
<opentext> as we all know, it is quite easy to get excited as we see and learn new things in the Word. 
<diligently> yes 
<Graeme> yes 
<opentext> and one of the problems that we have, is that we do not see with Jesus Christ, the time He spent listening to Father before He started in the ministry 
<diligently> yes years, right? 
<Graeme> realizing that more 
<opentext> we also know that Paul had a vast knowledge of the OT, but Father still had to ask him to sit aside for a few years to undo much of that old thinking, and see it all in a new and fresh way 
<diligently> yes, thank you 
<opentext> as Father shows us new things within the Word, it is important that we share them; however, where the problem comes in, many people try to make one or two new insights last a lifetime, and thus miss much of what Father has for them, and so too may even miss the kingdom of God 
<Graeme> yes 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> this is why we are to hunger and thirst after righteousness, righteousness being our right standing with God through Jesus Christ. however, we can only learn more of this righteousness as we give audience to God and His Word, and this comes by taking time to hear all of Father's counsel, not just bits and pieces 
<diligently> yes 
<Graeme> yes 
<Graeme> o/ 
<opentext> Paul did write the letter to the Philippians, that was a letter encouragement; however as was then, the same is now, that the majority of people are NOT listening to God, and all because they are following other people, rather then the Word 
<opentext> yes cheryl and then graeme 
<renewed> we wanted you to talk a little bit more about "apostle" if possible, the calling, and why at times Paul starts his letter referring to himself as an apostle and yet not at other times 
<opentext> from what i see, there were times that ,many questioned the authority of Paul, and so Father had him start his letters out in a strong tone of correction from the beginning, and yet in other letters only as a servant, so it all depended on who Father had him addressing, and that which Father knew the people needed to hear 
<opentext> an apostle is one that is sent by Jesus Christ directly, as is a prophet. the evangelist pastor and teachers are also called by God, but their position would be confirmed by the apostle or prophet, although the apostle would be used to appoint the elders or deacons for the local assembly does that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes, and we noticed, ummm, somewhere in the Bible that Paul talked about his calling from birth. so is it a matter then of those who are called to recognize their calling and respond? 
<opentext> ok. let me explain this. when and if we hear God's call. Paul, when talking about his calling 

<opentext> Gal 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: (KJV) 

<opentext> we have to remember, that when we are born again, God not only forgives are past, but forgets as well. 
we also know, that one must be born of the water (that is the flesh) and of the Spirit to see or enter the kingdom of God 
<opentext> so what Paul is saying here, is that by his birth, up until when he was called, had been blotted out by the blood of Jesus Christ, and now he had accepted his calling, and learned from Father 
<renewed> oh okay 
<Graeme> o/ 
<opentext> yes Graeme 
<Graeme> how do we spot when we have only heard part of what Father has been teaching us on a certain area and not all (relevant to that stage of our walk)? 
<opentext> for me, when i know that there is something i missed, i have this gnawing on my inner man, that keeps trying to tell me that there is still something that i have missed 
<Graeme> yes! have been experiencing that recently 
<opentext> so once we recognize that, we then have to be still and know that He is God, and know that if we are patient, that He will open it to us 
<Graeme> thank you 
<opentext> the problem being, is that all of our life, we have been taught to put time restrictions in and on everything, and so then we have the tendency to do this with God as well. when we do this, we have now closed our hearing after a certain point, and this will now hinder our ability, until we slow down, and allow God to have His way 
<opentext> that help Graeme? 
<Graeme> yes thank you 
<opentext> next ? 
<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> Gal 1:15-16. this would be the same as come out from among them and be ye separate and also forgetting the past, pressing forward? separating the flesh and spirit 
<opentext> yes, and what else Paul is saying here. is that everything from fleshly birth. the first requirement, up until the new birth, is of NO consequence in relation to our walk with God, and should be forgotten as it will only be a hindrance to our walk with God. getting rid of our whole walk without God, and starting fresh, or as Paul said, forgetting those things that are behind. am i making that clear enough? 
<Graeme> yes. Helps a lot 
<renewed> yes, we had never seen it that way before 
<at-peace> yes, was interesting to note that he said immediately he conferred with not with flesh and blood 
<diligently> yes 
<mizpah> o/ 
<opentext> exactly. for flesh and blood CANNOT inherit the kingdom of God, so why would you want to talk with those still in the flesh?? 
 <opentext> does that help charlene? 
<at-peace> yes, it does thanks :-) 
<opentext> yes miz 
<diligently> o/ 
<mizpah> so, when we hear something, we should sit and wait until we have peace that we've heard it all before telling anybody? Is that where we are trusting that we hear Father clearly? 
<opentext> if you are not able to explain it, without causing 50 more questions, what good would it do to share, before one could make clear that which Father is trying to show? 
<graeme> none at all 
<mizpah> none 
<opentext> yes, it will always cause more questions, but one has to have Father's confidence in presenting it, otherwise it will only stir strife 
<mizpah> ok 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> we know we are not to think about yesterday or tomorrow, because Father says, and it is not of Father at all. for my self, if we do forget about yesterday. sometimes we forget what we did wrong then, and might do it again. so how do we make it so we don’t forget to not do the same thing wrong? but at the same time let yesterday die, and be gone? 
<opentext> Father's Word is supposed to be living in our heart, and so if we have heard Father's counsel, that the Word will be alive in our heart, and when we start to stray, it will tell us clearly. you should not be doing that., so it is now faith that will give us the victory in and through Christ, the Word that is living within us 
<diligently> ok, and my heart tells me right way most always when we should not be doing something. 
 <opentext> yes it will, if we are listening 
<diligently> so we don’t need to worry about forgetting. yes listening 
<opentext> if one has forgot, why would one be worrying about it??? 
<diligently> that is why listening is so important. oh yes lol. because we have not forgot PYF :-) 
<opentext> yes. faith comes by stopping all that we are doing, giving full audience to the Word of God 
<diligently> yes 
<his> yes 
<opentext> does that help judy? 
<diligently> oh yes. thank you :-) 
<opentext> next ? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we have been studying the newsletter "In God's Image" and we like the analogy of the Polaroid picture. and the thought came to us, just as the picture stops developing. also in time that what has been impressed on the picture fades away? 
<opentext> yes. if the processing development stops before completion, it will cause the process to reverse itself. 
just as when we stop listening to the Word, it causes the spirit man to begin to wilt and grow weak. we will be complete in Christ, the day we stand before Him, so in the time yet here. each day we should keep pressing forward, never being content where we are. always seeking more and more from God. does that help cheryl? 
<renewed> and as we learn line upon line. the picture not only becomes clearer to us, but also those who are out there seeking. they are more able to see the hope within us? 
<opentext> exactly, the brighter our light shines, the clear the image of the hope that is within us 
<renewed> okay, thanks. yes it helps a lot 
<opentext> next ? 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes Graeme 
<his> not conferring with flesh and blood: would that mean also not leaning to our own understanding ? 
<opentext> lol. yes, because most of what we learned in the past, came from conferring with other fleshly people, and this is why we have to put aside the earthly knowledge that we learned, and apply it all through God's eyes. it is then that we are able to see it in correlation to the Word and not the world 
<diligently> oh my PYF :-) 

<opentext> Prov 3:5-7 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. (KJV) 

<renewed> wow. be not wise in thine own eyes. ouch 


<his> :-)) am seeing this more clearly, thanks ! 
<shama> awesome 
<opentext> note. in ALL thy ways, acknowledge Him. we have the tendency to acknowledge Him in some of the ways, and thus get in trouble 
<at-peace> we looked up the word conferring and what stood out in the definition is " to consult" 

<opentext> Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.(KJV) 

<opentext> exactly charlene. why would one want to consult with those that are going to hell?? the only thing one can learn from them, is how to get there yourself!! 
<at-peace> yup. and we don't want to go there 
<at-peace> and we are not going there!!!!!! 
<opentext> that is why we only answer, when they ask of the hope within us! that help charlene? 
<at-peace> yes, it does thank you 
<opentext> any other ?'s 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> so is it remaining humble and hearing Father through on things that prevents us from being wise in our own eyes, stopping us from getting puffed up with pride 
<opentext> i can only speak for myself here, but when it is from Father, i usually respond within myself: neat Lord. when it is from myself, then one has the tendency to say: look what i have learned 
<renewed> lol. oh dear 
<at-peace> lol 
<opentext> that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes it does thanks. a whole lot :-) 
<opentext> any more ?'s 
<opentext> very good questions this morning 
<at-peace> yes, they were. thanks everyone :-) 
<opentext> we will open the channel for fellowship then 
<renewed> thanks for hearing Father so clearly on the answers brother :-) 
<mizpah> and great answers from Father, too 
 

