Bible Study for 1 September, 1999

<atp-dil> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us in your Word of life... Father we are thankful for all that you have done, accomplished and are continuing to do within and for us,.. we give you all of the praise and honor through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
<opentext> Col 3:4-7, When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. (KJV) 
<opentext> Again this morning, i want to use Mathew Henry's commentery, as he does such a good job with these verses, and leaves little that can be added 
<opentext> The apostle exhorts the Colossians to the mortification of sin, the great hindrance to seeking the things which are above. Since it is our duty to set our affections upon heavenly things, it is our duty to mortify our members which are upon the earth, and which naturally incline us to the things of the world (MH) 
<opentext> definition for mortify... 
3499 nekroo (nek-ro'-o); from 3498; to deaden, i.e. (figuratively) to subdue: KJV-- be dead, mortify. 
<opentext> "Mortify them, that is, subdue the vicious habits of mind which prevailed in your Gentile state. Kill them, suppress them, as you do weeds or vermin which spread and destroy all about them, or as you kill an enemy who fights against you and wounds you."-- Your members which are upon the earth; either the members of the body, which are the earthly part of us, and were curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth <Ps. 139:15>, or the corrupt affections of the mind, which lead us to earthly things, the members of the body of death, <Rom. 7:24>. He specifies, 
   I. The lusts of the flesh, for which they were before so very remarkable: Fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence-- the various workings of the carnal appetites and fleshly impurities, which they indulged in their former course of life, and which were so contrary to the Christian state and the heavenly hope. 
   II. The love of the world: And covetousness, which is idolatry; that is, an inordinate love of present good and outward enjoyments, which proceeds from too high a value in the mind, puts upon too eager a pursuit, hinders the proper use and enjoyment of them, and creates anxious fear and immoderate sorrow for the loss of them. Observe, Covetousness is spiritual idolatry: it is the giving of that love and regard to worldly wealth which are due to God only, and carries a greater degree of malignity in it, and is more highly provoking to God, than is commonly thought. And it is very observable that among all the instances of sin which good men are recorded in the scripture to have fallen into (and there is scarcely any but some or other, in one or other part of their life, have fallen into) there is no instance in all the scripture of any good man charged with covetousness. He proceeds to show how necessary it is to mortify sins, v. 6, 7. 
       1. Because, if we do not kill them, they will kill us: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience, v. 6. See what we are all by nature more or less: we are children of disobedience: not only disobedient children, but under the power of sin and naturally prone to disobey. The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies, <Ps. 58:3>. And, being children of disobedience, we are children of wrath, <Eph. 2:3>. The wrath of God comes upon all the children of disobedience. Those who do not obey the precepts of the law incur the penalties of it. The sins he mentions were their sins in their heathen and idolatrous state, and they were then especially the children of disobedience; and yet these sins brought judgments upon them, and exposed them to the wrath of God. 
       2. We should mortify these sins because they have lived in us: In which you also walked some time, when you lived in them, v. 7. Observe, The consideration that we have formerly lived in sin is a good argument why we should now forsake it. We have walked in by-paths, therefore let us walk in them no more. If I have done iniquity, I will do no more, <Job 34:32>. The time past our lives may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, <1 Pet. 4:3>.-- When you lived among those who did such things (so some understand it), then you walked in those evil practices. It is a hard thing to live among those who do the works of darkness and not have fellowship with them, as it is to walk in the mire and contract no soil. Let us keep out of the way of evil-doers. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> Thus, we see why Father tells us, that eveil communications will corrupt the best person, if they give ear to what is being said. 
<opentext> It also shows us why the Word says, that faith is by hearing, hearing and giving audience to the message delivered by Christ. 
<opentext> whatever is not of faith is _______? 
<helpmate> fear 
<atp-dil> fear 
<shama> fear 
<opentext> Rom 14:22-23 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. (KJV) 
<opentext> Col 3:8-9, But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; (KJV) 
<opentext> We will go over these verse again next week in a bit more depth, but want to get out Matthew Henry's comments on them, because they are very fitting. 
<opentext> As we are to mortify inordinate appetites, so we are to mortify inordinate passions (v. 8): But now you also put off all these, anger wrath, malice; for these are contrary to the design of the gospel, as well as grosser impurities; and, though they are more spiritual wickedness, have not less malignity in them. The gospel religion introduces a change of the higher as well as the lower powers of the soul, and supports the dominion of right reason and conscience over appetite and passion. Anger and wrath are bad, but malice is worse, because it is more rooted and deliberate; it is anger heightened and settled. And, as the corrupt principles in the heart must be cut off, so the product of them in the tongue; as blasphemy, which seems there to mean, not so much speaking ill of God as speaking ill of men, giving ill language to them, or raising ill reports of them, and injuring their good name by any evil arts,--filthy communication, that is, all lewd and wanton discourse, which comes from a polluted mind in the speaker and propagates the same defilements in the hearers,-- and lying: Lie not one to another (v. 9), for it is contrary both to the law of truth and the law of love, it is both unjust and unkind, and naturally tends to destroy all faith and friendship among mankind. 
   Lying makes us like the devil (who is the father of lies), and is a prime part of the devil's image upon our souls; and therefore we are cautioned against this sin by this general reason: Seeing you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man,<v.10>. The consideration that we have by profession put away sin and espoused the cause and interest of Christ, that we have renounced all sin and stand engaged to Christ, should fortify us against this sin of lying. Those who have put off the old man have put it off with its deeds; and those who have put on the new man must put on all its deeds-- not only espouse good principles but act them in a good conversation. The new man is said to be renewed in knowledge, because an ignorant soul cannot be a good soul. Without knowledge the heart cannot be good, <Prov. 19:2>. The grace of God works upon the will and affections by renewing the understanding. Light is the first thing in the new creation, as it was in the first: after the image of him who created him. It was the honour of man in innocence that he was made after the image of God; but that image was defaced and lost by sin, and is renewed by sanctifying grace: so that a renewed soul is something like what Adam was in the day he was created. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> Rom 6:6-8 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: (KJV) 
<opentext> Rom 8:13-14 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (KJV) 
<opentext> Now we can see, why Paul said to be followers of him, as he was of Christ... and why in Philippians...he said to think on these things.... 
<opentext> Phil 4:8-9 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. (KJV) 
<opentext> that is all i have for today, not much one could add to Matthew Henry's words of wisdom 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> so filthy communications would be blasphemy against the children of God, is that what he is saying there? 
<now-faith> am wanting to hear where he got blasphemy out of those verses 


<opentext> if we go against Christ, or His followers, we are then denying God's ability to forgive all sin by the sacrifice of Christ Jesus...that is the way that i hear that... 
<now-faith> ok yes, that much we agree, but where in those verses does it say that? fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence and covetousness 
<now-faith> we may have not followed that commentary close enough 
<opentext> Col 3:8-9 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; (KJV) 
<now-faith> oops! please forgive us brother 
<opentext> np sis 
<now-faith> ok, so all those things not only apply to what one would do against God, but also against His children because you go against Christ who is in all who believe? 
<opentext> that is the way i hear that sis 
<now-faith> ok wow we see /hear it now 
<opentext> it is one Lord....one faith, one body of Christ, of whom He is the head 
<now-faith> oh and what are those verses that say if you sin against man, you sin against God? 
<opentext> and from Matthew Henry's commentary, i was able to really see how we are either for or against Him 
<opentext> Exod 11:7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. (KJV) 
<now-faith> 1 Cor 8:12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. (KJV) 
<opentext> any other questions from today? if not, then the channel is open for fellowship 
