Bible Study Wednesday September 8, 1999

<at-peace> Our heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you this day for all that you have done and accomplished, and are continuing to do with, for and through us... we thank you for this time of fellowship in your precious Word of Life through Christ Jesus our Lord 
<opentext> Matt 5:4, Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. (KJV) 
<opentext> definition for mourn...3996 pentheo (pen-theh'-o); from 3997; to grieve (the feeling or the act): KJV-- mourn, (be-) wail. 
<opentext> Mourn.. "There can be no comfort where there is no grief" (Bruce). Sorrow should make us look for the heart and hand of God and so find the comfort latent in the grief. (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament) 
<opentext> in our societies today, men do not always want to show their tears...or even think it is manly to cry or mourn... many become so hardened and calloused, that they no longer know how to feel compassion....especially when self is the main goal 
<opentext> [Blessed are they that mourn] That is, those who, feeling their spiritual poverty, mourn after God, lamenting the iniquity that separated them from the fountain of blessedness. Everyone flies from sorrow, and seeks after joy, and yet true joy must necessarily be the fruit of sorrow. The whole need not (do not feel the need of) the physician, but they that are sick do; i. e. they who are sensible of their disease. Only such persons as are deeply convinced of the sinfulness of sin, feel the plague of their own heart, and turn with disgust from all worldly consolations, because of their insufficiency to render them happy, have God's promise of solid comfort. They SHALL BE comforted, says Christ, parakleetheesontai (grk 3870), from para (grk 3844), near, and kaleoo (grk 2564), I call: He will call them to himself, and speak the words of pardon, peace, and life eternal, to their hearts. See this notion of the word expressed fully by our Lord, <Matt. 11:28>, Come UNTO ME all ye who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.(from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> as we grow closer to God, we see and understand our deep need for His love....for His understanding...for His comfort...in wanting to please Him... for God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son....that we might have life in and through Him......for me, it is always hard to understand God's love for us, as many times as we make mistakes and such, and yet He is there always with His love and forgiveness 
<opentext> Ps 126:5-6, They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. (KJV) 
<opentext> [He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed] The metaphor seems to be this: A poor farmer has had a very bad harvest: a very scanty portion of grain and food has been gathered from the earth. The seed time is now come, and is very unpromising. Out of the famine a little seed has been saved to be sown, in hopes of another crop; but the badness of the present season almost precludes the entertainment of hope. But he must sow, or else despair and perish. He carries his all, his precious seed, with him in his seed basket; and with a sorrowful heart commits it to the furrow, watering it in effect with his tears, and earnestly imploring the blessing of God upon it. God hears; the season becomes mild; he beholds successively the blade, the ear, and the full corn in the ear. The appointed weeks of harvest come, and the grain is very productive. He fills his arms, his carriages with the sheaves and shocks; and returns to his large expecting family in triumph, praising God for the wonders he has performed. So shall it be with this handful of seed.(from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> how often in our lives, do the circumstances look so bleak? 
<his> at times very bleak 
<now-faith> sometimes often 
<shama> quite often 
<help-fish> sometimes 
<at-peace> sometimes 
<diligently> some times they do, look bleak, when we are not in Fathers strength 
<opentext> do we turn to God in this time of need? or do we try to do it on our own a few times? 
<his> turn to Father now 
<diligently> we turn to Father..after we have felt our pain for a bit..but it is my pain that turns me to Father 
<now-faith> usually try to do it on my own a few times, because at that point i have already stepped out from Father's grace 
<shama> sometimes we try on our own for a while 
<help-fish> turn to Father, we know we can not do it on our own 
<opentext> John 16:20-22, Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. (KJV) 
<opentext> John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (KJV) 
<opentext> Isa 25:8-9, He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. (KJV) 
<opentext> Isa 35:10, And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. (KJV) 
<opentext> Isa 53:3-4 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. (KJV) 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> could you post the definition for smitten please ? 
<opentext> Def. For smitten...5221 nakah-to strike, to smite, to hit, to beat, to slay, to kill , to be stricken or smitten , to be stricken or smitten 
1) to smite, to strike, to beat, to scourge, to clap, to applaud, to give a thrust 
2) to smite, to kill, to slay (man or beast) 
3) to smite, to attack, to attack and destroy, to conquer, to subjugate, to ravage 
4) to smite, to chastise, to send judgment upon, to punish, to destroy 
<his> thanks 
<opentext> Isa 61:2-3 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. (KJV) 
<opentext> Rev 21:4-5, And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. (KJV) 
<opentext> in comparison to eternity, our time here is very short, so we look forward to the day that we are no longer here, but at home with the Lord.... 
<opentext> Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV) 
<opentext> the Lord should be our source for all that we have need of.....however, many times we try to figure things out on our own first, and turn to the Lord when all else fails 
<opentext> Matt 5:5, Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. (KJV) 
<opentext> definition for meek... 4239 praus (prah-ooce'); apparently a primary word; mild, i.e. (by implication) humble: KJV-- meek. See also 4235. 
<opentext> Wycliff has it "Blessed be mild men." The ancients used the word for outward conduct and toward men. They did not rank it as a virtue anyhow. It was a mild equanimity that was sometimes negative and sometimes positively kind... But Jesus lifted the word to a nobility never attained before. In fact, the Beatitudes assume a new heart, for the natural man does not find in happiness the qualities mentioned here by Christ. The English word "meek" has largely lost the fine blend of spiritual poise and strength meant by the Master... He calls himself "meek and lowly in heart" <Matt. 11:29> and Moses is also called "meek." It is the gentleness of strength, not mere effeminacy. (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament) 
<opentext> Ps 22:26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever. (KJV) 
<opentext> Ps 25:9-10 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. (KJV) 
<opentext> it is interesting, as we go through this list of attributes that the Lord applauds, that in the world they call these characteristics as being weak... 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> we just want to say, all these Bible verse are so very awesome..we have not ever seen so many of them..we thank Father. 
<opentext> Ps 69:32-33 The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live that seek God. For the LORD heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners. (KJV) 
<opentext> Isa 11:4-5 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

(KJV) 
<opentext> Eph 4:2-3 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (KJV) 
<opentext> Col 3:12-13 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. (KJV) 
<opentext> Titus 3:2-4 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, (KJV) 
<opentext> are there any questions from today? 
