Bible study for Wednesday October 27, 1999

<shama> Father we thank you for this time together to share your bread of life that will sustain us and guide us throughout this day...we pray that we will be attentive to all that you want to say to us and not only hear your word but live it too. We give you all the praise, honour and glory for all that you do for each of us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Col 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; (KJV)

<opentext> def. for continue... 4342 proskartereo (pros-kar-ter-eh'-o); from 4314 and 2594; to be earnest towards, i.e. (to a thing) to persevere, be constantly diligent, or (in a place) to attend assiduously all the exercises, or (to a person) to adhere closely to (as a servitor): KJV-- attend (giveself) continually (upon), continue (in, instant in, with), wait on (continually).

<opentext> how often do we think of continue, in the light as the def. here describes?

<shama> it means more than we would think of

<help-fish> yes it does

<at-peace> i have thought of it as being pressing forward, not stopping

<diligently> we have not

<opentext> adhere to prayer...stick to it very closely....as to be stuck like with glue.... and, since prayer is conversation with Father....and we know that His Word is faithful...we need to adhere to that faithfulness of His Word...

<opentext> Isa 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV)

<opentext> and we continue in it, we adhere to it, since we know that His Word is true, that it cannot return void....let God be true, but every man a liar… for most, when they pray, they hope His Word is true.....

<opentext> Col 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; (KJV)

<opentext> so we continue in prayer....and watch in the same....with thanksgiving....prayer, supplication, with thanksgiving... holding fast our profession of faith....without wavering....one can only do this, if one believes His Word to be true… the more our faith is developed, the more we will adhere to His Word....the more we will continue in that bread of life that does sustain us

<opentext> Matt 26:41, ­Watch and pray­, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:7-8 7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. (KJV)

<opentext> if one will recall, Paul tells us in Ephesians, that when you have done all to stand.....to then stand… many times....we think we have prayed and persevered enough...but when we think we have done enough...then we do more...continue past what you **think**

<now-faith> o/ <opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> would it be true to say that just about when we think we have done enough, we perhaps become complacent and that is just the opening the creep looks for to get in with thoughts and imaginations?

<opentext> yes....and that is why we continue, or should continue fervently, until the day we get home...no coasting allowed…. if our mind is not occupied with the things of God...it will leave a somewhat empty warehouse for the devil to bring assault against

<opentext> Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.(KJV) 

<opentext> for salvation alone....it should cause us to always be thinking of His goodness and His Word

<opentext> that help michie?

<now-faith> oh yes, indeed, thank you :-)

<opentext> Colossians 4:3 [Praying also for us] Let the success and spread of the Gospel be ever dear to you; and neglect not to pray fervently to God that it may have free course, run, and be glorified. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Col 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:(KJV)

<opentext> if one cannot think of anything more to pray about for themselves.....i am sure there is always someone else within the body that we can think of to pray for… as Adam Clarke says above.....let the success and spread of the Gospel be ever dear to you.....if it is as important to you as one would say, then if should be the primary focus of our thoughts....and the mark of the prize that we are always aiming for

<opentext> John 8:31-32 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, ­If­ ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.(KJV) 

<opentext> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (KJV)

<opentext> whatever is occupying our heart and mind, is what we will come into agreement with.....thus we need to continue in His Word....adhere to it......live it, breathe it.....to realize that it is indeed the very essence of life

<opentext> John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:­ the words that I speak unto you­, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV) 

<opentext> John 4:23-24 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

<opentext> John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> how often is it, that we adhere to His Word throughout the day, or only when problems arise?

<help-fish> try to no matter what the circumstances are

<diligently> we want to say we do all the time..but we know that can not be true…because we make so many mistakes sometimes

<shama> we do more now than ever before, but still room for improvement there

<at-peace> we are learning to meditate on His Word through out the day no matter what we are doing or where we are

<his> ditto

<help-fish> it is much easier to when we are not at the workplace

<opentext> Rom 5:2-4 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: (KJV)

<opentext> the bigger the obstacle, the greater the miracle or work of God one has to expect… do you always expect God to come through when those obstacles arise...or only hope He does?

<help-fish> know He will come through

<diligently> we are sad to say we have many times hope Father does

<shama> our faith is developing in that area daily

<diligently> and He has always… He has never left us

<opentext> thus we see the importance of continuing in His Word...continuing in prayer.....being steadfast....know that God is true....that His Word cannot fail

<opentext> Eph 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 2:2-3 2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be­ spoken by the Lord­, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;(KJV) 

<opentext> we often times forget, that faith by hearing, by hearing and adhering to that message delivered by Christ Jesus our Lord....if one is always talking or complaining...how can they hear?

<shama> they cannot

<help-fish> they can't

<diligently> they cant

<at-peace> we can't.. need to be still and know that He is God, and be quiet long enough to hear His still small voice

<opentext> Heb 3:13-14 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ,­ if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;(KJV) 

<his> o/ <opentext> yes graeme

<his> what do you mean by talking all the time being bad when we are exhorted to pray without ceasing ?

<opentext> for myself...i think of prayer as conversation with God...and if i am always talking, how can one hear Father's counsel?

<his> now i am :-x

<opentext> any other questions from today?

<help-fish> Ps 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: (KJV)

<opentext> if not, then the channel is open for fellowship

