Bible Study Monday August 30, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to partake of your bread of life. As we hear your Word this day, let it become a very part of us, that we may serve you this day through Christ Jesus our Lord... 
<opentext> Col 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV) 
<opentext> If...you are risen with Christ....If, we continue in His Word, then are we His disciples ...in order to be risen with Him, we need to seek to do those things which please Father 
<opentext> Matt 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV) 
<opentext> is it always the easiest thing, to seek first God's kingdom? 
<shama> no not always 
<helpmate> no 
<at-peace> no 
<ready2> not always, the spirit is willing 
<his> no 
<opentext> there are so many different things that can enter and entertain the mind.....thus the importance of keeping our mind renewed in and with the Word of God... thus, if we are risen with Christ, we are doing those things that are pleasing to Father, because we are taking the time to renew our mind within the Word. ..we are seeking first each day, God's kingdom, through His righteousness who is Christ... we do this, by continuing in the Word of truth, so that we may continue to grow into Him 
<opentext> Col 3:1 If however you have risen with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, enthroned at God's right hand. 2 Give your minds to the things that are above, not to the things that are on the earth.(Weymouth) 
<opentext> is it always easy to keep your mind renewed properly? 
<shama> no 
<helpmate> no, not always 
<at-peace> no 
<ready2> no, not always 
<his> many distractions 
<opentext> that is why i like the way that Weymouth puts verse 2, give your mind to the things that pertain to Father's realm.....don't dwell on the things pertaining to this earthly life. seek first the kingdom of God...through Christ...keeping ourself ready this day, that we are ready if Father sends the Son 
<opentext> Eph 2:5-6 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: (KJV) 
<opentext> keeping fresh in our heart and mind, who we are in Christ...seeking Father's counsel first on that which we do this day......many times though, we seek Father's counsel...after we make a mistake 
<opentext> Ps 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. (KJV) 
<opentext> His Word, is the lamp to our feet, the Light that will illuminate our next step, when we seek His counsel, His guidance... how often though, when we are in doubt or question as what to do....do we wait for Father's answer...or do we get ahead of God? 
<ready2> we have a tendency to put time limits on God 
<shama> we sometimes get ahead of Him 
<at-peace> have at times gotten ahead of God 
<ready2> thus getting ahead of Him 
<his> ahead at times 
<helpmate> we are learning to be more patient 
<opentext> Rom 8:6-8 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV) 
<opentext> when the carnal mind gets in the way, it puts us in spiritual jeopardy...and this is why we need to cast down the thoughts and imaginations that exalt themself against the knowledge of God 
<opentext> Phil 3:20-21 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. (KJV) 
<opentext> keeping our conversation in line with the Word. is this always easy to do? 
<shama> no 
<at-peace> not always 
<his> not always 
<helpmate> no 
<ready2> no it isn't, sometimes catch the mind wandering at times 
<opentext> even in the outline for prayer, Jesus Christ said we should say...our Father....who is in heaven....keeping our conversation there in Father's realm....going boldly unto the throne of grace... how then, do we keep our mind renewed in and on the Word? 
<his> listening for His voice and not letting our heart be troubled 
<helpmate> 2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV) 
<now-faith cast down any thoughts and imaginations that exalt themselves against the knowledge of God and put forth the truth of the Word and His promises on the scene. 
<shama> seeking first His kingdom daily 
<ready2> by seeking first his realm, and then meditating on the word through out the day 
<ready2> Isa 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. (KJV) 
<opentext> very good answers..... 
Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever wins respect, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovable, whatever is of good repute--if there is any virtue or anything deemed worthy of praise--cherish the thought of these things.(Weymouth) 
<at-peace> (judy) Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (KJV) 
<opentext> isn't it interesting, how Father speaks to each one of us a bit differently, and yet all of the answers are correct....and will draw us into a closer relationship with Father through Christ 
<helpmate> that is Father's love 
<ready2> He knows what each one of us has need of 
<opentext> before we ask... 
<opentext> many times we hope God will answer, rather than asking for the help which we need... the moment we think that we are self sufficient, is when we are in for a fall... ask...and it shall be given....seek...and you will find.......seek the Lord, while He may be found 
<opentext> Col 3:2-3 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (KJV) 
<opentext> each day, doing that which will keep us ready to go home...seeking first to do that which is pleasing to Father... it is in Christ, that we should remain, for it is in Christ that we are the new creation.....in Christ all of our transgressions are blotted out, it is in Christ we have the clean slate from Father 
<helpmate> it is in Christ that we have our strength 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> v3. your life is hid: referring to how life is in Spirit and our walk with Father will not be visible to most of those around us ? 
<opentext> that is an interesting way of looking at it, since very few will see our walk with God.....the way i have usually looked at that verse is more from the fact that all my past mistakes have been hid or covered by the sacrifice Jesus Christ made in my behalf. and along with what you said graeme....Jesus Christ said, that unless one is born again, they will not see the kingdom of God, and so most will not see or understand our walk with God... and also from the aspect that we are out to please Father not any man, so much of what we do is hid from the world 
<his> and not be able to separate the past from the present 
<opentext> thanks for sharing that insight graeme 
<his> :-) 
<opentext> so today, this day, let us remember that we are seated with Christ, and seek only those things which are above... any other questions from today? 
<opentext> the channel is then open for fellowship 
