Bible Study for Tuesday September 21, 1999

<shama> Father we give you all the thanks and praise for giving us this day to serve you. We ask that, you would cause us to hear and to live, all that you have prepared for us in your Word of life this day. Thank you for our daily bread and all that you do for us each day, through Christ Jesus name. 

<opentext> Col 3:1-2, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV) 

<opentext> for the last few days, we have looked at attributes of those that are His, and how and why we need to stay focused in and on things above... 

<opentext> In the previous chapter, the apostle had showed what a true Christian ought not to follow after. He had warned the Colossians against the dangers of false philosophy, and the doctrines of erroneous teachers. In this chapter, he teaches them what they ought to pursue and to seek. He therefore enjoins various duties in the different relations of life, which they ought to perform in such a way as to show that true religion had a controlling influence over their hearts. He specifies the following. 
(1) The duty of setting the affections on things above; <Col. 3:1-4>. They were risen with Christ <Col. 2:12>, they were dead to sin <Col. 3:3>; they were soon to he like Christ <Col. 3:4>, and they should, therefore, fix their affections on heavenly things 
(2) the duty of mortifying their corrupt passions and carnal propensities; <Col. 3:5-8> 
(3) the duty of speaking the truth, since they had put off the old man with his deeds; <Col. 3:9-11>. (4) the duty of kindness, gentleness, charity, and the spirit of peace; <Col. 3:12-15>. 
(5) the duty of edifying one another by psalms and songs of praise; <Col. 3:16-17>, 
(6) The duty of wives, <Col. 3:18>; 
(7) of husbands, <Col. 3:19>; 
(8) of children, <Col. 3:20>; 
(9) of fathers, <Col. 3:21>; 
(10) of servants, <Col. 3:22-25>, There is a very striking similarity between this chapter and <Eph. 5; 6>, and a full exposition of the principal subjects adverted to here. (from Barnes' Notes) 
<opentext> How easy it is for us, to lose our focus on things above, unless we keep our mind renewed in and by the Word of God. The necessity of staying renewed in the spirit of our mind. 
<helpmate> sometimes too easy 
<ready-fish> very easy if allowed 
<opentext> think about this...have you ever tried to carry on a conversation with someone, while you have the TV on? Does either get your full attention? 
<helpmate><shama><diligently><his> no 
<opentext> what happens then, when our thoughts and such are split between heaven and the things of this earth? 
<ready-fish> it becomes a house divided 
<diligently> confusion 
<at-peace> become lukewarm 
<shama> we don't give Father our full attention, and we try sitting on the fence with one leg either side 

<opentext> The argument is, that there was such an union between Christ and his people, that in virtue of his death they become dead to sin; that in virtue of his resurrection they rise to spiritual life, and that, therefore, as Christ now lives in heaven, they should live for heaven, and fix their affections there. (from Barnes' Notes) 
<opentext> was listening to a preacher the other night, and he said there had to be a balance between the two......and from what my Bible says, that will get us in big trouble... 

<opentext> Ps 17:14-15, From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes. As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. (KJV) 

<opentext> our only focus should be, to long for the day that we are like He is...and home with Him forever. Where is your portion? Where a man's treasure is, there is his heart at also. setting our affections on things above so that all that we say, all that we do, is with Father and Son in heart and mind and we have to be ready at any moment, at any time for the return of Jesus Christ for His Church, for no man knows the day nor the hour 

<opentext> Matt 24:50-51, The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (KJV) 

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV) 

<opentext> now faith...today...if we will hear His voice, for His sheep know His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow...seeking all that Father has for us now, at this moment.... 

<opentext> Ps 62:10-12, Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work. (KJV) 

<opentext> Ps 91:14-16, Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. (KJV) 

<opentext> Ps 119:36-38, Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness. Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way. Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear. (KJV) 

<opentext> setting our affections on things above, and maintaining our focus there. casting down every and any thought or imagination, that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, before it pulls us down out of the heavenly places where we are to be seated... 

<opentext> Prov 23:5-7, Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven. Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. (KJV) 

<opentext> how can two walk together, unless they be agreed? and yet so often, we get ourselves into the savior complex....and think we can be of more influence thae God...evil communications does indeed corrupt good morals.... 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> we used to think we could not help it when our mind and heart would think on things that made it feel sad or just not peace inside..well Father has been giving me a lot of opportunities to do this casting down of thoughts that are not of any good to me on this earth,,and they just bring me down, so it is a blessing to me..to see it really does work..casting things down, and it works very fast. 
<opentext> His Word works, we need to learn to apply it to any and every situation... 
<diligently> yes then it becomes real to me 

<opentext> Rom 8:4-6, That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. (KJV) 

<diligently> yes, Father's Word is so true 
<helpmate> Gal 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. (KJV) 
<opentext> to have our affections set on things of this earth...is to be carnally minded....thus the importance staying renewed in His Word, and keeping our focus and affections on above... 

<opentext> Phil 1:23-24, For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. (KJV) 

<opentext> Paul desired with all his heart to be home with Father and Son...yet, was obedient to all that Father asked of Him....and this is the way we should be, longing to be home, yet setting ourself aside each day to do all that Father asks of us 

<opentext> I Jn 2:15-17, Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV) 

<opentext> where will your affections be this day? ...any questions from today? 
<now-faith> o/ have comment 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> was just hearing ... have you ever drove somewhere and when you got there, don't remember the drive as if you were automatic pilot? Your conscious was on something else while your subconscious was on driving... was thinking how if we are heavenly minded, that is how we will go through this life...and the worries and cares of this life will be left in Father's hands without our even thinking on them 

<his> o/ 
<helpmate> yes graeme 
<his> comment to what michie said: have noticed that in own life today...had been worrying about some bills etc..left it with Father..and the solution just "happened".. 

<ready-fish> Mark 11:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. (KJV) 
