Bible Study for 2 August 1999

<shama> Father we thank you for this day that we can serve you, and we give you all the thanks for all that your Holy Spirit will teach us this day as we study your Word with expectant hearts to receive that which you have for us. We give you all the glory for all that you do and all that you have yet to show us, through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour 

<opentext> Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; (KJV) 

<Amplifier> Amen 
<opentext> as we have been going through the book of Colossians, we see how Paul expounds to us, who we are in Jesus Christ, and the fulness of redemption that is in Christ Jesus. here in this verse, we see and hear how the handwriting of ordinances that was against us was blotted out 

<opentext> Col 2:15-17 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> many people still abstain from eating certain foods, and yet Paul tells us clearly that we are no longer bound by that 
<Amplifier> yup, true, but do they abstain 'coz of what it said in the old Test or for other reasons 
<opentext> others tells us that we should worship God on this day, or that day, but the Bible clearly tells us that everyday is the Lord's day, and if we are living for Him through Jesus Christ, we will honor Him in all that we do. Amplifier, many do so because they still live under the old covenant law, and others because they are following what other men are doing, rather then knowing for themselves what the word of God says. 

<opentext> Gal 3:13-14 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (KJV) 

<opentext> Christ, the Son of God, has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us, that we might obtain the promise of Abraham... that is the measure of faith. we cannot know what the Word of God has for the believer, if we never open the Bible to see what God has to say to us within His Word. if we do not read it, and hear what God has for us, we will continue in the bondage of this world, and will end up dying in sin, and we know the wages of sin, is eternal death. 
<Amplifier> How bout those who are not Christians 
<opentext> so often, we do what we see others do, rather than knowing that which the Word of God has for us. Amplifier, there is but one God, and one way to eternal life, and that is by and through Jesus Christ. 
<Amplifier> Yeah, so u are saying that no matter how good a person u r, if u r not Christian u burn in the fires of hell? 
<opentext> unless one has accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, and live a life according to God's Word they will perish, and that is what God says, not me. each person has that right to accept or reject God's Word. this is a personal decision between each person and God. 
<Amplifier> Yup, but what is God's word essentially 
<opentext> it is interesting, how man the creation, tries to tell God the Creator, what they think the rules should be. God's Word is written within the Bible, and we have the choice to accept it, or reject it. 

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV) 

<opentext> God's Word essentially, is His Son Christ Jesus, who was manifest in the flesh, to live under the law, so as to remove us from the curse of the law, and that we would have a new way to have fellowship again with God through faith. 

<opentext> Gal 4:1-3 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: (KJV) 

<Amplifier> And I always thought that it was to do unto others what u would have done unto you. love your brother as thyself? 
<opentext> when we accept Jesus Christ as Lord of our life, we have received the measure of the gift of Christ, however, until we open the Bible, and begin to read for our self, we will not have any idea of what it is that we have inherited. what we think, and what the Word of God says are two different things. and that is why so many people are in danger of perishing, because they have gone off of what someone else has said, rather then knowing what the word of God says. 
<Amplifier> Sure we are humans, obviously. I'm just saying that u r not necessarily evil, if u r not Christian. 

<opentext> John 3:16-18 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (KJV) 

<opentext> Rom 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. (KJV) 

<opentext> without faith. it is impossible to please God, and the only way we can receive God's measure of faith, is by believing that he did indeed send His Son Christ Jesus, to redeem us from the curse of the law, and pay the price for our sin. However, one has to believe this. 

<opentext> Gal 4:4-6 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (KJV) 

<opentext> note: to redeem them that were under the law that we might receive the adoption. if we have received the adoption, then we can indeed call Him Father, as Jesus Christ said in Matthew 6 when He gave us the outline for prayer. pray our Father. being in agreement with Christ Jesus. 

<opentext> Eph 2:14-15 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; (KJV) 

<opentext> by living and fulfilling the law, and offering the perfect sacrifice at the cross and the grave. He broke down the middle wall of partition... the veil of the flesh, and of the two, this Jesus who He made both Lord and Christ, we now are able to have peace with Father. 

<opentext> Heb 7:18-19 For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. (KJV) 

<opentext> how often have many of us still tried to live under the law thinking that it would make us a better person? 
<now-faith> we have, unknowingly a lot of times 
<shama> too often in the past 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<ready-fish> any time we step outside of grace, then we try to do it on our own, and fail 
<now-faith> larry, we don't quite understand verse 18, what it is saying 

<opentext> Heb 7:18-19 On the one hand we have here the abrogation of an earlier code because it was weak and ineffective--for the Law brought no perfect blessing--but on the other hand we have the bringing in of a new and better hope by means of which we draw near to God. (weymouth) 

<opentext> that help michie 
<now-faith> lol, what does abrogation mean? 
<opentext> abolishment 
<now-faith> ok, yes that helps tremendously! thank you! 

<opentext> Heb 8:13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. (KJV) 

<opentext> in Paul's letter to the Hebrews, he goes through great lengths to show the Jewish people that the law had been done away with... the thing we have to remember, is that if they did not believe Jesus Christ, why would they believe Paul. 
<now-faith> they wouldn't 
<opentext> just as many, are quicker to follow man's traditions and doctrines, because they have not taken the time to see and hear that which the Word of God clearly states. 

<opentext> Heb 9:9-12 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation. But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (KJV) 

<opentext> having obtained. blotting out the handwriting of ordinances, that which was against us, that which was contrary to our serving and knowing God. He took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross that Father asked Him to bear. 

<opentext> Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; (KJV) 

<opentext> how often is it, by our rejection of what Father says to us, as well as asks of us, that we deny that work which Jesus Christ accomplished in our behalf? 


<now-faith> every time 
<shama> each time we don't do what He asks, we reject Christ Jesus 
<ready-fish> any time we doubt, or tell the potter we know what is best 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> how often do we ignore that which Father asks or states, and do it **our way**? 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> every time we start out doing things *my way*, are we just like the OT persons bringing gifts and offerings to the alter and denying the blood of Christ? 
<opentext> exactly, because we are telling Father we have a better way. 
<now-faith> and if we do it our way, that is idolatry, isn't it? 

<opentext> 1 Sam 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. (KJV) 

<now-faith> oh yes, ok 
<opentext> Jesus Christ is the only way, the way of the strait and narrow path, for His word is God's truth to us by the Spirit of Christ, and any other way is that of a thief and a robber, and will not lead to eternal life. that is why Paul tells us, that those that are operating in and by the flesh, cannot please God. 

<opentext> Rom 8:8-10 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. (KJV) 

<opentext> so if we are following rules and regulations for the flesh, what is our status with God? 
<ready-fish> not pleasing, rebellion 
<shama> we are not one of His 
<now-faith> none of His 
<hlp-at-dil> charlene: if we aren't with Him we are against Him 

<opentext> Matt 12:30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. (KJV) 

<opentext> Col 2:14 The bond, with its requirements, which was in force against us and was hostile to us, He cancelled, and cleared it out of the way, nailing it to His Cross. (weymouth) 

<opentext> today, will you allow Him to remove those things that have been hostile to you.... and allow Him to cancel them in you behalf, and walk in the newness of the Spirit, and not the oldness of the letter? 
<his> yes 
<shama> absolutely 
<now-faith> yes, absolutely 
<hlp-at-dil> yes. yes. yes 
<ready-fish> yes, thank you Father 
<opentext> any questions from today? 

