Bible Study for Tuesday October 26, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to hear your Word, and partake of that which you have for us that will sustain us this day, … as we partake of your Word this day, let us give heed to all that you ask of us, that we may be that servant that you have asked us to be through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Col 4:2-3, Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: (KJV)

<opentext> [Continue in prayer] This was the apostle's general advice to all; without this, neither wives, husbands, children, parents, servants, nor masters, could fulfil the duties which God, in their respective stations, required of them… All light, power, and life come from God; his creatures are continually dependent upon him for all these: to earnest, persevering prayer, he has promised every supply; but he who prays not has no promise. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> continuing in prayer....or as Paul wrote to the Thess. people, pray without ceasing… when times are going smooth, or ok....we seem to be able to pray more, and be more thankful, but what about when times get tough?

<his> things slip at times

<ready2> more focus can be put on tough times than the solution

<diligently> it is a bit harder…seems like then Father is not hearing us as well.

<shama> we should be praying without ceasing no matter what the circumstances around us try to say

<opentext> for some, they rely on God when the tough times come, and forget when things are going ok.....and others are just the opposite… does Father's hearing ever change?

<helpmate> no <his> no <shama> no <at-peace> no 

<his> it is perfect 

<diligently> we did not know

<helpmate> we can't hear Him for all our grumbling

<ready2> He is the Lord, He changes not

<now-faith> what about Him not being able to hear the prayers of a sinner?

<opentext> if we are His....and in the state of grace, then He hears us and answers us..... faith is by hearing...and hearing by the message delivered by Christ, to those that He has delivered from the power of darkness… what i find interesting, is how Paul says to continue in prayer...get to that place that we always rely in and on that relationship.....do not allow that line of communications to slip or falter… continue in it, it does not say start it up again… if we continue in His Word...then are we His disciples...then the truth shall set us free and keep us free… how....as we continue in the truth...His Word is truth… Jesus Christ is ...the way...that strait and narrow path....He is the truth of God's Word....for His Words are spirit and they are life....and without Him, no man can come to Father

<opentext> Col 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; (KJV)

<opentext> we continue in prayer....and we stay awake....we are not to nod off...or fall asleep.....but remain thankful… if we think to what Paul tells us several times...now thanks be unto God...who always causes us to triumph...in Christ

<opentext> 2 Cor 9:15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. (KJV)

<opentext> it is as we stay mindful of that which we have received, that we will then stay in prayer, as well as thankful for that which we have received

<opentext> Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> you....have to allow this mind to be in you....no one can force it upon you.....you have to make that decision to serve Father through Jesus Christ, and then continue in it on a moment by moment basis… how often do we make the decision to serve God....and then try to coast through the day on that single thought or prayer we had or made earlier in the day, or even week?

<shama> sometimes we do

<now-faith> too often when we have allowed the things of this world distract us

<diligently> yes

<his> at times

<opentext> so what happens to our mind or thoughts, during these times or moments when we have not allowed the mind of Christ to remain within us?

<his> brainstorm: = tossed to and fro

<diligently> get very upset inside

<shama> our mind and thoughts are on the things of this world, and not on the Truth

<at-peace> they become an imagination, exalting itself above the knowledge of God

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:4-6, 4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,­ thinketh no evil­; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;(KJV)

<opentext> and if one will recall the will of God.....He gave Himself...to deliver us from our sins and this present evil world....we need to continue in prayer.....and thanksgiving to stay in His will… continuing steadfastly....not tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that blows through ........rooted and grounded in His Word......it is when we are not continuing in His Word....that the wrong thoughts or imaginations enter in....and then start to build strong holds against His Word...they exalt themselves against the knowledge of God

<opentext> Matt 12:43-45 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they­ enter in­ and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation. (KJV) 

<opentext> Isa 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose­ mind­ is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. (KJV) 

<opentext> can the devil force his way into your thoughts?

<diligently> no <shama> no <now-faith> no

<at-peace> no, we have to allow it

<ready2> not at all

<opentext> so then, we can see the importance of continuing in prayer.....holding fast our profession of faith....without wavering… as we continue in prayer, we are able to see by and through the message delivered by Christ, that which we have been delivered from, and to where God has brought us, which will then cause one to be thankful for all that was done in their behalf

<opentext> I Jn 1:3-4 3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. (KJV)

<opentext> isn't it when we allow the Word to slip, that we then start to ignore Father?

<shama> yes <helpmate> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes

<ready2> it is <at-peace> yes

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:16 16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:23-24 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<diligently> \o/

<opentext> you...have to make that choice each moment...to continue in His Word, to continue in fellowship with Him....to allow your mind to be renewed in His Word, in His thoughts.... you....have to take unto you, the full armor of God....you have to utilize all that God has made available to you in and through Christ Jesus.....and then you will be thankful this day!

<helpmate> yes we will

<opentext> any questions from today?

<his> o/ <opentext> yes graeme

<his> so when we know or think we are doing as much as we much as we can to stay in the Word, any thoughts or distractions we hear, arise from our own flesh ..and it is only when we pay heed to these that satan can gain access.....is that correct ?

<opentext> that is correct...and that is why the Word tells us to give NO place to the devil

<his> :-)

<opentext> resist the devil....and he will flee.... the shield of faith...which is able to quench ALL the fiery darts

<opentext> did that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> in Matt 12:44 was hearing when i read "he findeth it empty", like an empty storehouse, there is nothing to stop satan from entering in

<opentext> thus the importance of staying renewed in the Word...continuing in it… praying...talking with Father, without ceasing

<helpmate>4980 scholazo- 1) to cease from labor, to loiter 2) to be free from labor, to be at leisure, to be idle a) to have leisure for a thing b) to give oneself to a thing 3) used of things a) used of places, to be unoccupied, empty b) used of a centurion's vacant office c) used of vacant ecclesiastical offices 

d) used of officers without charge… def for empty from thayers

<helpmate> to be idle

<opentext> and if we will recall, we will give account of **every idle word***

<at-peace> was also hearing that continuing is being a doer of His Word, applying it to our walk with Father allowing it to be real and alive in our heart for then we have continued in prayer with Father also

<opentext> yes...if one only hears the Word...and does not apply it to their walk....then the mind will have lapses between their conversations with God...rather than seeking Father on how to apply what they have heard ...to their walk or life...if that makes sense

<at-peace> yes it does, thanks :-)

<his> was hearing "labour to enter into His rest" as do not cease from praying...being in fellowship

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> "he findeth it empty", this could apply to those areas in our walk that we hear on but then we don't immediately apply it to our walk, thus being idle and satan comes immediately to steal, kill and destroy... does that make sense?

<opentext> yes… a hearer of the Word, but not a doer

<opentext> Mark 4:15-19 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and 

taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV)

<opentext> if no other questions, then the channel is open for fellowship

