Bible Study for Monday November 8, 1999
<shama> we thank you Father for this day that we can come before you and learn more of your Word. We are thankful that you will guide us and lead us through your Word during this day and we come with expectant hearts, giving you all the thanks and honour through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Col 4:3-4, Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

<opentext> Being an example of the believer….being instant in season and out of season, thus we walk by faith, and not by the appearance of things… Yet, how often is it, that we allow the appearance of things, to control that which we speak?

<now-faith> too often at times

<shama> sometimes too often

<diligently> it does happen to us

<his> have done that too much in past

<opentext> Learning from the example that Jesus Christ set for us; doing the things He saw Father do, speaking only the things He heard Father speak… Following the example set by Jesus Christ, and later imitated by Paul. Allowing the Word to be alive in us each and every moment of each and every day. 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:12-14, Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: and not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> def. for great plainness of speech….3954 parrhesia- 1) freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech a) openly, frankly, that is, without concealment 2) free and fearless confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance 3) the deportment by which one becomes conspicuous or secures publicity. (in Ephesians 6:19, translated as boldly)

<opentext> By allowing Christ to rule in our life, we will not allow the circumstances to dictate to us what we will speak, or what we will do, but rather be that example that Father asks of us… How often do we alter our speech, or the words we use because of those around us?

<help-ready> sometimes <shama> sometimes <diligently> sometimes

<his> ditto <at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> It is the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ...therefore, our speech should be with great plainness......straight-forward...nothing hid...for perfect love casts out all fear.

<diligently> o/ <opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> so it is fear that stops us from being ourself? … as Father has made us.

<opentext> Often times...we are too aware of what people may say or think of us, if we answer as God would have us answer....

<diligently> yes

<opentext> thus....we change the words a bit, to satisfy those that are around us…we often times have more concern for what the people will say or think, and thus ignore God and His Word....

<diligently> and that would not be pleasing to Father at all.

<opentext> that help Judy?

<diligently> yes,thank you

<opentext> When we do not speak as we ought to speak...or say that which Father asks of us....we enter into some dangerous territory... Do not add to or take away from His Word! That is speaking as we ought to speak. Not being afraid of their faces. Presenting the pure Gospel message, not diluting it with man's thoughts and ideas…we often times forget, that it was the truth that set us free... where would you be, if the message had been watered down to you?? Diluted with man's thoughts and ideas?

<at-peace> on the road to destruction

<help-ready> where i was before

<his> on the broad path

<shama> dont like to think where!! not a good place

<diligently> not what would be pleasing to Father…that is for sure,and not have the joy of the Lord.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:1-4, Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight. In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)

<opentext> speaking the truth in love.....not diluting the gospel......nor trying to build up a following for self...nor using the Word for self gain.... whenever we allow our words to be modified to suit or appease those around us, we have allowed the vail to start to slip over our eyes again...our mind has now started to again become blinded, and we will not see as clearly as we should...

<opentext> [Nor handling the word of God deceitfully] Not using the doctrines of the Gospel to serve any secular or carnal purpose; not explaining away their force so as to palliate or excuse sin; not generalizing its precepts so as to excuse many in particular circumstances from obedience, especially in that which most crossed their inclinations… There were deceitful handlers of this kind in Corinth, and there are many of them still in the garb of Christian ministers; persons who disguise that part of their creed which, though they believe it is of God, would make them unpopular, affecting moderation in order to procure a larger audience and more extensive support; not attacking prevalent and popular vices;… calling dissipation of mind, relaxation; and worldly and carnal pleasures, innocent amusements, etc. In a word, turning with the tide, and shifting with the wind of popular opinion, prejudice, fashion. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Matt 10:25-27, It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. 

<opentext> By not speaking as we ought to speak, puts one in opposition to the Lord Himself....it tells the world that one is ashamed of His message… Do you think they ever referred to the Lord as being fanatic? Or, that He seemed to be over-zealous?

<now-faith> oh yes

<diligently> oh my...yes they did.

<shama> yes

<diligently> said He had the devil in Him

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> so then, why do we become so over-concerned, of what they may say or think about oneself?

<diligently> we will not be any more.

<his> forget that greater is Him in us than is in the world

<now-faith> because we still contend with this human body

<shama> when we are not allowing the Holy Spirit to be in control

<at-peace> our flesh likes to be liked

<opentext> Eph 6:19-20, And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

<opentext> it is interesting to note, that Paul makes the same statement to the Ephesians, as he does to the people of Colossae... speaking as we ought to speak.....allowing the light to shine forth from us, not hiding it under a bushel...allowing the Word to be that lamp to our feet, that light to our strait and narrow path we are to travel down this day...

<opentext> Phil 1:20-21, According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (KJV)

<opentext> not having anything to be ashamed of....but rather living the life the Lord has asked of us boldly....since we have studied for God's approval, and therefore having nothing to be ashamed of when we stand in front of Him... one's earnest expectation.....do that which Father asks of us......knowing what awaits us...getting to that point...that we live for Christ....but know that which awaits us is far better....and thus long to be home with the Lord......

<opentext> 1Thes 2:2-5, But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. For neither at any time used we flat covetousness; God is witness: (KJV)

<opentext> have you ever noticed, that where Paul had the most success with the Gospel, was where he was the most mistreated?

<shama> wow, no

<diligently> oh my,,no we did not.

<his> no

<at-peace> had not, but it does make sense, as His example spoke also

<diligently> yes it did .

<opentext> if one will recall...it was the pure Word of God that set you free...not man's traditions and doctrines.....this is why we need to learn to speak as God would have us speak....

<opentext> Acts 20:27-29, For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. (KJV)

<opentext> note, paul says to take heed to yourself....only you can prevent eternal fires in your life.... being the example of the believers...not the doubters...

<opentext> Gal 1:10-12, For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> in all that we say, in all that we do, we should be doing it unto Father...to do and say that which will please Him...and mark us as one of His.... the more we are faithful to that which He asks of us, the more He will reveal Himself to us.... learning to speak as we ought to speak.....speaking the things we hear Father speak, and doing the things we see Father do.....this is the life the believer should be living...pleasing to God...not trying to pacify man... today....will you speak as you ought to speak?

<diligently> oh my..yes we will.PYF
<his> will endeavour to

<shama> yes <onewithim> yes <at-peace> yes <help-ready> yes

<opentext> any questions from today, or things to share?

<his> o/ <opentext> yes Graeme

<his> "not trying to pacify man" : would that include not trying to pacify children ?

<opentext> that would be correct.....for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ… men there speaks in general of mankind… if one would look back at the book of Deut., one would find that disobedient children after so many warnings...were stoned to death... i would rather speak the truth and have a person mad at me, then to have to answer to God as to why i did not present the truth.

<help-ready> that is why we have to train up a child when they are young....train.happens by doing over and over and over

<opentext> Prov 22:6 6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. (KJV)

<opentext> 2596 chanak (khaw-nak'); a primitive root; properly, to narrow (compare 26 l); figuratively, to initiate or discipline: KJV-- dedicate, train up.

<opentext> the way they should go...that strait and narrow path....the way of Jesus Christ...the way, the truth, and the life which is essential for having a relationship with Father....

<opentext> that help Graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<opentext> any other questions, or anything to share?

<onewithim> Eph. 6:1-3 is another good one

<opentext> Eph 6:1-3 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. (KJV)

<diligently> o/ <opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> Father has just told us we can share something with all of you

<opentext> ok

<diligently> well last night Father asked us not to have kimmy and my mom come to my home…he said we have no need for them to be here… and we asked Father ..oh my what do we say to them Father… and Father said we will know ,when the time comes… we know ..our heart knows Fathers word we do know what to say, PYF

<at-peace> :-)

<diligently> and we will listen and hear and obey Father

<opentext> Matt 10:19-20 19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (KJV)

<diligently> yes yes yes PYF 

<opentext> if nothing else, then the channel is open for fellowship

